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1 	Introduction: Key contacts  
 

Programme Director:  	Ewan Stein
4.27 CMB
Email: pdmegp@ed.ac.uk



Student Adviser:		Kasia Mazurkiewicz
				G.05 CMB
				Email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk 

Course-related queries:    Postgraduate Teaching Office  
	 
	 
	                  
	 Email: pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

	 
	 
	  
	     
	

	 
	 
	 
	     
	


	 	 	 
External Examiner for MSc The Middle East in Global Politics 2025-26: 
 
Özlem Atikcan from the University of Warwick
 
 

Role of this Handbook 
 
This Handbook is a guide for students on MSc The Middle East in Global Politics.  It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the 2025-26 Postgraduate Taught Handbook, which includes (but is not limited to) information relating to: Assessment Regulations; Degree classification and requirements for the award; Submission and return of coursework; deadlines, extensions and penalties; academic misconduct (including plagiarism); academic appeals; student complaints procedure; special circumstances; dignity and respect; safety and security; and facilities in the School.  
 
NOTE This handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook was correct at the time of distribution, but the handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and any student.
2     MSc The Middle East in Global Politics
 
PROGRAMME AIMS  
The politics of Islam, oil, Israel-Palestine, revolutionary and social movements such as the Arab Spring and continuing regional unrest pose crucial questions about the Middle East and about its place in the world order. This programme draws on our research strengths in politics and international relations to offer you a unique opportunity.
As well as placing the region in broader analytical, conceptual and theoretical debates of international relations and political science, we also aim to foster knowledge of Middle East international relations by offering opportunities to examine local cultures, histories, languages and religions.
You will acquire a strong understanding of theoretical and conceptual tools required to understand Middle East international relations.
Students would achieve the following learning outcomes:
· Understand the politics and international relations of the Middle East from a complex, interdisciplinary perspective.
· Use, evaluate and critique critical arguments about this geographic region.
· Identify, analyse and deploy a range of primary and secondary sources to support arguments
· Develop and structure sophisticated pieces of writing
· Design, plan and manage a long-term autonomous research project

 
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 
Learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, and through lectures and seminars often involving group discussion initiated by student presentations.  Students are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars as well as to participate fully in discussions of material.  From the outset students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced level - using library sources fully, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing. The core course offers students an introduction to a wide range of topics, theoretical traditions, and themes in the study of the Politics and International Relations of the Middle East. It is a team-course taught drawing on the research strengths and interests of our staff. It allows students to be exposed to a wide range of questions before focusing on certain areas through optional courses and dissertation topics.
You will complete one compulsory course and five option courses, after which you will work towards an independently researched dissertation.
Students are expected to take 60 course credits per semester (equalling three 20-credit courses each semester) and 60 credits for a research dissertation. 

The programme includes 2 compulsory courses and 4 optional modules from SPS and LLC, primarily within PIR and IMES. Students may also take an introductory course in Arabic, Persian, or Turkish.

For programme details and up-to date course information, see the Degree Programme Table (DPT): 

MSc The Middle East in Global Politics DPT
	 	 	 	 
 


	Compulsory 1:
	· Survey in Middle East Politics

	   20

	Recommended electives (select at least one):
	
· Middle East in International Relations
· Gulf Politics


	
   20
   20






	Optional Courses (select between three and four courses):
	· See the Degree Programme Table for a list of Additional Electives  




	  60



	Compulsory 2: 
	Dissertation
	  60


	
	Total Credits:
	 180















COURSES 
 
Compulsory Course 1:    
 
Survey in Middle East Politics (offered in Semester 1) 

The Middle East has been systematically presented as an exceptional region. Exceptionalism has worked not simply as a misrepresentation of reality, but also as a destructive tool that has resulted into intrusive interventions, including military ones. In this survey course, we problematise this perception through following global links in studying the politics of the region and show how exceptionalism is not simply a misrepresentation of reality, it also leads to destructive consequences. 

Topics will include, but not exclusively: orientalism, political Islam, colonialism and anti-colonial movements, state formation and state-building, oil and political economy, nationalism, democracy and authoritarianism, military interventions, human rights and international law, and gender. 

Recommended Electives and Optional Courses: 
 
For programme details and up-to date course information, see the Degree Programme Table (DPT):  
MSc The Middle East in Global Politics DPT (full-time) 

Compulsory Course 2: 
Dissertation 
The dissertation is an extended piece of scholarship in which a student is expected to produce a substantive piece of independent research. The dissertation will be no longer than 15,000 words on a topic related to The Middle East in Global Politics to be submitted by a date specified in the University Regulations.
The dissertation is expected to tackle a research problem, engage the relevant literature, and build upon the relevant concepts and theories introduced in the taught elements of the degree. Students will deploy a range of primary and secondary sources as well as appropriate data-analytic and bibliographic skills. Each student will be allocated a research supervisor from PIR by the Spring to advise on and oversee her or his research progress. 


 


3       Learning, Resources and Assessment  
 
Course seminars
· Learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, and through lectures and seminars often involving group discussion initiated by student presentations.  Students are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars as well as to participate fully in discussions of material.  From the outset students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced level - using library sources fully, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing.
· The core course offers students an introduction to a wide range of topics, theoretical traditions, and themes in the study of the politics and international relations of the Middle East. It is a team-taught course drawing on the research strengths and interests of our staff. It allows students to be exposed to a wide range of questions before focusing on certain areas through optional courses and dissertation topics.


Library
· Students will have access to the Main Library building in George Square. Students will also have access to other library sites such as the Law and Europa Libraries at Old College and the reference library of IMES. The library has a wide range of sources that are key to the study of the Middle East. Students can also access rare documents and archival material in the National Library of Scotland which is conveniently located within walking distance of the University. 


IT and other facilities
· Students will have access to the IT facilities of SSPS and to the postgraduate desk space on the 1st floor of the Chrystal Macmillan Building

Other sources  
 
Students are expected to attend and participate in the Contemporary Middle East Series (PIR) events which take place throughout the year.  Please find the full schedule on the website of the Middle East Research Group . Students are also strongly encouraged to attend relevant public lectures and workshops that are organized in PIR, SPS and the wider university.

Assessment methods and strategies
 
Most courses are assessed through combinations of long and short essays, book reviews and literature reviews. Written feedback is provided with each piece of marked work and opportunities for verbal feedback are available throughout the year. Written dissertations are supervised by a staff member offering multiple opportunities for one-to-one feedback during the course of research and writing. 



4 	Pastoral Support and Guidance  
 

All students will have a dedicated Student Adviser, who can help with matters relating to student support, special circumstances, interruption of studies, progression and degree awards and any other programme or wellbeing related queries.

On academic matters, advice is provided by the Programme Director.

The Dissertations Convener is Dr Stephen Hill (stephen.hill@ed.ac.uk). Please contact him if you have questions about the dissertation writing process.  Information on this will be provided in semester 2.

The Postgraduate Students website has further information on welcome week, writing skills, avoiding plagiarism, careers workshops, study skills, dissertations and much more.
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