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DISCLAIMER
It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself with the contents of this handbook and refer to it throughout the course of the academic year.
It should be read together with the Online Learning Student Handbook, which provides information about rules and procedures for all Online Learning taught programmes in the School of Social and Political Science.
Policies and procedures described in this handbook may be subject to change. Any changes will be communicated to students via email.
This handbook does not supersede University Regulations, the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University's Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study and the Taught Assessment Regulations, or the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. 
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information given here was correct at the time of writing, but this handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and student. 
[bookmark: _Toc206074048]Welcome
The programme we embark upon together contextualises and analyses the processes that have shaped poverty and ‘development’ in developing countries, and the many responses to them.
We look at development issues across global, national, and local contexts using multi-disciplinary approaches that stress social, historical, and political factors.
Our students culminate their studies with a rigorous grounding in major debates, theories, and critical concepts as well as a proficiency in applying them to investigate contemporary development challenges, policy processes, and initiatives. This programme is perfect for those working or willing to work in international development organisations, United Nations agencies, charities, non-governmental organisations, government ministries, and the private sector as well as in research institutions.
The educational aims of the programme are to:
· Introduce and engage students with the central debates in international development, both in the past decades and in present day;
· Equip students with an advanced knowledge and understanding of international development, including its main actors;
· Enable students to critically evaluate the empirical, theoretical, and methodological dimensions involved in the study of international development and the assessment of developmental change and ‘progress’;
· Develop high-quality skills in the background research, analysis, and synthesis of information, and presentation of an argument, orally and in writing;

· Equip students with the knowledge and skills needed for progression to relevant professional work (including leadership positions) or to higher level academic study.
[bookmark: _Toc203556531][bookmark: _Toc206074049]About this handbook
This handbook is a guide for students on the online MSc in International Development. You should familiarise yourself with it before starting your studies. 
Listed below are other important sources of information and guidance you will need to refer to during your studies:
· The Online Learning Student Handbook introduces the School of Social and Political Science, your points of contact there and the systems, regulations and processes which apply to all programmes and courses.
· The course pages in LEARN will outline the course content, readings, assessment deadlines, and staff contact details. You will have access to each course shortly before the course starts.
· The SPS Online Learning Hub on LEARN contains a vast array of information including the Getting Started guide, instructions on using the library and other support services, and useful contact details. All students will have access to the Hub when they commence their studies and will find it listed in their LEARN pages.
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The School of Social and Political Science is one of the largest Schools within the University of Edinburgh. Our interdisciplinary structure fosters vibrant research that cuts across traditional social scientific boundaries to bring together experts from across the School and the University.
The School has a long tradition of sharing knowledge and engaging in public policy debates within Scotland, Europe and beyond. With numerous faculty members coming from across the world, and many dynamic international research collaborations, the School’s connections span the globe.
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This MSc programme is administered by the Centre of African Studies (CAS) at the School of Social and Political Science. Today, CAS is one of the world’s leading centres for the study of Africa and international development, a history going back to its founding in 1962 when it was among the first of its kind in the UK.
As the largest dedicated centre in the UK, we provide vibrant, cutting- edge research and teaching – and it is our pleasure to welcome you into our community.
As part of SSPS, our interdisciplinary focus cuts across traditional social scientific boundaries, creating a simulating environment in which to work and study that bridges virtual and physical classrooms and contexts.
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The programme team are here to help you throughout your studies. Opportunities to raise issues and seek support are built into each course but other key contacts are listed below.
Programme Director and Cohort Lead
Dr Thabani Mutambasere 
Email: spsidodl@ed.ac.uk 
Student Advisers
Cath Thompson and Kasia Mazurkiewicz
Email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk 

Programme Administrator
Maria Brichs
Email: PGTaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
Phone: +44 (0) 131 651 3205
Twitter @IntDev_at_UofE
LinkedIn Centre of African Studies
The External Examiner for the MSc for 2025/26 is to be confirmed.
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This MSc (180 credits) is offered as a 2-year and 3-year programme. You will complete 120 credits of taught courses, and a dissertation (60 credits). 
Please consult the Degree Programme Table for more information:
International Development 2-Years
International Development 3-Years 
Compulsory Courses (all 20 credits)
· Politics and Theories of International Development 
· Global Development Challenges 
· Analysing Development
· Researching International Development 
Elective Courses 
Students will take 40 credits of electives throughout the programme, and may take a maximum of 20 credits from outside SSPS:
· SSPS electives (20 credits):
· Displacement and Development
· Dynamics of African Development 
· Key Skills in Development Practice 
· The remaining 20 credits can be either:
· another SSPS course (as above), or
· one 20-credit outside course*, or
· two 10-credit outside courses*
Elective courses may change each academic year.
*Outside courses are taught by other Schools within the University of Edinburgh and have limited availability. 


