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[bookmark: _Toc204074342]WELCOME TO POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc204074343]Welcome from Head of Subject
Welcome (or welcome back) to Politics & International Relations (PIR)! 

If you’re a first year, you’ve just joined one the largest, most diverse and vibrant subject areas in the University. This year we’ll make sure you receive a solid foundation in core ideas and concepts central to the study and practice of Politics and International Relations. But you’ll also have the opportunity to interact with an amazing group of other students, build your study and research skills, and take advantage of a vast range of PIR-linked activities.
If you’re a second year, well done for successfully completing Year 1. This year you’ll build on your learning experiences from first year, expand your knowledge of core foundations (with further courses on comparative politics and/or IR theory, depending on your degree programme) and develop new skills (data analysis). 
For all year 1 or year 2 students, we also offer a range of exciting optional courses to deepen your knowledge of PIR and further specialise in areas that are of interest to you, including courses in British politics, international political economy, and gender politics.  
To help you through the year, this handbook lays out in detail the various forms of support that the university makes available. Our system of student support links the work of a truly outstanding team of student advisors, who will help with any special circumstances or personal issues affecting your study, with your year cohort lead, who will help to build a sense of community amongst you and your fellow students as well as providing academic support. We also maintain strong channels of communication between staff and students, including through regular feedback opportunities and our PIR staff-student liaison committee. 
My main tip as Head of Politics and IR is simple: get involved. Throughout the year, there will be a range of extra-curricular activities and events linked to contemporary issues in Politics and IR. Inside this handbook you’ll find a list of organisations and societies open to you as a PIR student. PIR will run a series of events throughout the year (including student-staff events and talks from academics, politicians and practitioners from the UK and beyond). Equally, our vibrant student society (the Edinburgh Political Union) will offer lots of talks, debates and social events. Do join in! 

We’ll let you know about what’s going on through email, but you can also keep track of the wider PIR community (including staff and society events) through our website and Bluesky (@edinburghpir.bsky.social). 
Wishing you all the best for the year ahead,
Professor Meryl Kenny 
Head of Politics and International Relations
Email: pirhd@exseed.ed.ac.uk 

[bookmark: _Toc204074344]General Undergraduate Programme Information
In addition to this PIR Handbook, please also be sure to read the SPS General Undergraduate Programme Information. This is available here: Student Handbooks Page

[bookmark: _Toc204074345]Key contacts
[bookmark: _Toc204074346][bookmark: _Toc429746865]Your Student Advisors (SA) Year 1 to 4 as well as all PPE students

Alex Dysart — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060 , Room G.05
Cristina Roman — student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060, Room G.05
Liam McNulty - student.sps@ed.ac.uk , +44 (0)131 651 3060, CMB, Room G.05
Welcome message from your Student Advisors (SA):
[bookmark: _Hlk83379256]As your Student Support Team, we are here to help you through your exciting, interesting and sometimes stressful University journey. The student experience is extremely important to us here at the University of Edinburgh, as we aim for a consistent quality of provision, while also helping you to monitor your progress and performance. We are here to offer help and advice on a range of different matters including personal support, exceptional circumstances and several more.
We are hybrid-working, with some days in CMB and some days from home. To arrange a meeting either in-person or virtually on Microsoft Teams, you can email us and we'll get back to you as soon as we can. We can be contacted at student.sps@ed.ac.uk and our working hours are usually 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday.
We look forward to meeting you soon and hope you have a great start to the semester.
Alex, Cristina, and Liam


[bookmark: _Toc429746867][bookmark: _Toc204074347][bookmark: _Hlk175143748]PIR Director of Undergraduate Teaching
For information regarding rules, regulation, progression and other academic matters, contact the DUGT:
Dr Ben Coulson - dugt@ed.ac.uk

