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Key Information 

 
 
Aims and Objectives 
Why do human relations with other forms of life matter? In this course we will examine 
the place that other forms of life – animals, plants, insects and microbes - occupy in 
human worlds. We will discuss how multispecies anthropology is shaping scholarship 
in social anthropology in general and in medical anthropology in particular. Is it possible 
for anthropologists to take a ‘non-anthropocentric’ perspective in their work, or can this 
be no more than a thought-experiment? 
 
Historically anthropologists have been interested in animals, because we can use our 
understanding of them to work out what is distinctive about humans, or, because as 
Levi-Strauss famously wrote, they are “good to think with”. More recently, 
anthropologists have begun to challenge the separation drawn between human and 
non-human forms of life, and ask about the biopolitical consequences of scientific 
practices such as taxonomy and botany. Scholars in this field argue that the 
boundaries drawn up between species create hierarchies and inequalities, and that 
breaking down species distinctions reveals the extent to which nonhuman lives are 
deeply imbricated in socioeconomic projects.  More radically, some argue that we 
should abandon our anthropocentric views of the world in favour of an approach that 
recognizes the agency of other species. Alternatively, anthropologists of the non-
western world are able to describe alternative modes of being in human relationships 
with other species.  

Course Organiser Dr Rebecca Marsland 
 Email: r.marsland@ed.ac.uk 
 Room no. 5.10 
 Chrystal MacMillan Building, 15A George Square 
 Guidance & Feedback Hours: Mondays 15:00 – 17:00 
 
Location 
 Lectures: Mondays 11.10 – 13.00 
                 Room 2.12, Appleton Tower 

Tutorials: Wednesdays -  
 09.00 - 09.50, Room G.05, Appleton Tower 
 10.00 - 10.50, Room 1.11, Library George Sq 
 
 

Course Secretary Secretary’s name: Joanne Blair 
 Email: Joanne.Blair@ed.ac.uk 
 Undergraduate Teaching Office 
  
Assessment 
Deadlines 

• Short essay: 12 noon Thursday 23 February 2017 
• Long essay: 12 noon Tuesday 25th April 2017 
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Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course the students should have a critical understanding of the place 
that nonhuman species – animals, plants, microbes – occupy in human worlds, and 
the role that our efforts to distinguish ourselves from other species plays in shaping 
our worlds. They should be familiar with debates about the relationships that humans 
have with nonhuman life. Students should be able to evaluate influential 
anthropological analyses of nonhuman forms of life – from structuralist and symbolic, 
political economic approaches, to more recent emphases on multispecies 
ethnography, anti-anthropocentrism, ontology and perspectivism. Critical analysis and 
discussion of case studies and theoretical essays will build anthropological skills in 
evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches.  
 
Teaching Methods 
The course will be via one weekly two hour class and a weekly hour long tutorial.  
 
Attendance of the entirety of the two hour class and the tutorial is compulsory. The first 
half of each session will consist of a lecture, while the second half of each session will 
involve discussion. 
 
All students should do the essential readings before each tutorial, and be prepared to 
comment on them. To this end, students will be required to have written a short reader 
response on the essential readings and bring it with them to class. Although these 
reader responses will not form part of the overall assessment they will form the basis 
of our class discussion. Students will be asked to hand in their reader responses at the 
end of each class, and general feedback on them will be given the following week.  
 
Students should also refer to further readings in assessed work.  
 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed by: 
 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit 

Do not 
exceed the 

word limit or 
penalties will 

be applied 

Weighting Submission date Return of 
feedback 

Essay 
1500 words 

max (excluding 
bibliography) 

30% 

23/02/17 
 (all coursework is 
due at 12 noon on 

the date of 
submission) 

16/03/17 

Essay 
2500 words 

max (excluding 
bibliography) 

70% 25/04/17, 12 noon 16/05/17 

 
 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here.  
 
Short Essay 
Your mid-term coursework is a 1500 word essay answering the question:  
 
‘What is an animal?’  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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Long Essay  
Your final piece of coursework is a 2500 word essay. Questions will be handed out in 
class and posted on Learn in week 2.  
  
Assessment Criteria 
Both essay will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
 
• Development and coherence of arguments 
• Use of supporting evidence, including evidence of ethnographic observation  
• Demonstration of an advanced and critical understanding of relevant key 

debates examined on the course, including reference to at least three articles on 
the reading list 

• Degree of reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence 
• Drawing together major arguments by way of conclusion in relation to the 

assignment 
• Formal presentation of report: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 

and style; layout and visual presentation. 
 
