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[bookmark: _Toc203462448]Welcome to the School of Social and Political Science!
This document is designed to help you choose courses for your first academic year. The first part will provide you with information you need to consider when choosing your courses. The second part will offer answers to the most common questions regarding the course selection process.
Please note: All underlined text are links and will open in a new window.

[bookmark: _Toc203462449]‘Pre-Honours’ and ‘Honours’ years
The first two years of study are known as ‘pre-Honours’ years and allow you to gain experience and practice, and to take a number of outside courses. 
The Honours years are more specialised, and your final degree classification will be based upon work done in these years.  

[bookmark: _Toc203462450]Degree Regulations & Programmes of Study (DRPS) and Degree Programme Tables (DPTs)
We recommend using DRPS (Degree Regulations & Programmes of Study) to view the course options for your degree programme. You can access DRPS at SPS Degree Programme Tables and view our guidance on how to use DRPS at Using DRPS to choose your optional courses. 

[bookmark: _Toc203462451]Core courses (compulsory courses) and optional courses (elective courses)
Compulsory courses (sometimes known as core courses) are the courses that you must take and they will be listed under the ‘Compulsory Courses’ header for the relevant year of your Degree Programme Table, or DPT.
Optional courses are also known as elective courses (or electives) and are listed under ‘Course options’ header of the Degree Programme Table.

[bookmark: _Toc203462452]Course credits and credit distribution
A normal year load is 120 credits, most commonly you would take six 20-credit courses. You should have an equal distribution of credits across both semesters, that is, 60 credits in Semester 1 and 60 credits in Semester 2.

[bookmark: _Toc203462453]Course SCQF Level
When choosing your courses be sure to check that you meet any pre-requisites for the course and that the course level is SCQF Level 7 or Level 8.

[bookmark: _Toc203462454]Pre-selection form
Using the information on DRPS, complete the online pre-selection form. You will be asked to provide at least four optional course choices for each semester. To add a course to the online form you will need the full course name and the course code (e.g., Social Anthropology 1A: The Life Course, SCAN08013), so make sure you take a note of these. 
You will need to wait until 18h August 2025 before you can submit your online pre-selection form; this is because your brand-new student record is not created until early August. You will be emailed when the online form is open and we will let you know the exact date by which you must complete this form. The form will also be available on UG Choosing your Courses | School of Social and Political Science

[bookmark: _Toc203462455]Choosing outside courses – questions to consider
When choosing your optional courses, you should consider the following questions and points:
· What subjects interest me? 
· Is there something I have always wanted to study?
· Do the course classes’ days and times fit my timetable? 
· Am I qualified to take these courses? (These mainly apply to language courses but there are beginners’ classes in most)
· Does this course give me some flexibility to switch to another degree, to continue with it in Year 2? 
There is a lot of choice, so take your time to look through the different course options available to you. Looking at the joint degree options for your subject can also give you an idea of what optional courses would go well with your compulsory ones.




[bookmark: _Toc198557482][bookmark: _Toc203462456]Frequently Asked Questions

[bookmark: _Toc203462457]What if I am taking a joint degree in the School of Social and Political Science (SPS) but am based in another School?
If your home School is outwith SPS then you should contact your own Teaching Office to find out what the course registration process is. Your home School (the School that owns your Degree Programme) is responsible for registering you for all courses, including those from SPS, and you do not need to complete the SPS course selection form.

[bookmark: _Toc203462458]What if I want to take a course that clashes with my compulsory course?
It is not possible to take a course if the timetable clashes with that of your compulsory courses.  It may be possible for you to take the course in the next academic year.

[bookmark: _Toc203462459]What if my first choice of course is full?
Many courses operate quota systems and will not allow students to enrol once that quota is met. You are asked on the form to list several options of courses, in order of preference, in case this happens. Make sure you complete and return your form as promptly as possible, as enrolment on most courses will operate on a first-come, first-served basis.

[bookmark: _Toc203462460]What if I want to take a course that I do not meet the pre-requisites for?
Some courses have pre-requisites in place to ensure that students are able to undertake and understand the work that will be involved to complete the course (e.g., some foreign language courses). If you do not meet the pre-requisites, then the course will be unsuitable for you to take. If you do not meet the pre-requisites as they are described (e.g., for some language courses a pass at Higher or equivalent is required), but feel you meet them in another way (e.g., you are fluent in a language but have never studied it officially), then it may be possible for you to be considered for entry to the course. If you are unsure or would like further advice, contact the Course Secretary in the School that runs the course.  Please note that meeting the pre-requisites for a course does not guarantee you entry.

[bookmark: _Toc203462461]What if I want to take a course that is not listed as one of the options for my degree?
Taking courses outside those required and permitted by the Degree Programme Regulations for your degree is not usually possible. If you have questions about this, please contact your Student Adviser, who can discuss this with you and advise on possible options. 

[bookmark: _Toc203462462]What if I don't know what to take?
Looking at the Degree Programme Tables (DPTs) for joint degree programmes in your subject area can give you an idea of what optional courses would go well with your compulsory ones e.g., if you are on the MA (Hons) Politics programme you could look at the DPTs for the MA (Hons)Social Anthropology and Politics or MA (Hons) Social Policy and Politics programmes.
You can also contact your Student Adviser for guidance. Visit this page for more information on how to speak to a Student Adviser: Student Advice and Support in SPS

[bookmark: _Toc203462463]What if I change my mind after I have submitted my form?
If you are looking to change one or two of your optional courses, please complete our course change request form. The course change request form will be available from Monday 1st of September 2025 until 4pm Thursday, the 25th of September. This allows you to see which courses you have already been allocated before deciding whether you’d like to take a different course. 
When the form opens, you can submit a course change request at Course change and course audit requests. Remember, this process only applies to changing your optional courses, not your compulsory courses which will automatically added to your student record by the Student Administration team.
If there are major changes to your course choices, please contact sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk with the details and they will advise you. 

[bookmark: _Toc203462464]What if I want to take more credits in one semester than the other?
You are required to take 120 credits in any given year. Credits are indicative of workload with every 10 credits equivalent to 100 hours of study. An even split between semesters of 60:60 credits is recommended. 
For students entering Year 1 it is not normally possible to take more credits in one semester than the other. Please speak to your Student Adviser, who will be able to advise you on your options.

[bookmark: _Toc203462465]What if I want to take extra credits?
You are required to take 120 credits in any given year.  Credits are indicative of workload and expected study time for a course and the quota is in place to ensure you are able to manage the work you are taking on. 
In Year 1 it is not normally possible to take extra credits, except in exceptional circumstances. Please speak to your Student Adviser, who will be able to advise you on your options.

[bookmark: _Toc203462466]Further questions
If you have any questions that are not answered here, or if there is something you don't understand or would like more information about, then please get in touch at: sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk 
You can access more information by visiting our website, Choosing Your Courses 
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