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Aims and Objectives 
This course discusses how goods are produced, circulated and consumed, and how 
these three fundamental processes of social life and reproduction are mediated by 
technology. Classically, economic anthropologists focused on how activities were 
organised in small-scale societies or in colonial territories; often production and 
exchange, with their associated technologies, were highlighted while consumption 
received less attention. Today the impact of globalisation, the rise of the digital society, 
and the overflowing material abundance that characterises life in the advanced 
economies and aspirations elsewhere have led many social theorists to focus on 
consumption and communication as the key factors determining how people 
experience power, identity, connections and conflicts. We study a range of case 
studies and theoretical essays, evaluating the strengths, weaknesses and applicability 
of different approaches.   
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Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course students should have a general understanding of classical 
and contemporary anthropological approaches to economic processes in non-
industrialised, industrialised and ‘post-industrial’ contexts. Critical analysis and 
discussion of case studies and theoretical essays will build anthropological skills in 
evaluating the strengths, weaknesses and applicability of different approaches.   

Teaching Methods 
The course involves one two-hour session a week for the whole class, together with 
small group support teaching in separate one-hour sessions (starting in week 2).  In 
the main session, most weeks will involve a mixture of a lecture and some discussion 
and group work.  Students can sign up for small group support teaching via Learn. 
 
The ‘small group’ support teaching will normally be concerned with one or more 
readings that illustrate, underpin or extend issues raised in the main sessions.  
Students should note that participation in the small group support teaching sessions is 
compulsory and attendance will be recorded. 
 
Each week you will be required to come to the Small group support teaching with a 
short piece of written work, about 100-200 words long.  You will write a short paragraph 
of your own personal response to the discussion readings for that week.  A personal 
response is not a summary of the reading, but rather your reaction to it:  What did you 
like or not like about the piece?  What questions did it answer or leave unanswered? 
You will be required to bring a paper copy of your personal response to class, which 
will be handed in to the tutor at the end of the class.  You will not receive a mark or 
feedback for each individual response, but these responses will feed into the final 
tutorial participation mark awarded.  The rationale behind this is: to make class 
discussion more focused, to help students formulate their own opinions, to give more 
opportunities to practice writing skills, and to provide a basis for awarding a grade for 
tutorial participation at the end of the course. 
 
Assessement  
Students will be assessed by:  
 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit 

Do not 
exceed the 
word limit 

or penalties 
will be 
applied 

Weighting Submission date Return of 
feedback 

Tutorial 
participation NA 10%  End of 

semester 

Essay 

1500-1600 
words max 
(excluding 

bibliography)* 

20% 

02/03/17 (all 
coursework is due 
at 12 noon on the 

date of 
submission) 

23/03/2017 

Exam NA 70% 

Exam dates are 
set by Student 
Administration. 

Exam diet 
information can 

be found at: 
http://www.ed.ac.

Dates will be 
published closer 

to the time 
Please also see 
Exam feedback 
information in 
Appendix 2. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
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uk/student-
administration/exa

ms/exam-diets 
Students are 

responsible for 
knowing the time, 
date and location 
of their exams. 

 
 
 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here.  
 
Short Essay 
 
 For the assignment you will write a 1500 word critical book review. The book should 
be an ethnographic monograph, the topic of which should clearly relate to the key 
themes of the course.  
 
The review should include:  
 

o A brief summary of what the monograph is about.  
o Commentary on the relationship of the book to some of the core course themes  
o Critical reflection on the discussion contained within the book in relation to the 

course themes.  
 
To receive a pass mark for your essay, you will need to reference at least three texts 
from the reading list in a meaningful way.   
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
The short essay will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
• Development and coherence of arguments 
• Use of supporting evidence  
• Demonstration of an advanced and critical understanding of relevant key 

debates examined on the course, including reference to at least three articles on 
the reading list 

• Degree of reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence 
• Drawing together major arguments by way of conclusion in relation to the 

assignment 
• Formal presentation of report: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 

and style; layout and visual presentation. 
 
