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[bookmark: _Toc147741894]Welcome to Social Anthropology 
To our first-year students - welcome to Social Anthropology! To our second-years - welcome back to the University of Edinburgh! Studying anthropology will open your eyes to new ways of seeing the world. It is a journey which will last a lifetime, and we are delighted that you’ve decided to take your first steps on that journey with us.

This handbook contains all of the information you need to know about how both the degree and the University work.  It also gives you details of where to go should you require any further information or support.  

[bookmark: _Toc51164816][bookmark: _Toc52975628][bookmark: _Toc54010290][bookmark: _Toc83646421]This handbook has been prepared for students undertaking the MA Honours programme in Social Anthropology.  The following pages include information on the aims, structure and requirements of the degree, the general rules governing assessment and examinations, and contact information for students seeking advice, support, or seeking information on postgraduate study and other careers.

This booklet is not intended as replacement for the official publications of the University such as the University Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study, which can be found here: School of Social and Political Science Degree Programme Tables (DPT)

Please visit our website (http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/) which has full details of Social Anthropology staff and what we are doing. You can also follow current news from the department on:
Twitter @AnthroEdinburgh 
Instagram @ edinburghanthropology  

We would be very happy to have suggestions for improvements to this handbook.  Comments should be directed to Director of Undergraduate Teaching, Jacob Doherty: jacob.doherty@ed.ac.uk 

[bookmark: _Toc83646422][bookmark: _Toc147741895]ESSENTIAL TASKS FOR FIRST YEARS:
· Register your MyEd, confirm your attendance and complete the Matriculation process, details here: https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/new-students/ready-university/top-6-tasks/matriculation 
· Pay your fees: https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/new-students/ready-university/top-6-tasks/pay-your-fees 
· Complete the pre-selection process in the first 2 weeks of teaching to ensure you are on elective courses amounting to 120 credits per academic year: https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses 
· Register to a GP closest to your accommodation in Edinburgh: https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/new-students/start-university/take-care-of-yourself/register-doctor 
· Attend events hosted by the Social Anthropology Society: 
· Edinburgh University Social Anthropology Society - Home | Facebook
· Social Anthropology Society (@socialanthropologysocietyuoe) 

This information shall be highlighted on the “New Students” website (Your Essential Top 6 Tasks | The University of Edinburgh), and a “Returning student” site for second years can be found here: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/new-students/start-university
[bookmark: _Toc147741896][bookmark: _Hlk147743250]People you should know:
Remember that if anything is unclear or goes wrong, there are a lot of people who can help: your Course Organisers, your Academic Cohort Lead (ACL), your Student Adviser, the Director of Undergraduate Teaching (Jacob Doherty), and the Head of Social Anthropology (Lucy Lowe). Staff will have guidance and feedback hours in which they see students individually. You can find email addresses, room and telephone numbers at the following link: People | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk)

Academic Cohort Lead (ACL) 
Your ACL will be a member of academic staff familiar with your general area of study and the expectations of academic work in your discipline, and will help you reflect on your academic progress and achievements. They can offer advice on how your courses fit together, how you might make the most of feedback you receive and how to make the most of your time at university by taking part in extracurricular academic activities. They can also offer advice on postgraduate study, internships, relevant activities and events and more. ACL’s work with other colleagues to support your academic development and help you feel a sense of belonging to your programme and subject area as well as the School and wider University.

You can find out who your ACL is on your student record on MyEd. All students should meet with their ACL at least twice a year: once in Semester 1 and once in Semester 2.  We recommend that you consult the information about the ACL system on the website, so that you can make the most of your academic support during your studies: https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/academic-life/how-we-support-you/my-cohort-lead 

	Cohort
	Name
	Email

	Year 1
	Naomi Haynes
	Naomi.Haynes@ed.ac.uk 

	Year 2
	Semester 1:
Moyukh Chatterjee
Semester 2:
Tom Boylston
	
Moyukh.Chatterjee@ed.ac.uk

Tom.Boylston@ed.ac.uk 



[bookmark: _Toc147741898]Support at University comes in many forms and from many different people and places. In SPS, the ecosystem which underpins your support comes primarily from staff (both professional services and academic) and students including: 
· Student Adviser 
· Wellbeing Adviser https://student-wellbeing-service.ed.ac.uk/drop-sessions 
· Academic Cohort Lead (ACL) 
· Student Development Office https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/new-students/development-office
· Peer Learning and Support (PALS) https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/support/peer-learning 
· Student Societies https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/activities/list 

Student Adviser
Your Student Adviser plays a major role in providing general support and advice on procedures, and can act as a first point of contact if you wish to discuss an issue relating to your studies. 

