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KEY SOCIOLOGY PROGRAMME CONTACT DETAILS

[bookmark: _Hlk143262081]Head of Subject – Dr Hugo Gorringe, 1.02, 22 George Square 
Email: h.gorringe@ed.ac.uk Tel: 0131 650 3940

[bookmark: _Hlk143263190]Subject Academic Adviser – Dr Nathan Coombs, 6.20 Chrystal Macmillan Building
Email: Nathan.coombs@ed.ac.uk Tel: 0131 651 7112

Undergraduate Programme Director – Dr Michael Rosie, 1.01, 22 George Square 
Email: m.j.rosie@ed.ac.uk Tel: 0131 651 1651 

Project and Project Preparation Course – Dr Michael Rosie, 1.01, 22 George Square
Email: m.j.rosie@ed.ac.uk Tel: 0131 651 1651

Year 3 & 4 Cohort Leads –	Dr Stephen Kemp (single degrees) s.kemp@ed.ac.uk
				Prof Nick Prior (joint degrees) n.prior@ed.ac.uk

Study Abroad Exchange Coordinator – Prof Nick Prior, n.prior@ed.ac.uk

Exams Convener – Dr Claire Haggett, 6.27, Chrystal MacMillan Building
Email: claire.haggett@ed.ac.uk Tel: 0131 651 1574

SPS Course Administrators - Undergraduate Teaching Office 
Email: ugteaching.sps@ed.ac.uk 

SPS Student Advisers – Student Advice and Support Team (SAS), G.04, Chrystal MacMillan Building
Email: Student.sps@ed.ac.uk 

Sociology Student Adviser (Single honours): Fiona Kelly
(Joint honours): Kirsty Buckley

Student Advisers from other subject areas will be able to help you too: 
SPS Student Advisers: https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/support/team
 


WELCOME TO SOCIOLOGY HONOURS, 2024-25

This handbook should be read in addition to The School of Social and Political Science 2024-25 General Undergraduate Student Handbook which contains general information about programmes in SPS, see 
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/student-handbooks

This Handbook is intended to help you organise your work during your Honours years.  Although a lot of it focuses, of necessity, on timetables, rules and regulations, we hope that these are a minor feature of your experience of sociology, and that you enjoy the next year or two.

Remember that if anything is unclear or goes wrong, there are a lot of people who can help: your course teachers, your Student Advisers (Fiona Kelly or Kirsty Buckley), the Subject Academic Adviser (Nathan Coombs), the Undergraduate Programme Director (Michael Rosie), and the Head of Sociology (Hugo Gorringe). Teaching staff all keep feedback and guidance hours in which they see students individually and our room and telephone numbers and e-mail addresses can be found online at https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/subject-area/sociology/people-intro

You will also find it helpful to use the Sociology webpages. You can go directly to the Sociology home page at https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/sociology, or reach it by following the Schools and Departments link on the University home page. Sociology is located within the School of Social and Political Science.  

The School web page is another important resource: https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/
 
Finally, although we make every effort to ensure that the information in the Handbook is accurate and up to date, we can’t always foresee changes and new developments. We will make sure you are kept informed of any changes that affect you, via your University (i.e., ‘sms’) email account.


All dates in this Handbook are given with respect to semesters. Dates of semesters are as follows:

	
		2024-25

	Semester 1
	16th September – 29th November 2024 (end of teaching)
9th – 20th December 2024: Examination period 


	Semester 2
	13th January – 4th April 2025 (end of teaching)
28th April – 23rd May: Examination period
Resit Examinations take place in August 




INTRODUCTION - A BIT OF PAST AND PRESENT
The Department of Sociology began in 1964 when Tom Burns (1913-2001) was appointed the first Professor. Sociological research and teaching had taken place here for several years before that - perhaps represented most notably by two famous monographs, Burns's own The Management of Innovation (written with G. Stalker) published in 1961 and Erving Goffman's The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life which was originally published in Edinburgh in 1956. Burns published his acclaimed Erving Goffman in 1992.

In the summer of 2001, the Department became a subject area of the School of Social and Political Science, which also includes Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (STIS), Politics and International Relations, Social Policy, Social Anthropology and Social Work.