Tutorial participation will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
• Attendance 
• Participation, including participation in discussion, evidence of having read the 

week’s readings, and handing in a personal response.  
• Quality of Contribution, including showing a level of critical thinking and 

understanding, as well as Collegial and productive responses to other people’s 
remarks. 

 
Attendance 
Attendance and participation in the lectures and discussion are essential for 
developing an understanding of the topics.  
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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Communications and Feedback 
You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We 
shall also use email to communicate with you. All students are provided with email 
addresses on the university system. If you are not sure of your address, which is based 
on your matric number, check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal.  
 
This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 
that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as Yahoo or Hotmail; it is therefore 
essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 
 

Readings and Resource List 
All students should read the Essential and Discussion Readings for every lecture. 
These Readings are necessary to create a thorough understanding of the topic. 
Further readings listed for each topic are intended to allow students to explore and 
consolidate their knowledge of particular themes. We have given extensive references 
in order to help students explore the wider literature if they so wish: we would not 
expect any student to read all the references for all of these weeks. However, if you 
are intending to write your book review essay on a particular topic, you must 
demonstrate that you have read many, if not all, the different readings suggested for 
that topic.  
 
Discussion Readings (plus much Essential Readings) can also be obtained 
electronically via LEARN or the links in the main library catalogue. If you have any 
difficulty getting hold of any of the readings, contact the course organisers. 
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Lecture Summary 
 
 
Week 
 

Date  Lecture  

1 17 January  
 
Gifts (NH) 
 

2 24 January  
 
Commodities (NH) 
 

3 31 January  
 
Value (NH) 
 

4  7 February  
 
Production (LM) 
 

5 14 February  
 
Technology (LM) 
 

6 28 February  
 
Money (NH) 
 

7 7 March  
 
Finance (LM) 
 

8 14 March  
 
Debt (NH) 
 

9 21 March  
 
Digital Technology (LM)  
 

10 28 March  
 
Body Economies (LM) 
 

11 3-7 April  

 
Reading Week & Office 
Drop-in Session  
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Course Lectures and Readings 
 
Essential Readings are in boldface type 
 
Week 1. 
Tuesday, 17 January: Gifts  
 
Gifts are among the most central and celebrated topics in anthropology.  Why is this? 
In anthropological thought, exchange is often regarded as the cornerstone of relational 
life, particularly in small-scale societies.  In this class we will explore the theoretical 
work of exchange through a discussion of classic and contemporary analyses of the 
gift.  In so doing, we will examine the potential and problems of exchange as a social 
phenomenon and analytical category.   
 
Mauss, Marcel.  1990 [1925].  The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange 
in Archaic Societies.  London: Rutledge. 
 
Gregory, C. A. 1980.  Gifts to Men and Gifts to God: Gift Exchange and Capital 
Accumulation in Contemporary Papua.  Man 15(4): 626-652. 
 
Sykes, Karen.  2005.  Arguing with Anthropology: An Introduction to Critical Theories 
of the Gift.  London: Routledge.  (Chs. 1 and 9) 
 
Laidlaw, James.  2001.  A Free Gift Makes no Friends.  Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute 6(4): 617-634. 
 
Yan, Yunxiang.  1996.  The Culture of Guanxi in a North China Village.  The 
China Journal 35: 1-25. 
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading  
 
Durham, Deborah.  1995.  Soliciting Gifts and Negotiating Agency: The Spirit of 
Asking in Botswana.  Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 1(1): 111-
128. 
 
 
Week 2. 
Tuesday, 24 January: Commodities   
 
One of the central components of capitalist economies is the commodity.  
Anthropologists have historically opposed the commodity to the gift as a sort of asocial 
token of exchange, a large-scale capitalist analogue of the small-scale non-capitalist 
gift.  In this class we will explore these arguments, as well as more recent critiques that 
trouble an easy distinction between commodities and gifts, and between capitalism 
and non-capitalist forms of economic organization.   
 
Marx, Karl. 1995 [1887].  Capital: Volume 1.  Chapter 1. 
 
Harvey, David.  2010.  A Companion to Marx’s Capital, Volume 1.  London: 
Verso.  P. 15-54. 
 