Student Advisers can also deal with routine issues, such as assisting with completing Exceptional Circumstances forms, without you needing to arrange a meeting with your Cohort Lead. If there are any circumstances affecting your studies that you would like to discuss with someone, your Student Adviser is there to help. It is important that you keep us informed of any issues you feel may impact your studies, so please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Contact information for our Student Advice and Support team can be found here: 
Student Advice and Support in SPS

For first-named Social Anthropology undergraduates, your Student Advisers are Sahara Choudhury and Will Rennie. Your Student Adviser are first point of contact for all students who wish to discuss any non-academic issues relating to your studies. Sahara and Will are located behind Reception in the Chrystal Macmillan Building.

To contact your Student Adviser please email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk 

When Sahara and/or Will is unavailable, you may be able to speak to one of the other Student Advisers. 

Email is the official method of communication for all students.  When you join the University you are given a University of Edinburgh email account and address.  Students must access and manage this account regularly as it is assumed that students have opened and acted on these communications.  Failure by students to do so will not be considered an acceptable excuse for student actions or inactions or as grounds for appeal. 

Students can set up an auto-forward on their University email account to ensure that all official University communications are received. 
[bookmark: _Toc147741899]
[bookmark: _Hlk172812374]Wellbeing Adviser 
All Schools have Wellbeing Advisers who you can speak with if you are experiencing any wellbeing-related issues that are affecting your health, wellbeing, studies or personal life. The Wellbeing Advisers can then provide you with advice and guidance, and will also be able to discuss and link you up with our other University services, as well as signposting to external agencies. If you would like to be referred to the Student Wellbeing Service, speak with your Student Adviser in the first instance who can refer you on. Their website is here: https://student-wellbeing-service.ed.ac.uk/ 
[bookmark: _Toc172803629]Undergraduate Teaching Office (UTO)
The UTO can help with matters including course enrolment and changes, assessment (including dissertations), examinations, submissions of work, timetabling, marks and grades, academic misconduct. The staff in this team are called Course Administrators – to get in touch with any of them you can email their shared inbox: ugteaching.sps@ed.ac.uk 

Their team website is here: https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/current/teaching-office 

Peer Assisted Learning and Support (PALs)
There are several peer learning and support (PALS) projects in the School of Social and Political Science, providing academic and social support for Year 1 and some Year 2 students studying courses in SPS.

Most of our groups follow the peer-assisted learning scheme (PALS) model, where students from years 2-4 plan and run regular learning sessions for students in the years below them, usually years 1 and 2. The higher-year students (PALS leaders) do not teach, but instead run activities that facilitate group reflection and discussions on study skills, essay and exam tips, and the main themes of compulsory courses. 

Sessions for this scheme are based on the content of the core first-year Social Anthropology courses: Social Anthropology 1A and Social Anthropology 1B. They are open to all students on the courses.

Contact
Email the PALs leaders here: sps-pals@ed.ac.uk

Find SocAnthPALS on Facebook

[bookmark: _Toc147741900][bookmark: _Hlk147743412]Social Anthropology Society 
The Social Anthropology Society (SocAnthSoc) encourages all students with an interest in the subject of Anthropology to come together and exchange ideas, knowledge, and experiences in order to extend the discipline beyond lectures and tutorials.

We hold weekly meetings, socials, film screenings, and events – show up to meet like-minded people!

This year we aim to offer more help and guidance for Anthropology students through various events and schemes such as dissertation workshops, Junior Honours Year Abroad information sessions, and our kinship/family system.

The kinship/family system runs throughout the academic year and aims to create small groups comprised of one or two students from each year and give them an opportunity to get to know each other on a more individual basis. This allows younger students to get to know older students and also gives a basis for peer support – whether that be help with essays and class work or support with adapting to University life. Each “family” will aim to have one or two informal events throughout the year where they can get to know each other and, hopefully, establish a support network.

SocAnthSoc is YOUR society. We're always happy to have more people join the team! If you feel like there's a position missing on the committee, or an area of the society which would benefit from your specific skills, let us know!

