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[bookmark: _Toc143248089]WELCOME TO POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc143248090]Welcome from Head of Subject
Welcome (back) to Politics & International Relations (PIR)!
[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that the Honours years of your programme are the best yet. Having mastered the core foundations of politics and international relations in your pre-honours courses, years 3 and 4 give you the chance to engage in in-depth study of issues that are of particular interest to you.  Indeed, we are proud to have one of the largest offerings of option courses for PIR students anywhere in the UK. All of our honours courses are offered by active researchers who will stretch you to analyse key developments and debates in the academic fields of PIR and in world affairs. You’ll also gain important insights into research design and skills to use in your future employment and life. This is particularly the case with the fourth year dissertation, which will allow you to showcase your academic abilities in a project of your choosing alongside a supportive supervisor.
In years 3 and 4, students usually begin to feel even more a part of our learning community and we’re keen to make that community as strong as possible. We offer lots of support to help you through the year. Our new system of student support links the work of your year cohort lead, who will help to build a sense of community amongst you and your fellow students as well as providing academic support, with a truly outstanding team of student advisors, who will help with any special circumstances or personal issues affecting your study. 
You’ll also feel more a part of PIR as you get to know students and staff in smaller classes. But you can further build the PIR community by becoming involved. Inside this handbook you’ll find a list of organisations and societies open to you as a PIR student. We run a series of events throughout the year (student-staff events, lectures from academics from our university and beyond).  Our vibrant student society (the Edinburgh Political Union) will, once again,  offer lots of talks, debates and social events. Remember, PIR staff are also keen to be involved in relevant student events that you organise, so let us know of any such opportunities. 
Some of the very best ideas for community-building come from students themselves, so please do share them with us. We are really keen to hear from you. 
To keep track of what is going on in the wider PIR community (including staff and society events) check out our website and Twitter feed (@EdinburghPIR). 
All good wishes,
[image: ]

Professor Ben Rosamond, 
Head of Politics and International Relations
Contact: ben.rosamond@ed.ac.uk 



[bookmark: _Toc143248091]General Undergraduate Programme Information
In addition to this PIR Handbook, please also be sure to read the SPS General Undergraduate Programme Information. This is available here: Student Handbooks Page
[bookmark: _Toc143248092]Key contacts
[bookmark: _Toc112397726][bookmark: _Toc429746865]
[bookmark: _Toc143248093]Your Student Advisor (SA) Year 1 and 4 as well as all PPE students

If you are a Politics or Politics with Quantitative Methods student in years 1 to 4 your main support contact is: 
Alex Dysart — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060 , Room G.05
If you are an International Relations student years 1 to 2 or an International Relations and International Law or International Relations with Quantitative Methods student years 1 to 4, your main support contact is:
Kenny Maclean — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060, Room G.05
If you are an International Relations student in years 3 to 4 your main support contact is:
Natalie Stroud — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060, Room G.05
If you are a Politics, Philosophy and Economics student in years 1 to 4 your main support contact is: 
Cristina Roman — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060, Room G.05

Welcome message from your SA and SSO:
As your Student Support Team, we are here to help you through your exciting, interesting and sometimes stressful University journey. The student experience is extremely important to us here at the University of Edinburgh, as we aim for a consistent quality of provision, while also helping you to monitor your progress and performance. We are here to offer help and advice on a range of different matters including personal support, special circumstances and many more.
Ordinarily, we'd be telling you to pop into the Student Advice and Support Office to say hello anytime, but things will be a bit different this year! We are hybrid-working, with some days in CMB and some days from home. To arrange a meeting either in-person or virtually on Microsoft Teams, you can email us and we'll get back to you as soon as we can. We can be contacted at student.sps@ed.ac.uk and our working hours are usually 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday.
We look forward to meeting you soon and hope you have a great start to the semester.
Alex, Kenny, Natalie and Christina



[bookmark: _Toc429401072][bookmark: _Toc143248094]DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AND COURSES
[bookmark: _Toc143248095]Year 3
[bookmark: _Toc524356280][bookmark: _Toc143248096]Expectations of Honours
As you embark on your third year, you will probably find that there are some differences in your university life. Honours years typically involve the chance to study your chosen topics in more depth. You might notice a step level change in difficulty and expectation. You will need to develop more critical engagement with the literature and a stronger voice. You will need to read and think more, and more independently. You will probably notice a difference in tutorials and class discussion. 
Honours courses in PIR now tend to have multiple modes of assessment (e.g. essays; presentations; group presentations; tutorial participation; policy or parliamentary briefs and/or exams or coursework only). We see this as an important part of enhancing your learning experience, skills and employability. Course guides provide information on essay topics; word length and any further course specific requirements for written work. Further information about how different components are assessed, and how feedback is provided, can be found in the relevant sections below. The skills learnt through Fundamentals should have helped prepare you for this range of assessments, but do make use of your Course Organiser/Advisor for advice and guidance if need be.