Polanyi, Karl. 2001 [1944].  The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic 
Origins of Our Time.  Boston: Beacon Press.  P. 71-80. 
 
David, Sasha.  2007.  Self for Sale: Notes on the Work of Hollywood Talent 
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Managers.  Anthropology of Work Review 28(3): 6-16. 
 
Meyer, Birgit.  1998.  Commodities and the Power of Prayer: Pentecostalist Attitudes 
Towards Consumption in Contemporary Ghana.  Development and Change 29(4): 
751-776. 
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Miller, Daniel.  1998.  A Theory of Shopping.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press.  P. 15-72 (‘Making Love in Supermarkets’) 
 
 
Week 3. 
Tuesday, 31 January: Value  
 
Value is a multivalent term that has recently been given new prominence in 
anthropological theory.  Value is about economics, but also ethics, “culture,” 
differentiation, and rank.  This lecture will explore the various interrelated definitions of 
value common in anthropology to attempt to arrive at a unified theory.   
 
Miller, Daniel (2008) The Uses of Value Geoforum 39: 1122-1132. 
 
Graeber, David (2005) “Value: anthropological theories of value” in Carrier (ed.) 
A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar Publishing 
 
Lambek, Michael. 2013. The Value of Performative Acts. Hau 3(2): 141-160. 
 
Haynes, Naomi and Jason Hickel 2016.  Introduction: Hierarchy, Values, and the 
Value of Hierarchy.  Social Analysis 60(4): 1-20. 
 
Munn, Nancy 1986.  The Fame of Gawa: A Symbolic Study of Value Transformation 
in a Massim (Papua New Guinea) Society.  Durham: Duke University Press.  P. 3-20. 
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading  
 
Foster, Richard.  2008.  Commodities, Brands, Love and Kula: Comparative 
Notes on Value Creation. Anthropological Theory 8(1): 9-25. 
 
 
 
Week 4. 
Tuesday, 7 February: Production  
 
The process of production – the transformation of matter into useful goods through 
work – forms a central tenant of capitalist economic theory and practice. 
Anthropologists have consistently questioned assumptions of the universality of a 
capitalist mode of production. This lecture will interrogate this important area of 
scholarship. What does an appreciation of the necessary embeddedness of production 
in the domains of kinship, gender, class, and politics reveal for instance? How is 
production linked to other areas economic concern, such as commodities and value? 
 
Harvey, David. 2010. A Companion to Marx’s Capital, Part III. London: Verso. P. 
109-162. 
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Harris, Olivia. 2007. “What makes people work?” In Astuti, Rita, Jonathan 
Parry, and Charles Stafford (eds) Questions of Anthropology.  Oxford: Berg. P. 
137-165. 
 
Mintz, Sidney. 1986. Sweetness and Power: the place of sugar in modern history. 
New York: Penguin. P. 19-73. 
 
Meillassoux, Claude. 1972. From reproduction to production. Economy and Society 1 
(1): 93-105. 
 
Yanagisako Junko, Sylvia. 2002. Producing Culture and Capital: Family Firms in 
Italy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. P. 1-34.   
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading  
 
Mollona, Massimiliano. 2005. Factory, Family and Neighbourhood: The Political 
Economy of Informal Labour in Sheffield. Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute 11: 527-548 
 
 
Week 5. 
Tuesday, 14 February: Technology  
 
Technology has served as both a catalyst and a measure of progress in the modern 
world. This week we look at some anthropological perspectives on the compulsion of 
technology and its social or cultural impacts, considering ways in which technology has 
been bracketed off from society. We discuss subjective experiences of technology and 
how to understand these socially.  
 
 
Pfaffenberger, Bryan (1992) “Social Anthropology of Technology.” Annual 
Review of Anthropology 21, 491-516.  

 
Horst, Heather and Daniel Miller (2005) “from kinship to link-up: cell phones and 
social networking in Jamaica”, Current Anthropology 46, 5: 755-78.   
 
Jackson, Michael (2002) “Familiar and Foreign Bodies: a Phenomenological 
Exploration of the Human-Technology Interface.” Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, 8 (2): 333-346.  