 
Please refer to the assessment and submission procedure information on our 
webpages which you will find here: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/submission_guidance. 
  
 
Attendance 
Attendance and participation in the lectures and discussion are essential for 
developing an understanding of the topics.  
 
Communications and Feedback 
You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We 
shall also use email to communicate with you, e.g., to assign readings for the second 
hour of each class. All students are provided with email addresses on the university 
system, if you are not sure of your address, which is based on your matric number, 
check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal.  
 
This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 
that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as yahoo or hotmail; it is therefore 
essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 
 
Readings and Resource List 
All students should read the Essential and Discussion Readings for every lecture. 
These Readings are necessary to create a thorough understanding of the topic. 
Further readings listed for each topic are intended to allow students to explore and 
consolidate their knowledge of particular themes. We have given extensive references 
in order to help students explore the wider literature if they so wish: we would not 
expect any student to read all the references for all of these weeks. However, if you 
are intending to write an essay on a particular topic, you must demonstrate that you 
have read many, if not all, the different readings suggested for that topic.  
 
Discussion Readings (plus much Essential Readings) can also be obtained 
electronically via LEARN or the links in the main library catalogue. If you have any 
difficulty getting hold of any of the readings, contact the course organisers. 
 
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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Lecture Summary 
 

Week Day Date Lecture 

1 Monday 16 January 
2017 

Introduction - Taxonomies 

2 Monday 23 January Being in the World With Animals 

3 Monday 30 January Animal Rights and Posthuman Ethics 

4 Monday 6 February Domestication & Breeding 

5 Monday 13 February Speaking With Cats – John Harries 

NO CLASS: 
Festival of Creative Learning Week 

6 Monday 27 February Livestock & industrial agriculture 

7 Monday 6 March Pests & Bugs 

8 Monday 13 March Animals & Science 

9 Monday 20 March Conflict, Conservation & Extinction 

10 Monday 27 March Multispecies Ethnography 
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Course Lectures and Readings 
 
16th January 
Week One: Introduction – Taxonomies 
 
In this lecture we will look at the history of anthropological engagements with the study 
of human-animal relationships. We’ll go on to consider how classification of humans, 
animals and other species act to define what is human (and what is animal), and the 
cross-cultural variation in these taxonomies. The lecture will conclude by thinking about 
the effects of the categorization of humans and other forms of life, and the implications 
of these for how we think about and act upon the world around us.  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Hurn, S. (2010). "What's in a name? Anthrozoology, human-animal studies, animal 

studies or....?" Anthropology today 26(3): 27-28. 
Mullin, M.H. 1999. Mirrors and windows: sociocultural studies of human-animal 

relationships. Annual Review of Anthropology 28, 201-24. 
Schiebinger, L. 1993. Nature's body. Sexual politics and the making of modern science. 

London: Pandora. (Chapter two. Why mammals are called mammals).  
 
Further Readings 
Bulmer, R. 1967. Why is the cassowary not a bird? A problem of zoological taxonomy 

among the Karam of the New Guinea Highlands. Man (NS) 2, 5-25. 
Cormier, L. A. (2010). Kinship with monkeys. The Guaja foragers of eastern Amazonia. 

New York, Columbia University Press. (ebook in library) 
Delbourgo, J. 2011. Sir Hans Sloane's Milk Chocolate and the Whole History of the 

Cacao. Social Text 29, 71-101. 
Dupré, J. (2002). Humans and other animals. Oxford, Clarendon Press. 
Haraway, D. J. (1989). Primate visions: gender, race, and nature in the world of modern 

science. New York, Routledge. 
Fuentes, A., J. Marks, T. Ingold, R. Sussman, P.V. Kirch & E.M. Brumfiel. 2010. On 

nature and the human. American anthropologist 112, 512-521. 
Ingold, T. 1990. An anthropologist looks at biology. Man (NS) 25 (2), 208-229. 
Ingold, T. 1994. What is an animal? London: Routledge. 
Mullin, M. 2002. Animals and Anthropology. Society and Animals 10 (4), 378-393. 
Noske, B. 1993. The animal question in anthropology. Society and Animals 1(2): 185-

190.  
Serpell, J. 2009. Having our dogs and eating them too: why animals are a social issue. 

Journal of Social Issues 65 (3), 633-644. 
Yates-Doerr, E. (2015). "Does meat come from animals? A multispecies approach to 

classification and belonging in Highland Guatemala." American ethnologist 
42(2): 309-323. 