[bookmark: _Toc143248097]Politics Year 3
For the MA (Honours) Politics degree, students in their third year must take and pass one compulsory 20 credit course: Research Design in Politics and International Relations. A further 100 credits are taken in Year 3. 
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: Politics Year 3 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc143248098]Politics with Quantitative Methods Year 3
For the MA (Honours) Politics with Quantitative Methods, honours students must ensure that they have at least 60 credits of QM and no more than 80 credits of QM during years 3 and 4. Students in their third year must take and pass Research Design in Politics and International Relations, and Statistical Modelling. A further 80 credits are taken in Year 3.
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: Politics with QM Year 3 DRPS
[bookmark: _Toc143248099]Politics, Philosophy and Economics Year 3
If you are PPE, you are required to take and pass 40 credits in Politics, 40 in Philosophy and 40 in Economics.
Students considering taking the Politics Dissertation in Year 4 are strongly recommended to take Research Design in Politics and International Relations (20 credits) in Year 3.
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:   
PPE Year 3 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc143248100]International Relations Year 3
For the MA (Honours) International Relations degree, students in their third year must take and pass one compulsory 20 credit course: Research Design in Politics and International Relations. A further 100 credits are taken in Year 3. 
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR Year 3 DRPS 

[bookmark: _Toc143248101]International Relations and International Law Year 3
For the MA (Honours) International Relations and International Law degree, students in their third year must take and pass one compulsory 20 credit course: Research Design in Politics and International Relations. A further 100 credits are taken in Year 3 (40 IR credits and 60 Law credits).
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR &IL Year 3 DRPS 

[bookmark: _Toc143248102]International Relations with Quantitative Methods Year 3
For the MA (Honours) International Relations with Quantitative Methods, honours students must ensure that they have at least 60 credits of QM and no more than 80 credits of QM during years 3 and 4. Students in their third year must take and pass Research Design in Politics and International Relations, and Statistical Modelling. A further 80 credits are taken in Year 3.
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR with QM Year 3 DRPS 

[bookmark: _Toc524356282][bookmark: _Toc143248103]Compulsory Courses in 3rd Year PIR 
Research Design in Politics and International Relations [for all]
Research Design in Politics and International Relations will equip students with the skills necessary to understand, critically assess and undertake the research design process. Students will gain a good grasp of the behavioural assumptions in social science research, knowledge of a range of data collection methods (and how to assess the appropriateness of each), as well as the steps within a successful research project design. More specifically students will learn how to choose a topic, formulate a research question and hypotheses, select cases, navigate measurement issues, and undertake a range of data collection methods.  The course builds on courses offered in second year – Introduction to Political Data Analysis (IPDA) and Comparative Politics in a Globalized World – both of which concentrate on methods of analysing evidence. This course focuses on how to collect your own evidence in response to your own research question. Beyond that it covers a range of issues which will be of use to political researchers: writing literature reviews, evaluating methodological choices, and ethical issues around political research.  

Statistical Modelling [for PIR with Quants only]
This course covers generalized linear models, some major statistical learning tools, and models for complex causal relationships, mainly in the context of social sciences. Lectures are combined with practical computer lab tutorials in order to illustrate the applications of the theoretical tools. The analysis is carried out using the statistical software environment R, which is freely available under the GNU General Public License.

[bookmark: _Toc429401074][bookmark: _Toc524356283][bookmark: _Toc143248104]Dissertation Planning
The required course Research Design in Politics and International Relations will help you immensely in planning for your PIR dissertation. It replaces the workshops we used to run as dissertation preparation. You should be thinking throughout your third year of possible topics for your dissertation, and begin background reading if possible. We will invite you to submit your dissertation topic at the end of year 3, and you will be allocated a supervisor based on your topic by the start of your fourth year. Staff are always happy to suggest readings if you make an appointment to see them during Feedback and Guidance Hours.

[bookmark: _Toc143248105]Choosing courses for following academic year
Course pre-selection will open at the end of the semester 2 exam period. At this time, returning students will receive an email inviting them to pre-select their courses to allow for allocations over the summer period. The link below will take you to the pre-selection section of our website, where you will find the relevant information closer to the time: Choosing your Courses
We strongly advise you submit your pre-selection choices by the deadline stated to ensure you have the best chance of receiving your preferred choice of courses.

[bookmark: _Toc51605166][bookmark: _Toc143248106]Requesting to change a course 
Up until the Thursday of week 2 of teaching, you can request to change one of the courses you have signed up to or to join a waiting list for a course within our school. More information can be found here: Course Change Requests