 
Gell, Alfred (1992) “The Technology of Enchantment and the Enchantment of 
Technology”, in J. Coote and A. Shelton (eds) Anthropology, Art and Aesthetics, 
Oxford, Clarendon.  
 
Cross, J. (2012). “Technological intimacy: Re-engaging with gender and technology 
in the global factory.” Ethnography 13: 119-143.  
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Rafael, Vincent (2003) “The Cell Phone and the Crowd: Messanic Politics in the 
Contemporary Philippines.” Public Culture 15, 3: 399-425.  
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READING WEEK 20 – 25th February  
 
 
 
Week 6. 
Tuesday, 28 February: Money  
 
Money has often been described as a singularly disrupting technology, a universal 
equivalent that shifts the ground under value and exchange.  In at least some societies, 
the introduction of money has been greeted as a dangerous change, subject to moral 
censure.  This class will examine different responses to money, as well as the various 
ways that money is used around the world. 
 
Simmel, Georg.  1997.  Money and Commodity Culture, in Simmel on Culture, David 
Frisby and Mike Featherstone, ends.  London: Sage.  Pp. 233-258. 
 
Maurer, Bill.  2006.  The Anthropology of Money.  Annual Review of Anthropology 35: 
15-36. 
 
Bohannan, Paul.  1959.  The Impact of Money on an African Subsistence 
Economy.  Journal of Economic History 19(4): 491-503. 
 
Parry, Jonathan and Maurice Bloch.  1989.  Introduction: Money and the 
Morality of Exchange.  In, Money and the Morality of Exchange, edited by 
Jonathan Parry and Maurice Bloch.  Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press.  P. 1-32.   
 
Graeber, David.  1996.  Beads and Money: Notes Toward a Theory of Wealth 
and Power.  American Ethnologist 23(1): 4-24. 

 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Hart, Keith.  2012.  The Financial Crisis and the History of Money.  In, A 
Handbook of Economic Anthropology, Second Edition, James G. Carrier, 
ed.  Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.  P. 626-638. 
 
 
Week 7. 
Tuesday, 7 March: Finance  
 
This lecture explores the burgeoning field of the anthropology of finance. The issue of 
the corporation has assumed particular importance since the global financial crisis that 
began in 2008, with bankers’ bonuses perennially in the news, and accusations of 
corruption levelled at corporate bosses. But what is a corporation – legally, socially, 
and ideologically? How have anthropologists tackled the nature of modern business, 
greed and the legal implications of ‘corporate personhood’?  
 
 
Essential Readings 
 
Maurer, Bll (2005), “Finance” in James Carrier (ed), A Handbook of Economic 
Anthropology, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar Publishing: 176-193 (ebook).  
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Riles, Annelise (2011) “Too big to fail.” In Jeanette Edwards and Maja Petrovic-
Steger (eds) Recasting Anthropological Knowledge: Inspiration and Social 
Science. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Callon, Michel (1998) “Introduction: The Embeddedness of Economic Markets in 
Economics.” Special Issue: Sociological Review. Volume 46, Issue S1: P. 1-57.  
 
Graeber, David (2012) “The Sword, the Sponge and the Paradox of Performativity: 
Some Observations on Fate, Luck, Financial Chicanery, and the Limits of Human 
Knowledge.” Social Analysis 56 (1): 25-42.  
 
Robertson, A.F. (2001) “Introduction” and “Corporate Greed.” In Greed: Gut feelings, 
growth, and history. Polity Press: Cambridge.   
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Zaloom, Caitlin (2003) “Ambiguous numbers: trading technologies and 
interpretation in financial markets”, American Ethnologist 30 (2): 258-72.  
 
 
Week 8. 
Tuesday, 14 March: Debt  
While debt as it relates to a gift economy has been central to anthropological study 
for over a century, it is only recently that debt in the contemporary, financialized 
sense of the term has received significant attention in the discipline.  This class will 
examine the emerging literature on debt as it pertains both to older fiduciary 
institutions and new credit regimes like microfinance.  
 