 
 
23rd January 
Week Two: Being in the World with Animals 
 
According to “Western” philosophical tradition humans and animals are separate kinds. 
They occupy worlds that are mutually inaccessible. Yet, we find it fascinating to 
speculate about what animal worlds might be like. How can we account for other ways 
of knowing and experiencing the world in which animals are seen as kin, or as other 
persons in different kinds of body? What of shape shifting, in which humans take the 
form of and experience the world as another animal? Not all cultures distinguish 
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between humans and animals as Western cultures do, and not all Western individuals 
believe in the Cartesian view of the animal as soulless machine.  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Ingold, T. 2006. Rethinking the Animate, Re-Animating Thought. Ethnos 71, 9-20. 
Von Uexküll, J. 2001. The new concept of Umwelt: A link between science and the 

humanities. Semiotica 134, 111-123. 
Willerslev, R. 2005. Not animal, not not animal: hunting, imitation and empathetic 

knowledge among the Siberian Yukaghirs. Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute 10, 629-652. 

 
 
Further Readings 
Brightman, R. 1993. Grateful Prey: Rock Cree Human-Animal Relationships. Berkeley: 

University of California Press.  
Costa, L. & C. Fausto. 2010. The return of the animists: recent studies of Amazonian 

ontologies. Religion and Society: Advances in Research 1, 179-200. 
de Castro, E.V. 1998. Cosmological deixis and Amerindian perspecivism. Journal of 

the Royal Anthropological Institute 4, 469-488. 
Descola, P. 1994. In the society of nature: a native ecology in Amazonia (trans.) N. 

Scott. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Descola, P. (2013). Beyond Nature and Culture. Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 
Evans-Pritchard, E. E. (1940). The Nuer. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 
Fijn, N. (2011). Living with herds: human-animal coexistence in Mongolia. Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press. (ebook in library) 
Jackson, M. 1990. The man who could turn into an elephant. Shape-shifting among 

the Kuranko of Sierra Leone. In Personhood and agency (eds) M. Jackson & I. 
Karp. Uppsala/ Washington: Almquist and Wiksell/ Smithsonian Institution 
Press.  

Kohn, E. 2007. How dogs dream: Amazonian natures and the politics of trans-species 
engagement. American ethnologist 34, 3-24. 

Moore, L. J. and M. Kosut (2014). "Among the colony: ethnographic fieldwork, urban 
bees, and intra-species mindfulness." Ethnography 15(4): 516-539. 

Nadasy, P. 2007. The gift in the animal: The ontology of hunting and human–animal 
sociality. American ethnologist 34, 25-43. 

Nagel, T. (1974). "What is it like to be a bat?" The Philosophical Review 83(4): 435-
450. 

Willerslev, R. 2007. Soul hunters: hunting, animism, and personhood among the 
Siberian Yukaghirs. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 
 
30th January 
Week Three: Animal Rights and Posthuman Ethics 
 
This week we will discuss the trajectory of debates surrounding human ethical stances 
towards animals. Beginning with animal rights scholars, such as Peter Singer, we start 
with the idea that on the basis of similarity to humans (the experience of pain, the use 
of language) human rights should be extended to animals. Historically, the differences 
drawn between humans and nonhuman animals have justified the commodification of, 
and the infliction of pain and suffering on other forms of life. But are our anthropocentric 
understandings of rights adequate for nonhuman species? What do they have to say 
about the actual and individual animals that we live with? Posthuman ethics ask how 
weigh the needs and suffering of creatures whose worlds we can only make 
approximate efforts to understand.  
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Essential Readings 
Haraway, D. J. (2008). When Species Meet. Minneapolis, University of Minnesota 

Press. Chapter Three: Sharing Suffering.  
Singer, P. 2001 [1975]. Animal Liberation. New York: Ecco. Introduction. (ebook) 
Song, H. 2010. Pigeon Trouble: Bestiary Biopolitics in a Deindustrialized America. 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. Chapter 2: ‘Gloved Love’. 
(SK325.P55 Son) 

 
 
Further Readings 
(Nb – some of the further readings this week are heavier going than most, so if you are 
interested in this topic give yourself enough time…) 
 
Agamben (2004). The open: man and animal. Stanford, Stanford University Press. 
Benthall, J. 2007 ‘Animal liberation and rights’. Anthropology Today Vol. 23, Issue 2.  
Braverman, I. (2017). "Captive: Zoometric operations in Gaza." Public culture 29(1): 

191-215. 
Deleuze, G. and F. Guattari (1987). A thousand plateaus. London, New York, 

Continuum. 
Derrida, J. (2008). The animal that therefore I am. New York, Fordham University 

Press. 
Reed, A. D. E. (2017). "Snared: ethics and nature in animal protection." Ethnos 82(1): 

68-85. 
Silverstein, H. 1996. Unleashing rights: Law, Meaning and the Animal Rights 

Movement. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.  
Ticktin, M. (2015). Non-human suffering: a humantiarian project. The clinic and the 

court. T. Kelly, I. Harper and A. Khanna. Cambridge, Cambridge University 
Press. 