[bookmark: _Toc111555680][bookmark: _Toc204074348]Student Advice and Support in SPS
Support at University comes in many forms and from many different people and places. In SPS, the ecosystem which underpins your support comes primarily from staff (both professional services and academic) and students including: 
· Student Advisor
· Wellbeing Advisor
· Cohort Lead
· Student Development Office
· Peer Learning and Support (PALS)
· Student Societies

[bookmark: _Toc111555681][bookmark: _Toc204074349]Student Advisor
Your Student Advisor or SA is a member of the SPS Student Advice and Support team based on the ground floor of the Chrystal Macmillan Building. You can find more information about the team here: Student Support Team Page
Your SA can advise you on a wide variety of matters throughout your studies. SAs offer guidance on University rules and processes and can help you to access other services in the School and University, including referral to a Wellbeing Advisor where appropriate. It is important that you keep us informed of any issues you feel may impact your studies, so please do not hesitate to get in touch!
For PPE students, the Philosophy Student Support Team can be contacted at PPLS.SSO@ed.ac.uk and the Economics Team at economics.sso@ed.ac.uk .

[bookmark: _Toc204074350][bookmark: _Toc429401072]Cohort Lead (also known as Academic Cohort Lead (ACL))
Your Cohort Lead will be a member of academic staff familiar with your general area of study and the expectations of academic work in your discipline, and will help you reflect on your academic progress and achievements. They can offer advice on how your courses fit together, how you might make the most of feedback you receive and how to make the most of your time at university by taking part in extracurricular academic activities. They can also offer advice on postgraduate study, internships, relevant activities and events and more. Cohort Leads work with other colleagues to support your academic development and help you feel a sense of belonging to your programme and subject area as well as the School and wider University.
 








You can find out who your Cohort Lead is on your student record on MyEd. We recommend that you consult the information about the Cohort Lead system on the website, so that you can make the most of your academic support during your studies: https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/academic-life/how-we-support-you/my-cohort-lead
 
[bookmark: _Toc204074141][bookmark: _Toc204074351] Cohort Leads
	Year
	Politics 
	Pol with QM/IR with QM
	International Relations
	IR with IL
	PPE

	1
	Patrick Theiner
	Patrick Theiner
	Steve Hill
	N/A
	Hemangini Gupta

	2
	Leah McCabe
	Leah McCabe
	Regan Burles
	N/A
	Hemangini Gupta

	3
	Luke March 
	Luke March 
	Kasia Kaczmarska 
	Kasia Kaczmarska 
	David Yarrow

	4
	Elizabeth Cripps
	Elizabeth Cripps
	Ben Coulson
	Ben Coulson
	David Yarrow

	Academic Adviser:  All years - Dr Wilfried Swenden

	[bookmark: _Toc204074142][bookmark: _Toc204074352]
Student Advisors
	
	
	
	
	

	Year
	Politics 
	Pol with QM/IR with QM
	International Relations
	IR with IL
	PPE

	1
	Cristina Roman
	Alex Dysart
	Liam McNulty 
	N/A
	Alex Dysart

	2
	Cristina Roman
	Alex Dysart
	Liam McNulty
	N/A
	Alex Dysart

	3
	Alex Dysart
	Alex Dysart
	Liam McNulty
	Cristina Roman
	Alex Dysart

	4
	Alex Dysart
	Alex Dysart
	Liam McNulty
	Cristina Roman
	Alex Dysart



Your Cohort Lead
You will have a Cohort Lead whose role is to create a sense of community for you and other students on your course.

