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Welcome from the Programme Director.

Welcome to the MSc International Development at the University of Edinburgh. Studying the field of international development has never been more important than today. What you will learn as students in the programme and your dissertation projects will help creating new ideas and knowledge to address some of the most pressing global challenges and their local manifestations in a large variety of local and regional contexts. Over the next year, the programme will aim to help you acquire the knowledge and skills you need to embark on your individual onward journeys. These journeys can take many directions, including continuing research towards a PhD, applied work in the wider development sector, as well as work in the public and private sectors, or in the media. 

What makes the MSc International Development at Edinburgh special is its commitment to combine academic research with applied perspectives. This combined commitment is reflected in many of our courses and in the possibility to do a placement-based dissertation. Another characteristic of the programme lies in a consistent emphasis on locally grounded, bottom-up perspectives that help us understand larger issues from the viewpoints of those that matter most: the people. 
The programme encourages you to develop innovative research projects into relevant dissertations, while gaining practical experience with development organizations, or contributing to faculty-based research initiatives. We hope you will make the most of the available opportunities and our committed team of academic and administrative staff will be there to guide you along the way.

Our previous graduates can be found around the world, including in government ministries, development consultancies, financial institutions, as well as global justice movements, anti-poverty campaigns, social enterprises, and NGOs. Others have gone on to develop their specialist knowledge through PhD research projects. These diverse trajectories reflect our commitment to combine the experience of practitioners who solve real-world problems on a day-to-day basis, with that of academic researchers who seek to answer larger questions and scrutinize development practice.
 
