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1. [bookmark: 1.__Introduction][bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _Toc203038757]Introduction
1.1. [bookmark: 1.1._The_MSc_in_Comparative_Public_Polic][bookmark: _bookmark1][bookmark: _Toc203038758]The MSc in Comparative Public Policy
In a world with increasing international movement of people, globalised economic trade, international co-operation, but also conflict, the developing of an advanced understanding of the similarities and differences of public and social policies across national systems is gaining great importance. This MSc programme provides analytical training in systematic comparison of public and social policies throughout the world, as well as the possibility to acquire substantive knowledge in various policy fields from an international perspective.
More specifically, the programme aims:
· To provide an introduction to methods and theories of comparative analysis and knowledge of the different forms and purposes of comparison in comparative policy related research.
· To provide students with an understanding of the political, economic and social contexts of policy making.
· To equip students with the skills required to research and analyse policy decisions and outcomes within and between countries in a wide range of policy areas.
· To foster an educational setting where students from diverse backgrounds engage in mutually beneficial discussion and debate, learning from a variety of different standpoints and experience.
· To enable students to develop the knowledge and skills that support attainment of a qualification relevant to social and public policy research and progression to higher level academic study or professional work.

1.2. [bookmark: 1.2._This_handbook][bookmark: _bookmark2][bookmark: _Toc203038759]This handbook
The Handbook provides a guide for students on the MSc in Comparative Public Policy. You will find further detailed information in the 2025-26 Postgraduate Taught Handbook.
Please read both carefully and retain them for reference throughout the year.
The handbook supersedes neither University Regulations, formal requirements for each degree set out in the University's Postgraduate Study Programme, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook was correct at the time of printing, but the handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and a student.

1.3. [bookmark: 1.3.__Key_contacts][bookmark: _bookmark3][bookmark: _Toc203038760]Key contacts

	Programme Director
	Dr Jan Eichhorn
Senior Lecturer in Social Policy
School of Social and Political Science
Guidance Feedback Hours: appointment by email - Jan.Eichhorn@ed.ac.uk 


	Student Adviser
	Kasia Mazurkiewicz
School of Social and Political Science
Room G.05, Chrystal Macmillan Building
student.sps@ed.ac.uk 


	Course-related queries
	Postgraduate Teaching Office
pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 




[bookmark: 2._Programme_structure][bookmark: _bookmark4]
All students will have a dedicated Student Adviser, who can help with matters relating to student support, special circumstances, interruption of studies, progression and degree awards and any other programme-related and wellbeing queries.
The Programme Director can provide advice on academic matters.
For course-related queries, e.g. course enrolment, course changes, coursework submission etc. please contact the Postgraduate Teaching Office.
The Postgraduate Students website has further information on welcome week, writing skills, avoiding plagiarism, careers workshops, study skills, dissertations and much more.  

The External Examiner for MSc Comparative Public Policy 2025-26 is:

Dr Ruby Chau, The University of Nottingham





2. [bookmark: _Toc203038761]Programme structure
2.1. [bookmark: 2.1._Full-time_and_part-time_variants_of][bookmark: _bookmark5][bookmark: _Toc203038762]Programme duration and format
The MSc in Comparative Public Policy is studied over 12 months on a full-time basis.
	Duration
	12 months

	Courses
	Six courses over two terms

	Dissertation
	April to August







2.2. [bookmark: 2.2._Taught_course_structure_and_options][bookmark: _bookmark6][bookmark: _Toc203038763]Taught course structure and options
The programme involves successful completion of six taught courses and then a dissertation. The range of taught courses can be found in Path, https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/  but students must take two core courses and a minimum of two specialist courses.

· Compulsory core courses:
Political Issues in Public Policy (Semester 1)
Comparative Analysis of Social and Public Policy (Semester 2)

· At least two out of the four courses listed under Specialist Courses on the Degree Programme Table (the third and fourth may also be taken as options): 

MSc Comparative Public Policy DPT



· [bookmark: 2.3._Confirmation_of_Attendance_and_Cour][bookmark: _bookmark7]Remaining courses are to be selected from pre-approved optional courses or you may select other courses within the school with permission of your Programme Director.[footnoteRef:1] Please note that some courses run as 10 credit options so please double check to ensure you select the appropriate courses to take the correct number of credits.   [1:  With the agreement of the Programme Director students may be able to select from other courses offered within the School or, exceptionally, elsewhere in the University. Please note that places on courses within SPS (including those listed above) are subject to availability, while some listed optional courses may be withdrawn in cases of insufficient student demand. Details of optional courses can be found on the Degree Programme Table ] 