Central, in our view, to the project of sociology is the idea that individual lives and public issues can be understood fully only by placing them in their social context. So we seek:

· to promote learning and scholarship of the highest quality, with research and teaching mutually supportive, encompassing a wide variety of topics and perspectives, relevant both to Scotland and to the wider international world;
· to contribute to critical public debate about social institutions, and to equip our students with the necessary skills to engage in and evaluate contributions to that debate;
· to foster a culture of participation, collegiality and free and rigorous inquiry.

We seek to make access as equitable as possible, for example, for those of different genders, ages, cultures, nationalities and social classes. Chrystal Macmillan Building has full disabled access.

Where we are  
Sociology staff are housed in various places, including Chrystal Macmillan Building (15A George Square), 21 and 22 George Square, 18 and 21 Buccleuch Place. Staff will do their best to make themselves available to see students individually if at all possible. Please make an appointment to see the member of staff concerned, by contacting them directly. The best way to do this is by email. 

Sociology Seminars 
You are encouraged to attend the Sociology Seminars and events. Details of upcoming events will appear on the Sociology events website:
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/news-events/events




DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AND COURSES
Programme Specification for the MA in Sociology and its associated joint degrees, University of Edinburgh
In 2000, the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education published a benchmark statement for sociology to "provide a means for the academic community to describe the nature and characteristics of programmes". Amongst other things, this statement provides "general guidance for articulating the learning outcomes" for programmes such as the Edinburgh honours degree in sociology and its joint degrees. 

SOCIOLOGY 3 
‘Sociology 3’ is the shorthand we use to describe those students graduating with a general degree (the BA Humanities and Social Science) who take Sociology as their major subject of study. Although people taking this option will broaden their sociological knowledge and understanding, discipline-specific skills and general cognitive skills, the wide variety of choice means that learning outcomes will vary somewhat with the courses taken. 

Most of this Handbook also applies to ‘Sociology 3’ students – A BA degree can be general or can be in a specific subject-area. If you would like to make sure that you can qualify for a BA designated in Sociology please contact a Student Adviser.   


HONOURS DEGREE CURRICULA AND COURSE CHOICES

If you are taking honours, you will be registered either for Single Honours Sociology, or for a Joint Honours, or ‘With’ degree. The structures of our ‘With’ degrees differ from programme to programme so you should check on DRPS for the specific requirements of your programme. Any deviation from your normal curriculum must be approved by the Head of Sociology and/or the Head of your joint/with Subject.

The course requirements differ according to each degree curricula; students should check their specific degree programme requirements. Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme of Study (DRPS) for your programme and ensure your course choices comply.

You should consult the DRPS or Path to ensure that you are following the correct curriculum for your degree programme. If you have any doubts then you should speak to your Personal Tutor.

You must become familiar with the particular requirements of your degree and ensure that you do the correct number of options. 


Degree Regulations & Programmes of Study (DRPS) can be found here: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/24-25/dpt/drps_sps.htm 






SOCIOLOGY HONOURS PROJECT

Sociology Project Preparation course (0 credit)
This course provides Junior Honours students with information that is essential to their Project work and attendance is therefore an essential requirement for all Single Honours students and for all Joint Honours students who intend to do a Sociology Project (or have yet to decide). The course includes submission of a compulsory Research Proposal document and an ethical audit, to be submitted towards the end of the second semester of Junior Honours. For further details, see the Sociology Project handbook available on Learn.
The Project 
The project topic is chosen by the end of the first semester of Junior Honours and the project is planned in the second semester. Some of the necessary research and analysis is conducted between the end of the second semester and the beginning of the next academic year in September. Analysis is completed and the final report written up in the first semester of Senior Honours.

Most Joint and 'with' degrees require a project/dissertation as part of the curriculum, although most allow you to choose whether to do a project in Sociology or your other degree subject. If you choose to do the project in another subject, make sure you are aware of what this project entails, as the requirements may differ from Sociology projects. 

Students doing joint honours degrees, who have a choice about whether or not to do their project in Sociology, must make a final decision by Week 13 of semester 1, junior honours, at the latest. If you may be doing a Sociology Project you must attend the Project Preparation Sessions.
Joint students with Law (i.e., the Law and Sociology LLB) may NOT do a Sociology Project. Students taking the joint degree with Psychology must do their Project in Psychology if they wish their degree to be recognised by the British Psychological Society (BPS), and should ensure that their curriculum is in other ways compliant with BPS requirements (see your Psychology 3rd and 4th year Handbooks).