If you start the MSc, but your circumstances change, you can end your studies with the award of a Postgraduate Certificate in Global Development Challenges after completing the first three core courses (60 credits).
To be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in International Development, you would complete the four core courses and two elective courses (120 credits).
Any enquiry to transfer from a 2-year to the 3-year programme should be made to the programme director, copying the programme administrator. Please note that transfer is not automatic and may not be administratively possible (and cannot be used to re-take a course).
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You will complete the dissertation at the end of your final year. To prepare you for the dissertation you will take the course Researching International Development, which will provide the research training essential to your success, while the core and optional courses will equip you with the necessary theoretical and analytical skills.
You will have many opportunities to discuss your dissertation topic with the programme director from the end of your first year in the programme. As you approach the dissertation stage, you will receive guidance in the dedicated dissertation Learn page, and the Dissertation Handbook.
Your supervisor will be drawn from CAS and from other departments involved in International Development teaching and research.
An indicative timeline of the dissertation process is available in the course descriptor:  Dissertation
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A placement-based dissertation or PBD is an alternative dissertation format to a standard dissertation which consists of a collaborate, mutually beneficial, pre-agreed project between a student and a host organisation that takes place in May and June. These projects provide excellent opportunities for students to think through theoretical ideas in real world contexts and to gain transferable skills through applied, practical experience. It comprises of a 15,000-word dissertation, consisting of a 12,000-word research paper and a 3,000-word reflective project diary. A copy of the dissertation is also submitted to the host organisation in addition to a separate secondary output, for example, a summary of the dissertation research.
The Study and Work Away Service (SWAY) will advertise Placement-Based Dissertation research projects with our UK and internationally based partners for students to apply to on a competitive basis. Students may instead independently partner with an organisation outside the advertised project list and undertake a student-led placement. Placements may be located in the UK, internationally or on a fully remote basis. All placements are subject to School ethics approval and – for any in-person placements – risk assessment approval from SWAY.
For more information, please refer to the School website:  Placement-Based Dissertations
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This approach seeks to link academic content, assessment methods, and the intended learning outcomes, and is the guiding principle for assessment on this programme. By seeking to design courses that promote continuous learning through both formative and summative assessment activities, assessment supports your learning. Courses will be assessed though a diverse range of methods and will support your development as an independent and critical learner.
Assessment methods will, for example, include both traditional academic work such as essays as well as new kinds of approaches that help link theory to practice such as blogs, case studies, policy briefings, and other activities. Note, there are no exams on this programme.
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Each taught course on the programme will provide you with opportunities to receive formative feedback on your work from tutors and peers. This might take the form of, for example, structured discussion, blog comments, feed- forward tasks, formative assignments, or mid-course feedback. Formative feedback is valuable in supporting your understanding of what is expected from the assessments on each course, pushing your ideas forward, and helping you make the most of your time on the programme.
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These links refer to information mentioned in this handbook. 
	Online Learning Student Handbook
	https://edin.ac/3AMrQpc

	University Regulations
	https://edin.ac/2yRRmvj

	Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study
	https://edin.ac/1TSYUEy

	Taught Assessment Regulations
	https://edin.ac/3wMibPZ

	Postgraduate Prospectus
	https://edin.ac/2raiG47 

	Online Student Getting Started Guide 
	https://edin.ac/2OPLhdA

	School of Social and Political Science (SPS)
	https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/

	Centre of African Studies
	https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/centre-african-studies 

	Centre of African Studies LinkedIn
	https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-centre-of-african-studies-the-university-of-edinburgh/ 

	MSc International Development
	https://edin.ac/3P6P0RB 

	SPS MSc Dissertation
	https://edin.ac/2YjENZI 

	SPS Placement-Based Dissertation
	https://edin.ac/3J3sIMK 