[bookmark: _Toc460317869]
3. [bookmark: _Toc203038764]Teaching and learning approach

Teaching is primarily seminar and lecture based, but may involve workshops or us of computer labs depending on the course.  Each course places a strong emphasis on discussion, debate and exchange of ideas between teachers and students, and each demands a strong commitment to independent reading and reflection by students. Students are expected to read extensively in preparation for all seminars and lectures, and to participate fully in the class discussions and/or presentations. From the outset, students are strongly encouraged to cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced level - using library sources fully, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing.
With respect to workload you should assume that you will spend an around ten hours a week on each of your taught courses, reading and reflecting on that reading. In addition, you will need to set aside time for the completion of course papers and other assignments. An important skill expected of MSc students is the capacity to manage workloads and deadlines effectively. The overall workload at the dissertation stage is roughly equivalent to that of three taught courses.
4. [bookmark: _Toc203038765]Assessment
[bookmark: _Hlk174707424]Taught courses make use of a variety of assessment methods, including essays and reports, policy briefs, seminar presentations, book reviews and contributions to online discussion fora.  Feedback is provided on all written work, and assessed presentations will often also receive written or verbal feedback. The dissertation is a 15000-word analysis of a public policy decision, reform, puzzle or problem.
Guidance on assessment policies in the School of Social and Political Science, including rules on lateness penalties and the University’s Postgraduate Common Marking Scheme, can be found in the 2025-26 Postgraduate Taught Handbook
[bookmark: _Toc203038766][bookmark: _Toc460317872]4.1. Deadlines
For coursework deadlines, please consultant the information on each relevant course LEARN page.
5. [bookmark: _Toc203038767]The dissertation
A separate dissertation handbook will be provided in due course. General information and School rules and regulations relating to dissertations can be found online at https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/taught-msc/your-studies/msc-taught-dissertations 
As part of the dissertation process students will be asked to work through a series of online material on LEARN, including video presentations on distinct components of the dissertation process, to aid in development of a dissertation research proposal and preparation for the dissertation workshop. The dissertation workshop will be held at the beginning of semester two and the Programme Director will contact you with details of this in due course. The workshop will go over the dissertation process and timeline, provide an opportunity to exchange ideas with your peers and to ask the academic team questions about researching and writing an extended paper.  
General information and School rules and regulations relating to dissertations can be found online here. As part of the dissertation process students will be asked to work through a series of online material on LEARN, including video presentations on distinct components of the dissertation process, to aid in development of a dissertation research proposal and preparation for the dissertation workshop. The dissertation workshop will be held at the beginning of semester two and the Programme Director will contact you with details of this in due course. The workshop will go over the dissertation process and timeline, provide an opportunity to exchange ideas with your peers and to ask the academic team questions about researching and writing an extended paper.  
There are two different forms of dissertation – the research dissertation and the placement-based dissertation (PBD). The former involves students identifying a public policy research topic of interest and research method independently. Students are then matched to a staff member for supervision. The majority of students complete a research-based dissertation. The placement-based dissertation involves working on a topic for an external organisation, but as with the research dissertation the student is matched with a member of academic staff who provides supervision. Please note that the opportunity to undertake a placement-based dissertation depends on a student’s academic performance across their semester 1 courses and specific placements are awarded to students through a competitive selection process. Further details on the PBD are provided below.
[bookmark: 2.4._Board_of_examiners][bookmark: _bookmark8][bookmark: 3._Your_Programme_Director][bookmark: _bookmark9][bookmark: 3.1._Pastoral_support_and_special_circum][bookmark: _bookmark10][bookmark: 4._Graduate_School_Office][bookmark: _bookmark11][bookmark: 5._Teaching_and_learning_approach][bookmark: _bookmark12][bookmark: 6._Assessment][bookmark: _bookmark13][bookmark: 6.1._Formative_assignments][bookmark: _bookmark14][bookmark: 6.2._Deadlines][bookmark: _bookmark15][bookmark: 6.3._Extensions][bookmark: _bookmark16][bookmark: _bookmark17][bookmark: The_following_are_circumstances_which_wo][bookmark: 6.4._Plagiarism][bookmark: 7._The_dissertation][bookmark: _bookmark18][bookmark: 7.1._Dissertation_workshop][bookmark: _bookmark19][bookmark: 8._Representation_and_feedback][bookmark: _bookmark20][bookmark: 9._Taught_courses][bookmark: _bookmark21][bookmark: 9.1._Timetable][bookmark: _bookmark22][bookmark: 9.2._Core_(research)_course][bookmark: _bookmark23][bookmark: 9.3.__‘Semi-core’_courses][bookmark: _bookmark24][bookmark: Brief_description:_This_is_a_course_on_e][bookmark: The_course_consists_of_three_separate,_b][bookmark: Brief_description:_This_course_acquaints][bookmark: 9.5._Further_research_courses_and_option][bookmark: _bookmark25][bookmark: 10_._Employment_and_further_study][bookmark: _bookmark26]The Placement-Based Dissertation
A placement-based dissertation or PBD is an alternative dissertation format to a standard dissertation which consists of a collaborate, mutually beneficial, pre-agreed project between a student and a host organisation that takes place in May and June. These projects provide excellent opportunities for students to think through theoretical ideas in real world contexts and to gain transferable skills through applied, practical experience. It comprises of a 15,000-word dissertation, consisting of a 12,000-word research paper and a 3,000-word reflective project diary. A copy of the dissertation is also submitted to the host organisation in addition to a separate secondary output, for example, a summary of the dissertation research.
Sourcing a Placement-Based Dissertation
The Study and Work Away Service (SWAY) will advertise Placement-Based Dissertation research projects with our UK and internationally based partners for students to apply to on a competitive basis. Students may instead independently partner with an organisation outside the advertised project list and undertake a student-led placement. Placements may be located in the UK, internationally or on a fully remote basis. All placements are subject to School ethics approval and – for any in-person placements – risk assessment approval from SWAY.
Placement-Based Dissertation Timeline 2025-26 (dates tbc)
	September
	Placement-Based Dissertation Information Session 

