Student-Staff Liaison Committee: [Sociology single and joint; UG]
Agenda

Date/time of SSLC meeting: 09/03/2026 @ 10:00
Venue: SPS Chrystal Macmillan Violet Laidlaw Room 6.02, Floor 6

1. Welcome and apologies

2. Report back on action points from previous meeting(s)

3. Agenda items (e.g., assessment and feedback; themes from QA reporting: External Examiner report, course evaluations etc.; ‘second-named’ joint degrees;) 

4. AOB

5. Details of next meeting



Student-Staff Liaison Committee: [Sociology single and joint; UG]
Action Tracker

Attendees: Dr Ross Bond, Kenny Maclean, Cristina Roman, Michelle Ng, Shao Loo Kua, Martha Fiddick, 
Chen An Lee,  Megan Innes.
Apologies: Abhinav Cheruttamadathil Gangadharan

Themes: 
· Academic policy, regulation and QA
· Assessment & Feedback
· Careers, Employability and skills development 
· Course Enrolment 
· Estates and Spaces for Students 
· Learning Technologies, IT and Web
· Library and Collections 
· Safety and Security
· Student Support
· Student Voice 
· Students Association 
· Timetabling and Exams
· Wellbeing
· wider student experience 
· other/unknown


	No.
	Query / concern context
	Response / action 
	Theme 
	Assigned to
	Priority level 
	Due by date
	Comment on progress towards completion  
	Date completed

	 1
	Slides are often not available ahead of lectures
	It can be a challenge to ensure all are aware that this is required, but it’s an important provision of the Accessible and Inclusive Learning Policy. 
Subject area staff will be reminded of the importance of this. Will also speak to the COs of courses highlighted.

	
	J. Bloggs
	Low
Medium
High
	01/02/2026
	Update 02/12: new staff hadn’t been aware, materials now hopefully being uploaded in line with policy. Teaching Committee will keep under review.   
	 02/12 – but will keep under review

	 
	Action points from Semester 1
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 1
	Social Theory course – standard exams have caused anxiety among the cohorts
	 RB contacted all COs about this. Guidance to follow
	Timetabling and Exams

	 RB
	High
	
	Update 09/03:
Students were allowed to bring notes into exams, but prior approval was not done in time. RB to follow up whether this will be allowed in future. For 1a course prior practice/past papers would be helpful. RB to follow up with CO.
	 

	 2
	Sociology 2a course
	 Students mentioned there had been some confusion around the tutorial writing exercises
	Assessment & Feedback
	 RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
Tutors have a degree of autonomy in how this is being addressed, hence some inconsistencies across the cohorts. CO to explore how to apply further consistency to this component.

	 

	 3
	DTSR course 
	Students felt that the level of support received from tutors varied.
	Assessment & Feedback
	 RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
Uncertain whether tutors can be retained long-term. This has been confirmed in 26/27.
	 

	 4
	Contemporary Famous Debates course
	Quality and size of tutorial groups was raised. One tutor reallocated to another group at short notice which impacted another group. 
	Assessment & Feedback
	 RB
	
	
	
Update 09/03:
RB contacted CO, will aim to avoid this in 26/27

	 

	 5
	Further support session for the Sociology Project
	Students would welcome additional sessions.
	Assessment & Feedback
	 RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
CO contacted and happy to consider that. Training on data analysis from Year 3 available, but consideration for additional sessions.
	 

	6
	Times to be included in the Outlook Calendar for additional Project sessions
	Students mentioned it was challenging to remember the times for additional events if not included in the Outlook 365 Calendar.
	Timetabling and Exams
	RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
Because of the 2 different year groups this would be rather challenging. CO can send reminders to all students.
	

	7
	Change of Sociology Project supervision
	This can be challenging sometimes if it happens over the summer period or is supervisors are on sabbatical. 
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	
	
	Update 09/03: Team will try to get replacements done at an earlier date in July.
	

	8
	Funding cuts for placements and social events for QM
	Students expressed concerns regarding the impact this might have on placements.
	Wider student experience
	RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
RB has been informed that this is getting more challenging in the aftermath of the pandemic. Social events have unfortunately been impacted by UoE cuts. Programmes should still be available over the summer; they will not be discontinued.
	

	9
	Earlier start time suggested for teaching events
	Students suggested this in order to be able to attend other events after teaching.
	
Wider student experience
	RB
	
	
	Update 09/03:
RB explained this was not within his remit but QA and EUSA will be informed. It was noted that an earlier start time might make the timetable more challenging for students with caring responsibilities.

	

	
	YEAR 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Weekly tutorials and practical components preferred
	This semester tutorials happened bi-weekly for quantitative methods and citations, but cohorts would welcome weekly input. RB can feed this back to COs if this can be reorganised in the future while retaining the practical elements.
	Other
	RB
	Medium
	Review before Sem 1 26/27
	
	
Ongoing

	
	YEAR 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Final exams and research proposal
	This does not marry up with what is presented in lectures. RB explained that extra project preparation sessions to help students analyse data in their final year off the back of DTSR in Year 3. RB will discuss with team to provide more clarity in this regard so YR 2 students feel better prepared ahead of Honours transition.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	

Medium
	
Review before sem 1 26/27
	
	

Ongoing

	
	General exam feedback
	Feedback has been very succinct for exams. More detail on improvements would be welcome by cohorts

	Timetabling and Exams
	RB
	NFA
	
	
	

	
	Tutorials not counting towards final mark has led to low attendance
	RB is aware of this issue. It has been noted that sometimes participation is taken into account, but assessment structures have been simplified, but this will be fed back to the CO.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	


Low
	


Review before sem 1 26/27
	
	


Ongoing

	
	YEAR 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Lectures do not feel relevant to research tutorials (Doing Survey Research)
	Low tutorial attendance has been noted in this year group too. There are variations and inconsistencies across the tutor team.
	Other
	RB
	


NFA
	
	
	

	
	Feedback for exams
	Social Theory feedback format was not deemed helpful by student.  This was posted on the Learn pages, but not a lot of detail received regarding what could be improved. RB to contact CO about feedback consistency.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	


Medium
	


Review before sem 1 26/27
	
	



Ongoing

	
	Sociology Project proposal
	Students were not sure about the expected attendance dates; further sign posting would be welcome.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	


NFA
	
	
	

	
	YEAR 4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Feedback re Sociology Project
	Communication improvement between students and supervisors has been suggested as marking and feedback has been inconsistent across the cohort. RB explained that various methods have been trialled for this course, hence reverting back to 2 independent markers in 25/26. Suggestions for one marker can be made but there are downsides.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	NFA
	
	
	

	
	Ethical clearance for Sociology Project
	Students noted being marked down. RB will report to specialists to focus on more encouraging feedback.
	Assessment & Feedback
	RB
	
Medium
	

Review before sem 1 26/27
	
	

Ongoing

	
	Cohorts noted that some courses this semester taught concepts that students found hard to follow.
	This applied to Sociology of Freedom, Social and Political Movements. RB will feed back to COs.
	Other
	RB
	

Medium
	


Review before sem 1 26/27
	
	


Ongoing

	
	AOB
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	RB thanked all reps for their hard work this academic year.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