For all our events, information and to keep up to date, like our Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/soc.anth.soc

Instagram: Social Anthropology Society (@socialanthropologysocietyuoe)

Email us at: eusocanthsoc@gmail.com

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc172803631][bookmark: _Toc147741901]
Department Seminars 
Fridays, 15.00 – 17.00
Chrystal Macmillan Building

Most weeks visiting anthropologists present their work in progress to the subject group as a whole. Honours students are strongly encouraged to attend these, because they give insight into topics at the forefront of the discipline.  There is also an informal social element – staff and students usually decamp with the speaker to the pub afterwards, this is where we learn about one another’s research projects and a sense of community is fostered. Pre-Honours students are warmly encouraged to come along too.

Speakers and topics are announced via email and on the Social Anthropology webpage: Events | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk) 


Degree Requirements and Courses
[bookmark: _Toc147741902]Programme Specifications
Programme specifications are summary statements about our degree programmes, regularly revised and approved by our Board of Studies.

They provide very useful overviews of the fundamental objectives and structures of degree programmes. They also provide key information about:
· basic educational aims
· anticipated learning outcomes
· core skills students are expected to acquire through their studies
· the structure and progression of programmes over the four years

Current versions of the Degree Programme Specifications (DPS) can be found alongside the relevant programme title: School of Social and Political Science Degree Programme Tables (DPT)

Degree Curricula
On the Social Anthropology programme you will be registered for one of the following:

1. Single Honours Social Anthropology
2. Joint Honours
3. a “Social Anthropology with _____” degree

The current Social Anthropology programmes are:

· Social Anthropology
· Social Anthropology and Politics
· Social Anthropology and Social Policy
· Social Anthropology with Development

The course requirements differ according to each degree curricula.  All students are expected to be familiar with their degree programme table found here: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm 

As part of your degree at Edinburgh you have the opportunity to select optional courses (also known as electives) to take alongside those that are compulsory for your degree programme. Depending on your area of study, there is a large range of different courses from all over the University available to choose from.

A normal year load is 120 credits (most commonly six 20-credit courses) and your courses should be distributed evenly between semesters. The first two years of study are known as “pre-Honours” years and allow you to gain experience and practice, and to take a number of outside courses. The Honours years (Years 3 and 4) are more specialised and your final degree classification will be based upon work done in these years. Once you establish what your compulsory core courses are, and when they run, you will be able to make your optional course selections.

For most courses in Year 1, you will be taught in a combination of lectures and tutorials. Lectures are given in large groups, and students are encouraged to take notes. This year lectures could be pre-recorded or occurring live online or in person. Tutorials are small groups of students, working interactively with a tutor. There are usually readings and/or tasks that students are expected to do to prepare for the tutorial. On some courses, tutorial participation is assessed, i.e. you are given a mark for the contribution that you make in tutorials. Please see individual course LEARN page for details of the assessment for each course. Tutorials could occur live online or in person. For most courses, lectures are at a set time each week, and then you have the option to sign up for a tutorial group. The same tutorials run at different times across the week, allowing you to sign up for one which fits into your timetable. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172814262]Year 1 Compulsory Courses
In Year 1 you are required to undertake the following courses:

· Social Anthropology 1A: The Life Course (SCAN08013)
· Social Anthropology 1B: Anthropology Matters (SCAN08012)

If you are on a joint or a ‘with ____’ degree programme, there may be additional compulsory courses that you are required to undertake. Please ensure that you check the requirements for your programme: School of Social and Political Science Degree Programme Tables (DPT)

Social Anthropology 1A: The Life Course (Semester 1)
This course is intended as an introduction to social anthropology – taking as its central theme and organising structure the life course from birth to death, conceived in very broad terms. As well as encompassing life crisis moments and rituals of birth, marriage and death, the course includes such themes as gender, personhood, work and making a living, the house, consumption and exchange, health, and the body. It begins with a brief consideration of what anthropologists do – thinking about participant observation and fieldwork; and it ends with a brief discussion of how anthropological subjects are placed – and place themselves – in history

Social Anthropology 1B: Anthropology Matters (Semester 2)
What does anthropology have to say about some of the most important issues facing us today? Anthropologists don’t just engage with small-scale exotic societies but have always contributed to public debates about global issues that affect us all. In this course we examine how concepts and ideas that have driven anthropology help us shed new light on debates that are at the heart of contemporary questions about how our societies work. Each week will include two sessions exploring a single issue and anthropological contributions to surrounding debates.

