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[bookmark: _Toc50986238]WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAMME DIRECTORS 


Nationalism in Global Perspective is co-hosted by the Department of Sociology and the Department of Politics and International Relations, two internationally recognised departments for research and teaching, within the School of Social and Political Science.
Our programme is a recognised pioneer in the field of nationalism studies, with a rich legacy that includes graduates who have become prominent nationalism scholars and have contributed to the establishment of the University of Edinburgh as the major centre for the study of nationalism. It was founded in 1995 by Prof David McCrone and the late Tom Nairn.

Our research has been assessed as world-leading and internationally excellent.  Our commitment to research-led teaching equips our students with up-to-date knowledge and the necessary skills to contribute to critical public debate about social issues. 
Our diverse team covers an exceptionally broad range of themes. This stimulating research environment provides a variety of seminars of interest to students of nationalism, showcasing the expertise of prominent international scholars and practitioners. You will have the opportunity to meet and engage with leading academics in the field. As students, you are an integral part of our department and the work that we do.
We look forward to welcoming you into our diverse, dynamic, and inclusive community.

Dr Gëzim Krasniqi and Karlo Basta

Programme (co)directors
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This Handbook is a guide for students on the MSc/Diploma in Nationalism in Global Perspective. It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the Postgraduate Taught Handbook 2025/26.
 
Note: The Handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this Handbook was correct at the time of going to press, but the Handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and a student. 








COMMUNICATIONS 

Email is the University’s formal means of communication. Information about your degree programme, other relevant activities, workshops, and other postgraduate matters is circulated by email to your University email account. It is vital that you check your email regularly. If you use another email account you should arrange for an auto-forward to be set up from your University email account. 







DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
The Department of Sociology began in 1964 when Tom Burns (1913-2001) was appointed the first Professor. Sociological research and some teaching had taken place here for several years before that - perhaps represented most notably by two famous monographs, Burns' own The Management of Innovation (written with G. Stalker) published in 1961 and Erving Goffman's The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life which was originally published in Edinburgh in 1956. Burns published his acclaimed Erving Goffman in 1992. In the Research Excellence Framework 2014 (REF2014) assessment exercise by the Higher Education Funding Councils, Edinburgh Sociology has been rated as first in the UK for Sociology in terms of the quality and breadth of its research.

Central, in our view, to the project of sociology is the idea that individual lives and public issues can be understood fully only by placing them in their social context. So, we seek:

· to promote learning and scholarship of the highest quality, with research and teaching mutually supportive, encompassing a wide variety of topics and perspectives, relevant both to Scotland and to the wider international world;
· to contribute to critical public debate about social institutions, and to equip our students with the necessary skills to engage in and evaluate contributions to that debate;
· to foster a culture of participation, collegiality and free and rigorous inquiry.

Sociology staff are mostly housed in the Chrystal Macmillan Building (CMB), 15A George Square. Your Programme Director is however based in a neighbouring building (see below). Staff post days and times of their guidance and feedback hours (‘office hours’) on their doors and web pages. These are times during which they will be available to see students individually. If you cannot come during office hours, please make an appointment to see the member of staff concerned, by contacting them directly, by phone or, best of all, by email.

Our team covers a large range of sociology interests, including, but not limited to:
· Migration, refugees and displacement
· Globalisation, environment and sustainable development
· Nationalism, national identity, ethnic conflict and genocide
· Human rights, citizenship, social movements and global inequalities
· Cultural sociology, world and global popular cultures
· Gender, emotions, intimate and family life, transnational families
· Global financial markets, economic sociology and global capitalism
· Digital labour, big data and social networks


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (PIR) 
Department of Politics and International Relations (PIR) is one of the largest and most exciting subject areas in the University, home to over 600 undergraduates and 100 Scottish, UK and international postgraduate students every year. Our alumni include government ministers, members of parliament, policy analysts, broadcasters, business leaders, teachers and an increasing number of social entrepreneurs.

Our academic staff produce world-class research across several areas. That research informs our teaching but also the wider academic discipline. In the last UK-wide assessment of research we were rated within the top 10 universities in the UK, and number 1 in Scotland. Some key areas of expertise include constitutional, territorial and Scottish politics; European politics; foreign and domestic policy; gender; international political economy; security studies; political theory; and ethics. We have been rapidly expanding our expertise in the Middle East, IPE and the global environment, with more areas to be developed in future years.

A particular strength of Politics and International Relations (PIR) is its policy engagement and impact. Our research directly informs policymakers, ministers and NGOs in several key areas, including constitutional change, human rights, data privacy, public policy, and electoral reform. Several staff play a leadership role in the University’s global institutes and academies linked to justice, ethics, environment and security. These institutes address fundamental global challenges; the political expertise and engagement of our staff is key to that endeavour.

PIR benefits from an interdisciplinary structure and engages in intensive exchange with Sociology, Social Policy, Social Anthropology and Science, Technology and Innovation Studies. Such exchange spans the range of university life, from joint PhD supervision to cross-School seminars and events, from adventure lunches (exploring new areas for research collaboration) to joint research planning and strategy.

PIR hosts a number of research groups that either support research on particular methodological or theoretical approaches, or on topics that promise to yield innovative research. The core research groups within the Department are:
· British Politics
· Elections, Public Opinion & Parties
· Gender and Politics
· International Relations
· International Political Economy
· Political Theory
· Territorial Politics
· The Middle East
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PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
The programme directors run the MSc/Diploma programme, including responsibility for admission, co-ordination of teaching input, assessment, programme evaluations and curriculum development. 