	October
	Alumni session: Hear from past PBD students
Student-Led Placement Information Session

	December
	Advertised Projects: Application advice session 
Release of advertised projects

	January
	Advertised placements application deadline

	February
	Academic selection panel meets & preliminary allocation of students to projects – placement confirmation dependent on interview with host
Student-led placement proposals due for approval

	March 
	Project details finalised and signed off
Begin literature review

	April
	Pre-placement information session

	May-June
	Placement with the organisation

	August 
	Hand in dissertation & submit secondary output to host



All students enrolled on PBD eligible MSc Programmes, will be added to the PBD Learn page in September. If you think you are eligible but have not been added to the Learn page, please contact SWAYPlacements@ed.ac.uk. To find out more about PBDs, please attend the Information Session due to take place in late September.
If you have any further questions about Placement-Based Dissertations, please contact the SWAY Placements Adviser, Heather Allan, SWAYPlacements@ed.ac.uk.

6. [bookmark: _Toc203038768]Employment and further study

The University Careers Service acts as a general source of advice and support on the next steps after your degree.  Recent graduates in Comparative Public Policy have found work in public, private and third sector and others have gone on to undertake doctoral study at universities within the UK and elsewhere. If you are interested in the possibility of pursuing doctoral study in an area that is close to the research interests of a staff member of the Social Policy group or the broader School of Social and Political Science, it is worth raising this with the person at an early opportunity. Deadlines for most doctoral scholarship applications are in the spring, and these awards are highly competitive. If however you have had sufficient time to work with a potential supervisor in putting together a proposal, then you will have a better chance of obtaining funding. In addition, good grades in semester 1 coursework at MSc level will normally be needed to have a realistic chance of scholarship success.

7. [bookmark: 11._Broadcast_media][bookmark: _bookmark27][bookmark: _Toc203038769]Some policy relevant media sources 

Radio 4 is the UK’s main radio station for analysis and comment on political and policy relevant issues. Also worth a listen is Thinking Allowed, a weekly show with a social research focus, drawing on the work of current researchers in the UK and internationally. Radio Scotland also has a range of news and current affairs programmes.
The Radio 4 Analysis podcast offers an accessible, informative in depth analysis of policy topics and ideas and The RSA (Royal Society of Arts) Events podcast often provides an in depth exploration of relevant policy issues and ideas by a range of contemporary leading public intellectuals. The Financial Times also offers a series of interesting and informative podcasts as does the Institute for Government. 
In terms of television broadcasts, Newsnight (BBC2, weeknights, 2230) and the Channel 4 News (weeknights, 1900) give relatively in depth coverage of current affairs and have websites on which some content can be accessed. 
Finally, some podcasts run by academics often feature discussions around topics that are highly relevant to the study of comparative public policy. Examples of such podcasts include:
· Money, Power, Health with Nason Maani (University of Edinburgh)
· Rhodes Center Podcast by Mark Blyth (Brown University)
· Europe’s New Political Economy Podcast by Aidan Regan (University College Dublin)
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