[bookmark: _Toc143248107]Year 4
[bookmark: _Toc524106453][bookmark: _Toc143248108]Expectations of Senior Honours
As you now know, Honours years typically involve the chance to study your chosen topics in more depth, with a step level change in difficulty and expectation, and the expectation that you engage more critically with the literature and develop a stronger voice in your written work. We have introduced more of what we call ‘Honours Seminars’ this year: small, staff-taught, seminar style courses, where fourth years are given priority places. We hope you find them a rewarding complement to some of our longer-established and popular Honours options.
As you will also know, Honours courses in PIR now tend to have multiple modes of assessment (e.g. essays; presentations; group presentations; tutorial participation; policy or parliamentary briefs and/or exams or coursework only). We see this as an important part of enhancing your learning experience, skills and employability. Course guides provide information on essay topics; word length and any further course specific requirements for written work. Further information about how different components are assessed, and how feedback is provided, can be found in the relevant sections below. The skills learnt through Fundamentals should have helped prepare you for this range of assessments, but do make use of your Course Organiser/Advisor for advice and guidance if need be.
It is important in your Senior Honours year to enhance your career prospects both through working as hard as you can in your courses, but in exploiting the extra-curricular opportunities the subject area, School and University offers. You will also want to ensure you are building your enhanced transcript through recording your extra-curricular activities and successe. More information can be found here: Information on the Higher Education Achievement Report (HEAR)

Some of you may be able to gain recognition for your extra-curricular activities through the Edinburgh Award. More information on this can be found here: Edinburgh Award

[bookmark: _Toc143248109]Politics Year 4
For the MA (Honours) Politics degree, students in their fourth year must take and pass the 40 credit Dissertation in Politics, take another 60 credits which can be picked from the list of PIR optional honours courses, and finally select 20 optional credits. 
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: 
Politics Year 4 DRPS


[bookmark: _Toc143248110]Politics with Quantitative Methods Year 4
For the MA (Honours) Politics with Quantitative Methods, students in their fourth year must take and pass the Dissertation in Politics. Students must ensure that they have at least 60 credits of QM and no more than 80 credits of QM. They should take Statistical Modelling if they have not done so in year 3. 
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:
Politics with QM Year 4 DRPS
[bookmark: _Toc112397752][bookmark: _Toc143248111]Politics, Philosophy and Economics Year 4
If you are PPE, you are required to take and pass the Dissertation but can choose which topic to take it in- Politics, Economics or Philosophy. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:   
PPE Year 4 DRPS
	
[bookmark: _Toc143248112]International Relations Year 4
For the MA (Honours) International Relations degree, students in their fourth year must take and pass the 40 credit Dissertation in IR, take another 60 credits which can be picked from the list of PIR optional honours courses, and finally select 20 optional credits.  
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR Year 4 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc143248113]International Relations and International Law Year 4
For the MA (Honours) International Relations and International Law degree, students in their fourth year must take and pass the 40 credit Dissertation in IR, and take another 80 credits (20 IR credits and 60 Law credits).
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:
IR & IL Year 4 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc143248114]International Relations with Quantitative Methods Year 4
For the MA (Honours) International Relations with Quantitative Methods, students in their fourth year must take and pass the Dissertation in IR. Students must ensure that they have at least 60 credits of QM and no more than 80 credits of QM. They should take Statistical Modelling if they have not done so in year 3. 
Please see Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR with QM Year 4 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc143248115]JYA Returning Students
PIR (single honours and combined) students returning from a JYA should ensure that they take any required courses that they could not find a replacement for whilst abroad. They can remind themselves of their obligations here: JYA webpage 

[bookmark: _Toc524106455][bookmark: _Toc143248116]Compulsory Courses in 4th Year PIR 
Dissertation in PIR
In writing your dissertation, you will draw upon all the skills you have been developing since you started studying PIR – reading critically, analysing arguments, collecting data, and writing effectively. The dissertation requires you to develop your own research question, focusing on a topic of interest to you. You will need to set your own deadlines for writing drafts and meeting with your supervisor. See your supervisor as a resource: their job is not to tell you what to do, or to say ‘that’s good enough’ but to help you make your work better – by helping you focus your question, locate the best sources, and draft more effective chapters. Make sure you schedule appointments or attend guidance & feedback hours. The point of sending a supervisor a draft chapter is for them to suggest ways for you to improve it. There is no point in submitting a draft to them, unless you make time to consider their suggested changes. Writing a dissertation is a big challenge for many students, but it can also be very rewarding, if you put in the time and effort!
You should by now have downloaded your Dissertation Handbook and have the key dates and marking procedures to hand. If not please do so ASAP!

Research Design in Politics and International Relations [for PIR students returning from JYA who couldn’t find a suitable replacement] 
Research Design in Politics and International Relations will equip students with the skills necessary to understand, critically assess and undertake the research design process. Students will gain a good grasp of the behavioural assumptions in social science research, knowledge of a range of data collection methods (and how to assess the appropriateness of each), as well as the steps within a successful research project design. More specifically students will learn how to choose a topic, formulate a research question and hypotheses, select cases, navigate measurement issues, and undertake a range of data collection methods.  The course builds on courses offered in second year – Introduction to Political Data Analysis (IPDA) and Comparative Politics – both of which concentrate on methods of analysing evidence. This course focuses on how to collect your own evidence in response to your own research question. Beyond that it covers a range of issues which will be of use to political researchers: writing literature reviews, evaluating methodological choices, and ethical issues around political research.  
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