Graeber, David.  2009.  Debt: The First Five Thousand Years.  Mute 
2(12).  Online Access: http://www.metamute.org/editorial/articles/debt-first-five-
thousand-years 

 
Schuster, Caroline E.  2010.  Reconciling Debt: Microcredit and the Politics of 
Indignity in Argentina’s Altiplano.  Political and Legal Anthropology Review 
33(1): 47-66. 

 
Schuster, Caroline E. Your Family and Friends are Collateral: Microfinance and the 
Social.  Theorising the Contemporary, Cultural Anthropology website, 30 March 
2015.  Access: https://culanth.org/fieldsights/660-your-family-and-friends-are-
collateral-microfinance-and-the-social 

 
Shipton, Parker. 1995.  Luo Entrustment: Foreign Finance and the Soil of the Spirits 
in Kenya. Africa 65(2): 165-196. 

 
Bolt, Maxim.  2013.  The Loan Economy.  Anthropology of This Century 
7.  Access: http://aotcpress.com/articles/loan-economy/ 
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading  
 
Weiss, Hadas.  2011.  Homeownership in Israel: The Social Costs of Middle-
Class Debt.  Cultural Anthropology 29(1): 128-149. 
 
 
Week 9. 

http://www.metamute.org/editorial/articles/debt-first-five-thousand-years
http://www.metamute.org/editorial/articles/debt-first-five-thousand-years
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/660-your-family-and-friends-are-collateral-microfinance-and-the-social
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/660-your-family-and-friends-are-collateral-microfinance-and-the-social
http://aotcpress.com/articles/loan-economy/
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Tuesday, 21 March: Digital Technologies  
 
How have anthropologists studied the internet? In particular we look at the 
methodological challenge of studying online communities, given that for 
anthropologists face-to-face interactions have traditionally assumed such importance. 
We consider case-studies of online nationalism, religion and exchange.  
 
Boellstorff, Tom (2008) Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist explores 
the Virtually Human. Princeton: Princeton University Press. P. 3-31 AND 205 - 236  
 
Coleman, Gabriella (2010) “Ethnographic Approaches to Digital Media” Annual 
Review of Anthropology 39: 487-505.  
 
Mazzarella William (2006) “Internet X-Ray: E-Governance, Transparency, and the 
Politics of Immediation in India.” Public Culture 18 (3): 473-505.  
 
Miller, Daniel (2010) “An Extreme Reading of Facebook.” OAC Press Working 
Papers #3. http://openanthcoop.net/press/2010/10/22/an-extreme-reading-of-
facebook/ 
 
Miller, Daniel and Don Slater (2001) The Internet: An Ethnographic Approach. 
Oxford: Berg. Chapter One: Conclusions.  
 
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Humphrey, Caroline (2009) “The Mask and the Face: Imagination and Social 
Life in Russian Chat Rooms and Beyond.” Ethnos 4 (1): 31-50.  
 
 
Week 10. 
Tuesday, 28 March: Body Economies  
 
This week we will consider how anthropological theories of commodity and gift 
exchange can illuminate the ethical challenges raised by organ transplants, and the 
commodification of death, etc.  
 
Essential Readings 
 
Copeman, Jacob (2013) “Introduction: South Asian Tissue Economies.” 
Contemporary South Asia 21 (3): 192-213.  
 
Cohen, Lawrence (2004) “Operability at the Margin of the State.” In Anthropology at 
the Margins of the State (eds.) Veena Das and Deborah Poole. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press.  
 
Comaroff, Jean and John Comaroff (1999) “Occult Economies and the Violence 
of Abstraction: Notes from the South African Postcolony.” American 
Ethnologist 26(2): 279-303.  
 
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy (2004) “Parts Unknown: Undercover Ethnography of 
the Organs-Trafficking Underworld.” Ethnography 5 (1): 29-73. OR (2000) “The 
Global Traffic in Human Organs.” Current Anthropology 41 (2): 279-303.  
 

http://openanthcoop.net/press/2010/10/22/an-extreme-reading-of-facebook/
http://openanthcoop.net/press/2010/10/22/an-extreme-reading-of-facebook/
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Sharp, Lesley (2006) “Introduction.” In Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, 
Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self. Berkeley: University of California 
Press.  
 
