PGR SSLC – March 4 2021 – minutes and actions
In attendance 
Richard Baxstrom, John Harries, Anne Brechin, Alli Spring, Dongwei Wang, Cristyn King
Apologies: Omar Loera, Sophie Buijsen, Sambhavi Ganesh 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Baxstrom welcomed all to the meeting and introductions were made. 
Tutorial Participation
Dongwei raised a point about low attendance in tutorials. It was particularly frustrating to students who attended regularly as the low attendance was not conducive to discussions and exchange of ideas. Was there anything that could be done to encourage better attendance? For example, could the school take participation and attendance into account in course grades? 
RB explained that some subject areas did include participation marks as part of their course assessment and it would be unfair to change the assessment in the middle of the semester. Students were encouraged to raise concerns directly with course organisers via the end of course questionnaire – it would not solve the current issue but the COs could reflect on it for next time. RB pointed out that there would be more synchronous online activities going forward. Students were invited to share any ideas on how to boost engagement. 
Action: RB and JH would raise concern with L&T Directorate and on to all those delivering teaching.
Alli said that students appreciated efforts of staff to improve the learning experience in semester 2. The increase of live hours with facilitation was much better for student experience. 
Tutor working conditions
Omar - There had been a delay with the issuing of tutor contracts - for many this was after the start of their employment. This was against collective agreement and employment law and many tutors had started their employment without being aware of specific conditions and responsibilities. 
John Harries explained that these issues were being discussed on the PG Tutors Teams channel and a meeting was being organised.  More information would be circulated to tutors soon. 
Financial support for students
Omar had forwarded a point about financial support. Some mature students, parents, and international students had not been able to access hardship funds and were asking if any other resources were available. 
Alli Spring pointed out that an email had been circulated to students with links to the support funds available to those who may be struggling. 
Richard Baxstrom explained that there was a trend to under-utilise the funds that were available. He emphasised that students should take advantage of the services available. 
More information could be found on the FAQ page relating to Covid-19 which included links to financial support information about working space:  https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/current/phd/useful-faqs
Provision of social gatherings for PhD students. 
A concern was raised about the lack of social experiences and professional networking opportunities due to the pandemic.
JH understood that it was difficult for students to connect. He explained that it would be useful to hear ideas from what would be beneficial. We want to encourage students to generate ideas that we could possibley support. 
Alli pointed out that cost of attending online conferences was much lower than attending in person.  Where could students find out what opportunities were available? Were there resources that could be shared? Any funds to support?
JH –We could look i into running a conference-focussed event covering topics such as how to present papers and how to gain access to conferences
Action: JH and RB to raise with Lucie Stokes 
We will provide feedback on those points. In draft form. If you have any 

Thanks to all for coming. 