The programme directors for the MSc Nationalism in Global Perspective are:

Dr Gëzim Krasniqi
Room 1.01, 22 George Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9LF
Email: G.Krasniqi@ed.ac.uk 

Dr Karlo Basta
Room 3.02, Chrystal Macmillan Building, 15a George Square
Email: Karlo.Basta@ed.ac.uk

Student Adviser
Cath Thompson Rm G05 15a George Square, 
Email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk

Course Administrator 
Email: pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk

Computing/IT Support
sps.support@ed.ac.uk

TEACHING STAFF
Core teaching staff on the MSc in Nationalism in Global Perspective are: 
· Prof Jonathan Hearn
· Dr Gëzim Krasniqi
· Dr Karlo Basta
· Dr Michael Rosie
· Prof David McCrone
· Prof Luke March
· Dr Sara Rich Dorman

All staff profiles can be found on the School of Social and Political Science website.


PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

The Nationalism in Global Perspective MSc/Diploma is an interdisciplinary programme. It is designed to give students a theoretically informed and empirically grounded understanding of nationalism as a global phenomenon, while also being tailored to their specific interests within the field.

At the University of Edinburgh, we have a unique perspective on this subject. While we are deeply engaged with the debates on the national question and identity in Scotland and the UK, we nurture a global outlook on the study of nationalism.

Nationalism in Global Perspective is co-hosted by the Department of Sociology and the Department of Politics and International Relations. Students of the programme benefit from the proximity to high-profile centres specialising in issues relevant to the study of nationalism in the UK and around the world and with close links with the policy and media world.
· RACE.ED
· Centre on Constitutional Change
· Centre of Canadian Studies
· Centre for South Asian Studies
· Centre for Constitutional Law

Our programme is also closely linked with the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN). Indeed, the University of Edinburgh has hosted the first ‘regional’ branch of the Association and one of our faculty, Professor Jonathan Hearn, is the current President of ASEN. Students on the programme will have the chance to get involved in the organisation and running of ASEN's next annual conference that will be held in Edinburgh in April 2026.

This stimulating research environment offers students of nationalism a range of opportunities to engage with leading international scholars and practitioners in the field through a range of seminars, conferences, and workshops.


PROGRAMME AIMS

We aim to provide students with a stimulating and intensive experience of intellectual inquiry into the phenomenon of nationalism from a global perspective. Along the way, we seek to help you further develop your skills involved in:
· posing meaningful questions
· articulating viewpoints
· exchanging ideas
· conducting research
· communicating effectively through various media

Specifically, our programme aims to:
· give a sense of the inter- and multi-disciplinary nature of nationalism studies
· provide a thorough grounding in the central concepts and major theories of nationalism
· help develop a comprehensive view of the ideas and key figures in the field
· convey the need to understand nationalism in the context of long-term, historical social change
· identify key issues and problems in comparative and case study approaches to the study of nationalism
· provide explorations of a variety of substantive cases of nationalism from a global perspective, helping students to think concretely about the phenomenon
· enable students to carry out substantial independent research and write a dissertation on a topic of your interest within the field

LEARNING OUTCOMES

When you complete the degree, you will be able to:
· understand the central concepts, major theories, and key debates in nationalism studies
· recognise the interdisciplinary character of nationalism
· utilise an array of ways of categorising and comparing different forms of nationalism globally, and to critically assess their utility
· make informed judgements about the applicability of theories to particular substantive cases of nationalism globally
· identify major contemporary themes in the study of nationalism
· appreciate the diversity of forms of nationalism, and of ways of studying it
· write a dissertation demonstrating an ability to compare theories and relate them to substantive case material

















PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

The MSc Nationalism in Global Perspective is offered as a one-year full-time or two-year part-time programme.

The Programme consists of 180 credits, comprised of:
· two 20-credit required core courses
· four 20-credit optional courses
· a 60-credit dissertation course

You will complete six courses over two semesters and a dissertation.

Core courses

Students must take these core courses:
· Theorising Nationalism (PGSP11579) - 20 credits
· Comparing Nationalisms (PGSP11580) – 20 credits
· Dissertation (MSc/Dip Nationalism in Global Perspective) (PGSP11620) - 60 credits

This first course provides a comprehensive introduction to major theories of nationalism. The second course focuses on how nationalism is studied and draws upon a wide range of global cases. The two core courses provide a coherent shared foundation for dissertations.

The dissertation offers you the chance to choose and explore a topic in-depth, working with the guidance of an academic supervisor. It is an ideal chance to get to grips with an issue that fascinates you, and excellent preparation for further graduate level study.


For more details on the programme courses see the Degree Programme Table.

DISSERTATION

The award of the MSc also requires the successful completion of a 15,000 word dissertation.  This piece of work provides the opportunity to undertake supervised research on a topic of the student’s own choosing.  Detailed guidance notes on the completion of dissertations and the on the role and availability of dissertation supervisors are to be found in the Taught MSc Student Handbook.


EXTERNAL EXAMINER 

The External Examiner for the MSc in Nationalism in Global Perspective is Dr Eric Taylor Woods, University of Plymouth.


ASSESSMENT

Please refer to the course Learn pages for relevant assessment information. 

For more information on the Dissertation please see the Taught MSc Dissertation Handbook.


USEFUL RESOURCES

https://nationalism-studies.sps.ed.ac.uk/ - A useful web platform where students can read blogs, find out more about relevant nationalism events and staff publications;

https://nationalismstudies.wordpress.com/ - An old programme-related student blog that contains many relevant posts on nationalism topics and course topics. 
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