Tutorial Discussion Reading 
 
Simpson, Bob (2009) “Please Give a Drop of Blood’: Blood Donation, Conflict 
and the Haemato-Global Assemblage in Contemporary Sri Lanka.” Body & 
Society 15 (2): 101-122.  
 
 
Week 11. 
Tuesday, 4 April: Office drop-in session and exam preparation  
 

Appendix 1 – General Information 
 

Students with Disabilities 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities (including those with specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as 
accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you 
may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, 
or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support 
Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service  
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 
The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
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effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, 
email iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

Discussing Sensitive Topics  
The discipline of social anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 

Guide to Using LEARN for Online Tutorial Sign-Up 
The following is a guide to using LEARN to sign up for your tutorial.  If you have any 
problems using the LEARN sign up, please contact the course secretary by email 
(Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk). 
 
Tutorial sign up will open on Tuesday 17th January 2017 (after your first lecture) and 
will close on Friday 20th Janaru 2017 for tutorials beginning the following week. 
 
Step 1 – Accessing LEARN course pages 
Access to LEARN is through the MyEd Portal.  You will be given a log-in and password 
during Freshers’ Week.  Once you are logged into MyEd, you should see a tab called 
‘Courses’ which will list the active LEARN pages for your courses under ‘myLEARN’. 
 
Step 2 – Welcome to LEARN 
Once you have clicked on the relevant course from the list, you will see the Course 
Content page.  There will be icons for the different resources available, including one 
called ‘Tutorial Sign Up’.  Please take note of any instructions there. 
 
Step 3 – Signing up for your Tutorial 
Clicking on Tutorial Sign Up will take you to the sign up page where all the available 
tutorial groups are listed along with the running time and location. 
 
Once you have selected the group you would like to attend, click on the ‘Sign up’ 
button. A confirmation screen will display.  
 
IMPORTANT: If you change your mind after having chosen a tutorial you cannot go 
back and change it and you will need to email the course secretary.  Reassignments 
once tutorials are full or after the sign-up period has closed will only be made in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
Tutorials have restricted numbers and it is important to sign up as soon as possible. 
The tutorial sign up will only be available until Monday 28 September 2015 so that 
everyone is registered to a group ahead of tutorials commencing in Week 2.  If you 

mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
mailto:Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk
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have not yet signed up for a tutorial by this time you will be automatically assigned to 
a group which you will be expected to attend. 
 

External Examiner 
The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: Dr Adam 
Reed, University of St Andrews.  
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Appendix 2 - Course Work Submission and Penalties 
 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them. 
 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 
 

• Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission 
System (ELMA) that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong 
format, incorrect document, no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be 
applied to students work. 
 

• Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks 
will be deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a 
maximum of seven calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero 
will be recorded.  There is no grace period for lateness and penalties begin to 
apply immediately following the deadline. 
 

• Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted 
for each additional 20 words over the limit. If the limit is 1500 words then 
anything between 1501 and 1520 words will lose one point, and so on. 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word 
count. Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, 
you should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth 
and that this will be reflected in your mark. 

 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 
 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1 - 4 
 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    

If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the 
guidance on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be 
able to access the online extension request form through our webpages. 

• Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 
• Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 

coursework deadline. 
• If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 

should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for 
Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should 
also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them 
aware of your situation. 

• If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

• If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you 
potential for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension 
request for this to be taken into account. 

 

Exam Feedback and Viewing Exam Scripts: 
General exam feedback will be provided for all courses with an examination.  General 
feedback will be uploaded to the relevant course learn page within 24 hours of the 
overall marks for the course being returned to Students.  
 
Students who sit the exam will also receive individual feedback. The relevant Course 
Secretary will contact students to let them know when this is available and how to 
access it.  
 
If students wish to view their scripts for any reason, they must contact the relevant 
Course Secretary via email to arrange this. 
 
 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 
Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
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detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism  
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 
In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
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