[bookmark: _Toc204074353]DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AND COURSES
[bookmark: _Toc204074354]Year 1
[bookmark: _Toc204074355]Politics Year 1
If you are single honours Politics, you are required to take and pass Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates in the first semester, and Politics and International Relations 1B: The Global Dimension, and Political Thinkers in the second semester. You take 60 credits of other optional courses. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: Politics Year 1 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074356]Politics with Quantitative Methods Year 1
If you are Politics with Quantitative Methods, you are required to take and pass the following:
Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates, Mathematics for Social Science, Politics and International Relations 1B: The Global Dimension, Introduction to Statistics for Social Science, and Political Thinkers. You take 20 credits of other optional courses.
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: Politics with QM Year 1 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074357]Politics, Philosophy and Economics Year 1
If you are PPE, you are required to take and pass Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates, Political Thinkers, Morality and Value, and Economics 1 (which is a full-year course). For your final course in Year 1 you choose between Logic 1 or Introduction to the History of Philosophy A or B (you do not need to have taken A to be able to take B).
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:   
PPE Year 1 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074358]International Relations Year 1
If you are single honours International Relations, you are required to take and pass Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates in the first semester, and Politics and International Relations 1B: The Global Dimension, and Political Thinkers in the second semester. You take 60 credits of other optional courses.
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR Year 1 DRPS 

[bookmark: _Toc204074359]International Relations with Quantitative Methods Year 1
If you are International Relations with Quantitative Methods, you are required to take and pass the following: Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates, Mathematics for Social Science, Politics and International Relations 1B: The Global Dimension, Introduction to Statistics for Social Science, and Political Thinkers. You take 20 credits of other optional courses.
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR with QM Year 1 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074360]Compulsory courses for Year 1 PIR
[bookmark: _Hlk83379932]Politics and International Relations 1A: Concepts and Debates 
PIR 1A introduces students to the discipline of political science by exploring key concepts and debates. Core concepts include power, democracy, legitimacy, the state, nationalism, gender, class, race, participation and representation.
It is structured around some of the most important political questions of our time, among them: How much power does the state still have? Is democracy under threat? Is politics perpetuating inequalities? How can we protect the environment? For each question, the course will examine the actors, processes, and institutions at play, and discuss them in the context of pivotal cases. The course equips students with knowledge and understanding of key political concepts, institutions and processes, and develop the analytical tools required to debate today's most prevalent political issues. 
This course is only available to students taking either single honours or joint honours degrees involving Politics or International Relations. All other students must take Politics in a Changing World: An Introduction for non-specialists.

Politics and International Relations 1B: The Global Dimension
PIR 1B builds directly on the knowledge and understanding students have gained in PIR 1a, and explores key concepts and debates, focusing on the international level. The course is structured around some of the most important political questions of our time, among them: Why do states go to war? What can be done to reduce global inequality? Can new powers rise peacefully in a US-led global order? Has globalization rendered the state irrelevant? For each question, the course will examine the actors, processes, and institutions at play, and discuss them in the context of pivotal cases. The course equips students with an understanding of key global political concepts, institutions and processes, and the analytical tools required to debate today's most prevalent global political issues.

Political Thinkers
The course aims to introduce students to some historical writers whose thoughts on politics - international or domestic – shape the way we understand the global challenges we face today. Lectures are structured questions such as: What is politics? What is the nature of political society? What is justice? What is the best form of government? What is legitimacy? What is freedom?
The content of the course is innovative in two respects: first, it conceives of political thought as a unified discipline encompassing thinking pertinent to both politics and international relations; second, it aims to decolonise the canon institutionalised in Western academic by pluralising the voices discussed over the course of the term.

Additional compulsory courses for Year 1 PIR with Quantitative Methods
Mathematics for Social Science 
This course aims to provide students in the with Quantitative Methods programmes with the mathematical foundations, which will allow them to fully explore advanced methods, as well as gain a full understanding of the mathematic principles behind the basic methods. Throughout the course, the application of mathematics to social science research problems will be emphasised.

Introduction to Statistics for Social Science 
This course is the introduction to common quantitative techniques and software used in the social sciences. It is designed to meet the needs of students in the with Quantitative Methods degree programmes in SPS, and to provide them with a broad range of basic concepts and methods, which they will later use as the basis for intermediate and advanced quantitative techniques. The course is aimed at students who also study Sociology, Social Policy, Politics, and International Relations. As such, it will contain examples and applications relevant for all these disciplines. The course, with slight modifications, will be taught both as a compulsory first year option for students in the Quantitative Methods degree programmes, and as a conversion course, aimed to bring students who have finished their first year to the level required to transfer to one of these degree programmes at the end of their first year of studies.

