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· Government, Policy and Society
· Government, Policy and Society with Quantitative Methods
· Social Policy and Economics
· Social Policy and Law
· Social Policy and Politics
· Social Policy and Sociology
· Social Policy with Quantitative Methods
· Social Policy with Social and Political Studies
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If you require this document or any of the internal University of Edinburgh online resources mentioned in this document in an alternative format please email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk .

[bookmark: _Toc141433614]Welcome to Social Policy

Social Policy has been taught in the University of Edinburgh since 1918. The Subject Group is ranked 4th in the UK and 8th in the world, and is amongst the front rank for the quality of its teaching and research.*

*Source: QS world rankings, 2022

To find full details of Social Policy staff and what we are doing, please visit our website:  Social Policy Website. You can also follow current news from the department on twitter at @uoesocialpolicy.  We would be very happy to have suggestions for improvements to this handbook. Comments can be directed to Professor Daniel Clegg, Head of Subject: (daniel.clegg@ed.ac.uk ).
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A listing of Social Policy staff can be found on our website: Social Policy Staff Website
All Social Policy staff have weekly guidance and feedback hours. If you cannot make it to guidance and feedback hours then staff are happy to arrange alternative meeting times. You can contact them by e-mail.

For first and second year students, your Student Advisor is Fiona Kelly. Your Student Advisor can act as a first point of contact for all students who wish to discuss an issue relating to your studies. Fiona is located in CMB, room G.04. Will Rennie is also a Student Advisor in Social Policy and, where Fiona is unavailable, you may be able to speak with Will or one of the other student advisors.To arrange a meeting either online or in person please email student.sps@ed.ac.uk . 

The Cohort Leads for first and second year students are:

· Year 1 -   Rob Ralston (Rob.Ralston@ed.ac.uk)
· Year 2 -   Richard Brodie (R.Brodie@ed.ac.uk)
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The Social Policy Subject Group seeks to promote these aims:

· to present a broad perspective on social policy, an area of public policy that embraces:
· the distribution of resources;
· social and economic changes and their implications for society;
· the impact of policy on social divisions, social justice, social exclusion and social integration;
· to promote an appreciation of multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of social policy, which draw on various disciplines, in particular, sociology, politics, law and economics;
· to introduce students to a variety of theoretical perspectives, which foster an ability to appraise and understand different points of view;
· to encourage students to think about social policy comparatively;
· to integrate up-to-date research with teaching;
· to encourage the acquisition of transferable skills, including skills of learning, skills of computing, skills in time and project management, and skills to contribute to public debate about social issues;
· to provide opportunities for students to acquire practical experience of social policy;
· to provide opportunities for students from all kinds of background;
· to foster an informal, inclusive and tolerant environment for learning.
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Social Policy can be studied as a single-honours subject in the programme Government, Policy and Society, or as a joint honours with Economics, Geography, Law, a range of Modern European Languages, Politics, Social Anthropology and Sociology.  Note that the required programmes differ according to each degree curricula; students should check their specific degree programme requirements here: Programmes of Study
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To be admitted to honours in Social Policy, you must gain a mark of 50% or more at the first attempt in all required second-year courses for their registered degree and have passed all other elements of the 1st and 2nd year curriculum by the end of your second year. Students registered for degrees based in the School have the right to progress to Honours if they meet these requirements; for other students, progression is at the discretion of the responsible Director of Undergraduate Teaching (DUGT) for Social Policy. If you do not meet the requirements but wish to study Social Policy at Honours level, you should apply to the current DUGT. 

In order to progress to Year 4, a full-time student must attain the minimum of
360 credit points by the end of Year 3.
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Your Cohort Lead will be a member of academic staff familiar with your general area of study and the expectations of academic work in your discipline, and will help you reflect on your academic progress and achievements. They can offer advice on how your courses fit together, how you might make the most of feedback you receive and how to make the most of your time at university by taking part in extracurricular academic activities. They can also offer advice on postgraduate study, internships, relevant activities and events and more. Cohort Leads work with other colleagues to support your academic development and help you feel a sense of belonging to your programme and subject area as well as the School and wider University.
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Your Student Advisor plays a major role in providing pastoral support and advice on procedures, and can act as a first point of contact if you wish to discuss an issue relating to your studies.

Student Advisors can also deal with routine issues, such as assisting with completing Special Circumstances forms, without you needing to arrange a meeting with your Cohort Lead. If there are any circumstances affecting your studies that you would like to discuss with someone, your Student Advisor is there to help. It is important that you keep us informed of any issues you feel may impact your studies, so please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Contact information for our Student Advice and Support team can be found here: 
Student Advice and Support in SPS

[bookmark: _Toc141433623]Peer Support

Gain new insights and inspiration by studying with your classmates online through our six Peer Assisted Learning schemes (PALS). These are run by pre-honours and honours students who will run interactive learning sessions via LEARN over the semester. Sessions are open to anyone on core courses with Peer Learning provisions in Social Policy, Sociology, Politics and IR, Sustainable Development, Sociology and Social Anthropology. PALS groups will be in touch via Learn, email or other means to communicate arrangements for forthcoming sessions. 
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Students looking for Academic English support can access this here: English Language Support

Students for whom English is a second language can also take the ALLSIS training course. More details can be found here: ALLSIS
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