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Exam number  

Course  

Essay title  

Marker’s name  

 

Initial Mark  

Penalties  

Adjusted Mark  

 

Overview 

Aspect of performance +  Avg  - 

Thinking skills (criticism, analysis, interpretation, logic, 

argumentation, evaluation, use of comparison, anticipating 

counter-arguments, etc.) 

     

Comprehension (accuracy in facts, details and representation 

of author’s views, breadth of reading, grasp of major issues, 

etc.)  

     

Writing skills (structure and organisation, clarity, precision, 

grammar/spelling, referencing, use of illustration, style, etc.)  
     

 

Major advice to student 

Main strength(s) of the essay  

 

Main weakness(es) of the essay  

 

 

 

 

This and future essays could be 

improved by… 

 

 

 

Specific advice/comments  

(Please see numbers in the margins of your essay, corresponding to the numbered 

advice/comments below) 
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A1 (90-100%) An answer that fulfils all of the criteria for ‘A2’ (see below) and in addition shows an 

exceptional degree of insight and independent thought, together with flair in tackling issues, 

yielding a product that is deemed to be of potentially publishable quality, in terms of scholarship 

and originality. 

 

A2 (80-89%) An authoritative answer that provides a fully effective response to the question. It 

should show a command of the literature and an ability to integrate that literature and go beyond 

it. The analysis should achieve a high level of quality early on and sustain it through to the 

conclusion. Sources should be used accurately and concisely to inform the answer but not 

dominate it. There should be a sense of a critical and committed argument, mindful of other 

interpretations but not afraid to question them. Presentation and the use of English should be 

commensurate with the quality of the content. 

 

A3 (70-79%) A sharply-focused answer of high intellectual quality, which adopts a comprehensive 

approach to the question and maintains a sophisticated level of analysis throughout. It should 

show a willingness to engage critically with the literature and move beyond it, using the sources 

creatively to arrive at its own independent conclusions. 

 

B  B- (60-63%) B (64-66%)  B+ (67-69%) 

A very good answer that shows qualities beyond the merely routine or acceptable. The question 

and the sources should be addressed directly and fully. The work of other authors should be 

presented critically. Effective use should be made of the whole range of the literature. There 

should be no significant errors of fact or interpretation. The answer should proceed coherently to a 

convincing conclusion. The quality of the writing and presentation (especially referencing) should 

be without major blemish.   

Within this range a particularly strong answer will be graded B+; a more limited answer will be 

graded B-. 

C  C- (50-53%)C (54-56%)  C+ (57-59%) 

A satisfactory answer with elements of the routine and predictable. It should be generally accurate 

and firmly based in the reading. It may draw upon a restricted range of sources but should not just 

re-state one particular source. Other authors should be presented accurately, if rather 

descriptively.  The materials included should be relevant, and there should be evidence of basic 

understanding of the topic in question.  Factual errors and misunderstandings of concepts and 

authors may occasionally be present but should not be a dominant impression. The quality of 
writing, referencing and presentation should be acceptable.  Within this range a stronger answer 

will be graded C+; a weaker answer will be graded C-. 

 

D  D- (40-43%)D (44-46%)  D+ (47-49%) 

 A passable answer which understands the question, displays some academic learning and refers to 

relevant literature. The answer should be intelligible and in general factually accurate, but may 
well have deficiencies such as restricted use of sources or academic argument, over-reliance on 

lecture notes, poor expression, and irrelevancies to the question asked. The general impression 

may be of a rather poor effort, with weaknesses in conception or execution. It might also be the 

right mark for a short answer that at least referred to the main points of the issue.  Within this 

range a stronger answer will be graded D+; a bare pass will be graded D-. 
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E  (30-39%) An answer with evident weaknesses of understanding but conveying the sense that with 

a fuller argument or factual basis it might have achieved a pass. It might also be a short and 

fragmentary answer with merit in what is presented but containing serious gaps. 

 

F (20-29%) An answer showing seriously inadequate knowledge of the subject, with little awareness 

of the relevant issues or literature, major omissions or inaccuracies, and pedestrian use of 

inadequate sources. 

 

G  (10-19%) An answer that falls far short of a passable level by some combination of short length, 

irrelevance, lack of intelligibility, factual inaccuracy and lack of acquaintance with reading or 

academic concepts. 

 

H  (0-9%) An answer without any academic merit which usually conveys little sense that the course 

has been followed or of the basic skills of essay-writing. 

 

 


