SPS PGR Staff-Student Liaison Meeting
February 20th 2023
In attendance: Andrew Neal (Director of PGR programmes), Jeremy Pilia (Social Anthropology), Juan Pablo Miranda Orrego (PIR), Hadewych Honné (Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (Joint with KU Leven) PhD), Dongwei Wang  (Sociology), Dave Nicol (Clerk)

Apologies – Toni Jenkins (PGR Support Officer), Brenda Youngblood (CAS/ID)


Andrew Neal welcomed all to the meeting and introductions were made.

1. Review of previous minutes
DN confirmed from facilities that a dedicated prayer space/meditation space is unfortunately not available, but they provided information for the chaplaincy.
DW – Potentially look at a survey to ask PhD office holders to actively advise if they are using the offices, DN to liaise with Reps on wording to confirm this is generated from the SSLC request. Also brought up issues with the SPS bookEd system.
DN to ask facilities about improving the lighting in the WW or request that a facilities member could attend an SSLC to discuss these requests.
Future thought, look at some kind of welcome meet in WW for new incoming students in Sept.

2. University Accommodation and Support

AN advised that this cannot be resolved by the school and looked into in other committees
JMO – Asked if maybe the school can be more helpful by addressing the issues and be able to advise more, especially for incoming students and help Point them in the right direction.
AN inquired what information is received on the build up to starting in Semester 1
JMO – We received too much information, from many different comms teams so is confusing. Even at candidacy level.
DW – Reviewed the accommodation website – for students returning, usually quite large houses for about 5 or 6 students and a reasonable price. But very limited space available. Additionally, how many students are taken in is probably larger than the city can take. So needs to be addressed at a university level
JMO – Some videos volunteered by students already in giving advise made available on the webpages for students coming in and applying. JMO volunteers for this and feels other students would too. 
AN will look into how to address this for applicants and new incoming students
DN to check the video creation request from JMO, this may be something the Doctoral College already do and will also ask SDO and comms if they could assist.
See both PhD stories and maybe also Accommodation at Edinburgh
https://www.youtube.com/@EdinburghUniversity


3. Mixed PGT/PGR tutorials in Research Design course

The student reps brought up issues with mixed PGT/PGR tutorials, specifically in the course Research Design, as PGT and PGR students have differing intentions for these tutorials and if possible to separate these. AN to check in with course organiser. 
SSLC brought up issues of support for tutors on the marking process. AN to ask Richard Brodie for available support for PhD students on marking the processes as tutors.
AN thanked the SSLC. The next meeting will be approximately in May 2023.