Please note that for most degrees, you will be able to take elective courses outside of SPS, so do look at the DPT to see the full list of what is on offer:
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm 

Year 2 Compulsory Courses
To be eligible to progress to Year 2 of the Social Anthropology programme students must:

· have achieved a pass in the examination for both Social Anthropology 1A and Social Anthropology 1B – the pass mark is 40

If you are on a joint or a ‘with ___’ degree programme, there may be additional requirements for progression. Please ensure that you check the DPT for your requirements for your programme. 

Students should also have achieved 120 credits by the end of the academic year. It is possible that if you have not achieved 120 credits in the academic year, that you progress into the following year carrying credit (but no more than 20 in any academic year). 

In Year 2 you are required to undertake the following courses:

· Social Anthropology 2: Key Concepts (SCAN08011)
· Ethnography: Theory and Practice (SCAN08005)

If you are on a joint or a ‘with ___’ degree programme there may be additional compulsory courses that you are required to undertake.  Please ensure that you check the DPT for the requirements of your programme. http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm 

Social Anthropology 2: Key Concepts (Semester 1)
This course will provide a historical overview of anthropological thought and will be taught through an introduction to keywords that have helped to shape the development of social anthropology.  The thematic approach is designed to be engaging and stimulating to students and to help to foster critical conceptual and theoretical thought. It will highlight the continued significance of key concepts and oppositions over time.

The course is organized around the exploration of a cluster of linked keywords: society and culture; humans and the environment; and persons and production.  Lectures and tutorials will explore the place of each cluster of keywords in the history of anthropology, while providing examples of their continued importance in contemporary anthropology.

Ethnography: Theory and Practice (Semester 2)
This course aims to familiarize students with the history, theory and practice of ethnography as a method of social science research.  Through collaborative practical work, students will gain an understanding of ethnographic research methods and working in research teams.  The continual assessment of written fieldnotes and research reports will improve the writing competence of undergraduate students and make them aware of different writing styles.

How to enrol on an optional course/elective 
1. Check and become familiar with your DPT (how many and which core courses, what eligible optional courses are available for 2024-5): 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm 

2. You can also use the timetable browser to hypothetically see different schedules before submitting your course change form: 
Course Timetable Browser (ed.ac.uk)

3. When you are sure there are no clashes, you can submit a Preselection form/ Course Choice Form here, by latest Welcome Week:
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses 

4. Check your personalised timetable here: 
Student Timetables | The University of Edinburgh

5. If you are happy with your schedule and have no clashes, stop here. 

6. If there are lecture clashes, you shall have to swap electives by week 2 of teaching
Undergraduate course change requests and waiting lists | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk)

7. If there is space, the Pre-Selection shall try to action the swap, and you shall have to monitor your Euclid. If they cannot swap you, you will be on the waitlist until the end of teaching week 2.

8. If your tutorials clash, please swap tutorial spots via the “group change request” form by week 3 of teaching: 
Personalised Timetables | The University of Edinburgh

It is not possible to change courses after the end of the second week of teaching in each semester.
[bookmark: _Toc492993044]
Progressing to Year 3 (Junior Honours)
To be eligible to progress to Year 3 of the Social Anthropology programme students must have passed 240 credits of courses.

If you are on a joint or a ‘with ___’ degree programme there may be additional requirements for progression. Please ensure that you check the DPT for requirements of your programme: 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm 

Honours entry requirements must normally be achieved the first time you sit the examination. You may not re-sit an examination in order to improve your mark, and gain entry to Honours.

If you don't qualify for entry to Honours but consider that you have grounds for appeal, you should check this webpage and take the steps to appeal: 
What is an appeal | The University of Edinburgh 

If you want to go on to study a subject at Honours level and are in any doubt about your entitlement to do so, you should consult your Academic Cohort Lead (ACL). Before you do that, you should consult the University's degree regulations and programmes of study.

Students who obtain fewer than 80 credits in Junior Honours (Y3) out of 120 credits, OR who do not achieve an overall mean mark of 40% or more across all units of assessment, will not be permitted to proceed to Senior Honours (Y4). They may be permitted to return to complete the requirements for a non-Honours qualification (eg. exit with a BA/Ordinary degree which requires 360 credits). In some cases, the Board of Examiners may permit a repeat year, with College approval. If you think this applies to you, please reach out to your Student Adviser immediately. 