Additional compulsory courses for Year 1 PPE
Economics 1
This calculus-based course is intended to develop a rigorous understanding of core economic models and analysis, together with an ability to apply the analysis in a variety of contexts. 
The first semester focuses on developing and using models of supply and demand in microeconomic (individual market) contexts. The second semester looks at the theory of the firm and market structure, factor markets, externalities, the role of government and general equilibrium, with applications to monopoly and oligopoly, stock markets, property rights and public goods.


Morality and Value
[bookmark: _Toc524536399]The aim of this course is to introduce students to some of the problems and concepts in moral philosophy that are central to philosophy as a discipline. The examination of these problems and concepts will develop students' ability to understand and critically evaluate philosophical ideas and arguments. 

[bookmark: _Toc204074361]Choosing your courses in Year 1
Information on selecting your courses can be found on our webpages here: Choosing your Courses  

[bookmark: _Toc204074362]Your timetable 
Information and guidance on how to view your personalised timetable can be found here: Personalised Timetable

[bookmark: _Toc204074363]Year 2
[bookmark: _Toc204074364]Politics Year 2
To progress into the Honours years of your degree, you must have passed the two compulsory 20-credit courses: Comparative Politics in a Globalised World and Introduction to Political Data Analysis. Students should take and pass another 80 credits of optional Level 7 or 8 (pre-honours) courses. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: Politics Year 2 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074365]Politics with Quantitative Methods Year 2
To progress into the Honours years of your degree, you must have passed Comparative Politics in a Globalised World and Doing Social Research with Statistics. They should take and pass a further 80 credits of optional courses. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:
Politics with QM Year 2 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074366][bookmark: _Hlk83716028]Politics, Philosophy and Economics Year 2
To progress into the Honours years of your degree, you must have passed International Political Economy, Mind, Matter and Language, Knowledge and Reality, and Economics 2. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here:   
PPE Year 2 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074367]International Relations Year 2
To progress into the Honours years of your degree, you must have passed Theories of International Relations and Introduction to Political Data Analysis. Students should take and pass another 80 credits of optional Level 7 or 8 (pre-honours) courses. 
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail here: IR Year 2 DRPS

[bookmark: _Toc204074368]International Relations with Quantitative Methods Year 2
To progress into the Honours years of your degree, you must have passed Theories of International Relations, and Doing Social Research with Statistics. They should take and pass a further 80 credits of optional courses.
Please see the Degree Regulations and Programme Specifications (DRPS) for more detail: here: IR with QM Year 2 DRPS 

Students on combined degrees please note the required course requirements differ according to each degree curricula; students should check their specific degree programme requirements at: Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study

[bookmark: _Toc204074369]Compulsory courses for Year 2 Politics

Comparative Politics in a Globalised World
This course will equip students with the knowledge and skills in when to compare, how to compare, what to compare, and how to use comparison for explaining and understanding political processes, events and outcomes. It will also explore how comparison is challenged by the process and context of globalisation.
Introduction to Political Data Analysis [for single honours PIR students only]
This course will introduce students to political data analysis using domestic and international data. The course will cover core substantive topics in Politics and international relations, typically exploring one major research question from Politics and one major research question from IR. It will explore how to access relevant data and assess the appropriateness of data. It will provide key skills in quantitative data analysis, including descriptive statistics, cross-tab/contingency tables, measures of association, correlation and regression. These techniques will be used to answer different aspects of the same research question. The course will show how using different types of data and different techniques provide different ways to answer the types of questions typically posed by empirical Politics and IR scholars. Throughout, both the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches will be addressed, as will issues such as validity, reliability and missing data. Lectures will be accompanied by weekly tutorials delivered in a computer lab.