For more Project information please see the Project Handbook on Learn.

OTHER COURSE ISSUES

Courses taught outwith Sociology 
Some honours option courses are taught outwith Sociology. Assessment procedures and submission dates for these courses are as laid down by those teaching the course. Check with the course teacher what these are: do not assume they will be the same as for courses taught within Sociology. 

Course evaluations 
At the end of each Semester, you will be asked to complete a course evaluation questionnaire covering all aspects of the course and your studies. 

For more details on how we gather and use your feedback to enhance courses and the quality of our degree programmes, the University Student Partnership Agreement and student representation, please see our Student Voice Policy at https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/academic-life/student-voice 



[bookmark: _Toc428267404]FEEDBACK 

We aspire to deliver the highest quality feedback, assessment and learning environment to our students. One important step is to ensure that all of our staff and students are fully informed of our procedures. We thus provide below a summary of measures in place. 

Feedback takes many forms including:

• detailed feedback sheets for coursework
• written or verbal feedback on tutorial presentations and performance
• general and individualised feedback on exams, including opportunities to view and discuss  exam performance 
• Ongoing opportunities for informal feedback and discussion with teaching staff during Guidance and Feedback hours

Our online information on feedback and assessment contains guidance on ‘writing essays’, ‘making the most of feedback’ ‘study involvement and representation’, special circumstances, etc. The same web-page provides information on the latest developments in assessment and feedback. You can view these pages at:  https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/assessment-regulations/coursework 
[bookmark: _Toc428267406]
[bookmark: _Toc428267408]
ASSESSMENTS – What Sociology are looking for: 
In Sociology 1 and Sociology 2, the emphasis is on grasping and using material that (with limited exceptions) we largely “pre-package” for you via lectures, Learn and reading lists. In Honours, you have to go beyond this. What this means in practice varies. No single set of guidelines can cover, for example, statistics exercises, long-essays in your optional courses, your project and your exam answers. However, the School of Social and Political Science grading criteria can be found at: https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/assessment-regulations/marking-descriptors 
Our award of a first or upper-second class degree means we are saying that you are capable, if you so choose, of going on to add your own original contributions to sociological knowledge. Only a small number of truly exceptional students genuinely do this during their undergraduate degree (that is the job of the PhD), but to get a good degree you have to demonstrate that you are capable of doing it. 


Prizes 
Sociology awards the following Academic Prizes for Senior Honours: 
· The Colin Bell prize for the best Sociology Honours project 
· The Tom Burns prize for best performance in Sociology Single Honours 
· The Violet Laidlaw prize for best performance in Joint Honours 
· The Stanley Raffel prize for best performance in Social Theory


SPENDING YOUR JUNIOR HONOURS YEAR ABROAD 

In SPS, we often refer to study abroad in Year 3 as JYA – Junior (Honours) Year Abroad. Applications are made during a student’s second year.

Students on a year abroad are expected to engage with the Sociology Project (if applicable to them). They are enrolled on the Sociology Project Preparation course and can access all the Learn resources, and they are required to come up with a topic and find a supervisor (more information on this can be found in the Project Handbook on Learn).

Students who study abroad in Year 3 must successfully complete a full course load at the host university in order to progress into the subsequent year of their degree. A transcript of results will have to be returned to the University. Full details on this can be found at: https://www.ed.ac.uk/global/your-options/exchange-programmes/academic-matters 
 
Students who spend their junior year abroad will have their degree classification calculated solely on the basis of their 4th year marks. For further details please see regulation 55 of the Taught assessment Regulations at 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/regulations/assessment 

The Sociology JYA Co-ordinator for 2024-25 is Professor Nick Prior (n.prior@ed.ac.uk)



POSTGRADUATE STUDY 
We are always happy to welcome back undergraduates to our postgraduate programmes! 
Sociology at Edinburgh offers a number of exciting Postgraduate Programmes: 
· MSc in Digital Society
· MSc in Nationalism in Global Perspective
· MSc in Sociology and Global Change

As well as a number of School-wide research and taught programmes, including:

· MSc by Research in Social and Political Science
· MSc in Social Research

Prospective SPS students can also find information on our Graduate Schools web pages at https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/postgraduate 
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