[bookmark: _Toc83646434][bookmark: _Toc147741908]Degree Transfers for New Entrants (Y1)
[bookmark: _Int_PjwArZcA]Students who join in Year 1 or are direct entry into Year 2 (therefore still classifying as “new entrants”) have the first two weeks of teaching to swap degrees. The procedure for dealing with new students who request a change of degree programme during Welcome Week, Week 1 or Week 2:

· Request must be sent directly from the student to College Admissions Team at cahss.applicantadmin@ed.ac.uk in the first instance – they will aim to prioritise these emails and respond within 24 hours (Mon-Fri)

· The student should note in the email the degree they are enrolled in and the degree that they are enquiring about switching to

· Students should email directly from their UoE email address

· All students must email for advice in the first instance. Please do not visit the College Office as students will be turned away and asked to email. 
 
Due to popularity, our programmes often have no space available. We would still request that all students looking for a programme change email UG Admissions and we can discuss possible alternative options. 

[bookmark: _Toc83646435][bookmark: _Toc147741909]Degree Transfers for Returning Students (Y2)
Students at the end of Year 1 or the end of Year 2 who wish to transfer within SPS or the College, must apply to do so over the summer break. More information can be found here: 
Transferring or Changing Degree | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk) 

Please note that the standard deadline for degree transfer applications for returning students is no later than July.
[bookmark: _Toc494960546][bookmark: _Toc83646436][bookmark: _Toc147741910]Choosing Courses for the Following Academic Year 
Course pre-selection will open at the end of the Semester 2 exam period.  At this time, returning students will receive an email inviting them to pre-select their courses to allow for allocations over the summer period.  The link below will take you to the pre-selection section of our website, where you will find the relevant information closer to the time.  We strongly advise you submit your pre-selection choices by the deadline stated to ensure you have the best chance of receiving your preferred choice of course. 

Choosing your courses | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk)

[bookmark: _Toc147741912]Progression
[bookmark: _Int_DTFZeSi7]The University encourages students to take a broad range of courses in their first two years of study and to develop their generic and disciplinary skills in the knowledge that they will not be penalised in their final degree outcome. The majority of undergraduate degrees at the University are classified based on the average mark for all courses taken in the third and fourth year of study (the Honours years), weighted according to the number of credits allocated to the course. Courses taken in the Honours years are usually weighted equally according to their credit (i.e. every 10 credits has the same value), since they represent study at the same level (Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework Level 10). Using a broad range of courses to reach a classification allows students to demonstrate competency in a variety of subjects, and offers the opportunity to offset weaker performance in some courses.

[bookmark: _Int_pORWeau6]For programmes involving optional Junior Year Abroad (Y3 JYA), the degree classification is based solely on performance in the final year of study (Y4). This is due to the fact that, although students undertaking study at partner institutions abroad do so at an equivalent level to their peers in Edinburgh, it is not possible reliably to translate marks awarded at other institutions into marks on the University’s Common Marking Scheme.

We know that you are keen to know when marks and progression decisions will be released and how these are calculated. Details are available here: 
Undergraduate Marks and Awards | School of Social and Political Science (ed.ac.uk)

[bookmark: _Toc50558518][bookmark: _Toc52975646]Spending your Junior Honours Year Abroad (JYA) (Year 2 students entering Year 3)
All Junior Year Abroad (Y3 JYA) are run through Study and Work Away Service (SWAY): 
https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-and-work-away-service
To apply for a Junior Year Abroad (Y3 JYA), students must have gained 120 credits in their first year and should have no marks lower than a C in any of their courses. Application takes place in Semester 1 of the second year, so only first year results will be taken into consideration. 

Full details of the selection criteria can be found at:
https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/study-exchanges/application/selection-criteria 

Students interested should also read the information at:
https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/study-exchanges/

Students who opt to take a Junior Year Abroad must successfully complete a full course load at the host university in order to progress into the subsequent year of their degree. A transcript of results is required to be returned to Edinburgh Global.

Full details on this can be found at: 
https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/before-you-go 
The exchange coordinator supports student to identify potential destinations suitable for the study of social anthropology, to discuss programmes of learning and approve learning agreements. 
The JYA Co-ordinator for 2024-25 is Ian Harper: Ian.Harper@ed.ac.uk

Students who opt for a Junior Year Abroad will have their degree classification calculated solely on the basis of their 4th year marks.  For further details please see regulation 55 of the Taught assessment Regulations at:  https://www.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/tar24-25.pdf 
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