Whatever your future trajectory, we hope this year brings you enduring friendships, new insights, and the tools for lifelong learning. In these turbulent times, we hope that studying with us will not only be the beginning of new careers, but also of new ways of thinking about the world and its people.
Dr Andreas Hackl
Programme Director, MSc International Development
Senior Lecturer in Anthropology of Development 
August 2025
[bookmark: _Toc112858440]How to use this handbook
This handbook is designed to help you make the most of your time at the University of Edinburgh.
Here you will find information about what is required from you to successfully complete the MSc in International Development, and comprehensive links to the support, guidance, and opportunities available across the University of Edinburgh. Please use this handbook in conjunction with the Postgraduate Taught Handbook, which has useful information about your role and opportunities within the University of Edinburgh School of Social and Political Science.
Note: This Handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. It should be read in conjunction with The Postgraduate Taught Handbook, which includes information about the School, our taught degree programmes, supervision, pastoral support, and facilities. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this Handbook was correct at the time of going to press, but the Handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and a student.
Stay informed and actively engaged
All communication from the University will go directly to your University of Edinburgh email address. Please use your university email and check it regularly.
At the beginning of the academic year, the Programme Director will set up a Student Events Committee to help coordinate extra-curricular activities for the MSc cohort. There will be an opportunity for interested students to put themselves forward for these exciting roles, which will help you and your peers to get the most out of the time within the programme.
Some of these events will include opportunities to engage with external speakers, including talks by programme alumni and practitioners from development organisations.
Keep in mind that anyone, at any time, is very welcome to take initiative on an event that is relevant for the programme and beneficial for all students. If you have an idea, please contact the Programme Director. 
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The MSc in International Development (ID) consists of 180 credits, which is comprised of one-third core learning, one-third elective learning, and one-third dissertation research. 
Over the course of the year, you will collect 60 credits by taking our three core courses. You need to collect additional credits by choosing three courses from a selection of 20-credit option courses. We encourage you to choose one option course in Semester 1 and two options courses in Semester 2 (for a total of 60 credits). In addition, you will also need to complete a 15,000 word dissertation, worth 60 credits.
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Teaching on the International Development programme includes mandatory course modules and optional course modules. To graduate with an MSc, you are also required to complete a dissertation.
Most course modules involve two to three hours of contact time per week and are assessed through a mixture of written coursework and tutorial participation. You are expected to read extensively in preparation for all tutorials and lectures and to participate fully in class discussions and presentations. 
Full attendance, participation and the completion of coursework is mandatory in all modules. If you have to miss a teaching session, please inform your Course Organiser in advance.
For assessment requirements you should consult the Postgraduate Taught Handbook 2025-26.
Included are important requirements-related information such as:
· Coursework submissions process
· Extension requests
· Penalties for late/non-submission
· Path
· Degree Regulations & Programmes of Study 2025-26
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The MSc in International Development has three mandatory courses (60 credits) that provide you with the building blocks you need to get the most out of this course and understand international development in theory and practice.
· Politics and Theories of International Development
· 20 credits: Semester One
· People First: The Anthropology of International Development
· 20 credits: Semester One
· Interpreting Development: Institutions and Practices
· 20 credits: Semester Two
An additional mandatory methods course will introduce you to the tools you will need to conduct research for and write your dissertation. Several sessions per semester are interspersed with professional development workshops, where invited guests and practitioners discuss careers in the field.
International Development: Research Design and Practice
0 credits: Semester One and Two
[bookmark: _Toc112858445]Optional Courses
You are eligible to take a variety of option courses from across the University of Edinburgh. Before Welcome Week you select your option courses for the entire year. You will be able to change these choices, each semester, during the first week of teaching. In your course selection you should follow the recommended balance of optional courses between the two semesters, with a semester 1, 20 credit and semester 2, 40 credit split of option courses.
The list of recommended optional courses recommended by the Programme Director can be found in the Degree Programme Table (DPT). We have selected these courses because of their synergies and complementarities with the core programme of study as well as their value for careers in development research and practice. In addition, there is a list of additional elective courses in the DPT. You can also have a look at the wider course offerings in the School of Social and Political Science (and beyond) for options that fit your future plans and interests, although we recommend giving priority to those courses listed in the DPT. You may enroll in any other courses not listed in the DPT with the approval of the course organiser and the Programme Director.
For more details on course selection, changes, and withdrawals, please view the University PATH website and the Postgraduate Taught Handbook.
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Dissertations are an exciting opportunity to conduct research on a topic of your choice. All dissertations are a total of 15,000 words in length and worth 60 credits. There are three kinds of dissertations.
Self-directed dissertations allow you to explore a research topic of your choice through secondary and desk-based research, or through independent empirical research using a diversity of methods. This can include field research in the UK or internationally, while bearing in mind that . If you follow this self-directed route, you will submit a 15,000-word dissertation.
A placement-based dissertation allows you to explore a research topic or question that has been commissioned by an international development organisation, consultancy, charity, or social enterprise. Placements may be based in the UK or internationally. If you follow this route, you will submit a 12,000-word dissertation and a 3,000-word field diary to the University of Edinburgh. You will also return the dissertation to the development organisation with a 1-2 page executive summary. Further details can be found in the placement-based dissertation section (below).
A faculty-based dissertation allows you to work with a faculty member on a research project of his or her design. This pathway provides an opportunity to think through theoretical ideas in the context of a ‘real world’ study and gain transferable skills. The research allows you to work at the cutting edge of scholarship in a particular field, while also improving your employability. If you follow this route, you will submit a 15,000-word dissertation. Further details can be found in the faculty-based dissertation section (below). 
Dissertation supervisors are assigned at the end of the second term, when you transition to the dissertation stage of your degree. Where possible, supervisors and students are paired on the basis of research interests and regional expertise. All our staff are exceptional researchers who can provide invaluable support to you as you conduct your dissertation.
Dissertations are marked by two internal examiners and reviewed by an external examiner. If your dissertation fails to pass, you may still be eligible to graduate with a Diploma in International Development.
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Placement-Based Dissertation
A placement-based dissertation or PBD is an alternative dissertation format to a standard dissertation which consists of a collaborate, mutually beneficial, pre-agreed project between a student and a host organisation that takes place in May and June. These projects provide excellent opportunities for students to think through theoretical ideas in real world contexts and to gain transferable skills through applied, practical experience. It comprises of a 15,000-word dissertation, consisting of a 12,000-word research paper and a 3,000-word reflective project diary. A copy of the dissertation is also submitted to the host organisation in addition to a separate secondary output, for example, a summary of the dissertation research.
Sourcing a Placement-Based Dissertation
The Study and Work Away Service (SWAY) will advertise Placement-Based Dissertation research projects with our UK and internationally based partners for students to apply to on a competitive basis. Students may instead independently partner with an organisation outside the advertised project list and undertake a student-led placement. Placements may be located in the UK, internationally or on a fully remote basis. All placements are subject to School ethics approval and – for any in-person placements – risk assessment approval from SWAY.
Placement-Based Dissertation Timeline 2025/26 (dates tbc)
	September
	Placement-Based Dissertation Information Session 