Compulsory courses for Year 2 Politics with Quantitative Methods
Doing Social Research with Statistics
This course is designed to allow students in the with Quantitative Methods degree programmes in SPS to move beyond basic statistical techniques into intermediate-level techniques, which will later enable them to learn advanced techniques. Therefore, it aims to lay the foundations for advanced techniques: Considering the ways in which secondary data is produced; Moving beyond linear regression to models based on log-odds to predict categorical results; data reduction; analysis of variance between groups. A well-trained analyst should have acquired skills using a variety of software packages that are commonly used in social research, and as such this course introduces Stata and R, in addition to SPSS. The course is aimed at students who also study Sociology, Social Policy, Politics, and International Relations. As such, it will contain examples and applications relevant for all these disciplines. 
Comparative Politics in a Globalised World
This course will provide students with the conceptual knowledge and practical skills to understand comparative politics with a global perspective. It introduces the comparative method and applies that method to core questions and issues of comparative and international politics. These questions will cover political regimes, state formation and institutions, political and economic development, democracy, order and violence.

Compulsory courses for Year 2 Politics, Philosophy and Economics
Mind, Matter and Language
The aim of this course is to introduce students to some of the problems and concepts in philosophy of mind and philosophy of language that are central to philosophy. By examining in detail some of the key arguments and texts in philosophy of mind and language it will develop students' ability to understand and be critical of philosophical argument.
International Political Economy
The course examines power and politics in the global economy. It begins with a review of mainstream and critical theoretical approaches to the study of international political economy. Thematically, the course places emphasis on issues areas in the post-World War Two global economy, including international trade, global production, international finance, monetary power, debt and financial crises, development, globalisation and climate change. Students will be encouraged to think critically about the role of the state and the persistence of state power under integrationist pressures. We will also consider the power of social movements, interest groups, transnational corporations and international institutions / organisations in shaping global economic processes and governance. Throughout the course, students will confront cross-cutting issues, such as inequality, public versus private power, and integration.
Knowledge and Reality
The aim of this course is to provide an introduction to the main problems in epistemology and metaphysics. Topics vary by year, and may include: defining knowledge, scepticism, testimony, disagreement, modality, universals and particulars, causation, free will, and social/feminist metaphysics and epistemology.
Economics 2
This intermediate level course is intended to develop a rigorous understanding of core microeconomic and macroeconomic models and analysis, together with an ability to apply the analysis in a variety of contexts. It is a required course for students intending to proceed to an Honours degree involving Economics.
Statistical Methods for Economics
The course is intended as an introduction to probability theory and statistics for economists and other social science students. It is a required course for students intending to proceed to an Honours degree involving Economics. The topics covered will include: Basic concepts, sample spaces, events, probabilities; Conditioning and independence, Bayes' formula; discrete random variables, expectation, variance, mean, independence; Continuous random variables, distributions and densities; Covariance, correlation, central limit theorem; Summary statistics; Sampling distributions; Hypothesis testing; Interval estimation; simple linear regression, and multiple regression. The use of Stata for statistical analysis will be supported.

Compulsory courses for Year 2 International Relations
Theories of International Relations
Researching and analysing international relations depends on theory and theoretical knowledge, whether we realise it or not. This course will introduce you to a rich diversity of theoretical frameworks for making sense of international politics. It will also engage theory as a transferable skill, something we never stop using to identify, analyse, and understand various international political phenomena.
Introduction to Political Data Analysis
This course will introduce students to political data analysis using domestic and international data. The course will cover core substantive topics in Politics and international relations, typically exploring one major research question from Politics and one major research question from IR. It will explore how to access relevant data and assess the appropriateness of data. It will provide key skills in quantitative data analysis, including descriptive statistics, cross-tab/contingency tables, measures of association, correlation and regression. These techniques will be used to answer different aspects of the same research question. The course will show how using different types of data and different techniques provide different ways to answer the types of questions typically posed by empirical Politics and IR scholars. Throughout, both the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches will be addressed, as will issues such as validity, reliability and missing data.
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