	October
	Alumni session: Hear from past PBD students
Student-Led Placement Information Session

	December
	Advertised Projects: Application advice session 
Release of advertised projects

	January
	Advertised placements application deadline

	February
	Academic selection panel meets & preliminary allocation of students to projects – placement confirmation dependent on interview with host
Student-led placement proposals due for approval

	March 
	Project details finalised and signed off
Begin literature review

	April
	Pre-placement information session

	May-June
	Placement with the organisation

	August 
	Hand in dissertation & submit secondary output to host



All students on PBD eligible MSc Programmes, will be added to the PBD Learn page in September. If you think you are eligible but have not been added to the Learn page, please contact SWAYPlacements@ed.ac.uk. To find out more about PBDs, please attend the Online Information Session due to take place in late September.
If you have any further questions about Placement-Based Dissertations, please contact the SWAY Placements Adviser, Heather Allan, SWAYPlacements@ed.ac.uk.
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Across the University of Edinburgh, there are resources to support extra-curricular activities, collaborations, workshops, and research. The School of Social and Political Sciences offers Student-Led Project Grants for student-driven special initiatives, including conferences and writing retreats. Further details can be found on the website https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/development-hub/phd.
Student Experience Grants are financed by alumni of the University, via donations to the Edinburgh Fund. They offer support to current students (both undergraduate and postgraduate) for projects and research. Further details can be found on the website https://student-experience-grants.ed.ac.uk/.
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Across the University of Edinburgh, advanced research seminars draw speakers from across the UK and beyond, to share cutting-edge, interdisciplinary research. These seminars are open to all graduate students and are a fantastic opportunity for you to participate in the broader research community.
A number of seminar series regularly address issues relating to international development:
Social Anthropology Seminars
Bi-weekly online Friday seminars from 3:00 - 4:30pm – for updates on timings, check http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/ and Edinburgh’s Social Anthropology Twitter account @AnthroEdinburgh
The Centre for African Studies Seminar
Weekly Wednesday seminars from 4:00 – 5:30pm – for updates on timings, check http://www.cas.ed.ac.uk/ and the CAS Twitter account @africanstudies 


This might also be of interest to you:
Centre for South Asian Studies: http://www.csas.ed.ac.uk/ | @CSASedinburgh
Global Health Policy Unit: https://ghpu.sps.ed.ac.uk/ | @GHPUEdinburgh 
Human Geography: https://www.ed.ac.uk/geosciences/research/geography-lived-environment/human-geography 
Food Researchers in Edinburgh (FRIED): https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/research/research-project/food-researchers-edinburgh-fried @FRIEDinburgh (check the Twitter handle) 
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The School of Social and Political Science Postgraduate Teaching Office is your first point of call for most enquiries about the courses pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 
Your Programme Directors are responsible for the smooth running of the MSc, including admissions, co-ordination of teaching input, assessment, feedback, programme evaluations, and curriculum development. They will oversee your entry into the course, and your progression throughout, until eventually allocating you a dissertation supervisor.
Your Student Adviser, Cath Thompson student.sps@ed.ac.uk is available for general academic advice and pastoral support. We recommend that you make your student adviser aware of any issues that might adversely affect your studies.
Student Representatives will be selected within the first week of term to attend Staff-Student Liaison Committee meetings. Student feedback and evaluation is highly valued by the School.

[bookmark: _Toc112858452]External Examiner
The External Examiner for this programme is Dr Tom Lavers of the University of Manchester.
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