Wolfe, C. (2009). What is posthumanism? Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press. 
Wolfe, C., Ed. (2003). Zoontologies. Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press. 
Wolfe, C. (2003). Animal Rites. American Culture, the Discourse of Species and 

Posthumanist Theory. Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
6th February 
Week Four: Domestication & Breeding 
 
We see ourselves as distinct from animals, and yet we associate with them closely in 
many parts of our lives. Whether we keep domestic animals for food or labour, or keep 
pets for companionship, our relationships with animals that are no longer wild 
undermine the distinction between us and them that we set up. Why do we give some 
animals human names and see them as members of our family? How do we reconcile 
these relationships with the recognition that those animals which are close to us are 
simultaneously commodities, products of selective breeding and co-consumers of the 
commercial goods that we buy for them?  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Mullin, M. 2007. Feeding the animals. In Where the wild things are now. Domestication 

reconsidered (eds) R. Cassidy & M. Mullin. Oxford, New York: Berg. 
Russell, N. 2002. The wild side of animal domestication. Society and Animals 10 (3), 

285-302. 
 
 
Further Readings 
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Campbell, B. 2005. On "loving your water buffalo more than your mother": relationships 
of animal and human care in Nepal. In Animals in person: cultural perspectives 
on human-animal intimacies (ed.) J. Knight. London: Routledge.  

Cassidy, R. & M. Mullin (eds) 2007. Where the wild things are now: domestication 
reconsidered. Oxford: Berg. (GT5870 Whe. & ebook)  

Cassidy, R. (2002). The sport of kings: kinship, class and thoroughbred breeding in 
Newmarket. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Fox, R. 2006. Animal behaviours, post-human lives: everyday negotiations of the 
animal-human divide in pet-keeping. Social and Cultural Geography 7 (4) , 525-
537. 

Franklin, S. (2007). Dolly mixtures: the remaking of genealogy. Durham and London, 
Duke University Press. (QH442.6 Fra. & ebook) 

Haraway, D.J. 2003. The companion species manifesto: dogs, people, and significant 
otherness. Chicago: Prickly Paradigm Press.  

Haraway, D.J. 2008. When Species Meet. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
(especially chapters 4 & 5)  

Irvine, L. 2004. Pampered or enslaved? The moral dilemma of pets. International 
Journal of Sociology and Social Policy 24 (9), 5-17. 

Lien, M. E. and J. Law (2011). "‘Emergent Aliens’: On Salmon, Nature, and Their 
Enactment." Ethnos 76(1): 65-87. 

Nast, H. 2006. Critical pet studies? . Antipode 38, 894-906. 
Noske, B. 1997. Beyond boundaries. Humans and Animals: Black Rose Books, 

Chapters 1-3.  
Paul, E. A., et al., Eds. (2000). Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the 

Relationships between People and Pets. Cambridge, Cambridge University 
Press. (3rd floor (SF411.5 Com) 

Power, E. 2008. Furry families: making a human-dog family through home. Social and 
Cultural Geography 9, 535-555. 

Shanklin, E. 1985. Sustenance and symbol: anthropological studies of domesticated 
animals. Annual Review of Anthropology 14, 375-403. 

Tuan, Y.-F. 1984. Dominance and affection: the making of pets. New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press.  

Tsovel, A. 2005. What can a farm animal biography accomplish? The case of "Portrait 
of the burger as a young calf". Society and Animals 13, 245-262. 

Wrye, J. 2009. Beyond pets: exploring relational perspectives of petness. Canadian 
Journal of Sociology 34, 1033-1063. 

 
 
13th February 
Week Five: Speaking with cats: pets as familiar others and the possibility of 
interspecies ethnography (John A. Harries) 
 
I will admit this lecture has grown out of a lifelong acquaintance with and affection for 
cats. Reflecting on our relationship with cats and pets more broadly, I want to consider 
the possibility of interspecies ethnography as a methodological, theoretical and 
perhaps even ethical project. In other words, how can we recognised cats as, to quote 
Donna Haraway (who is, in fact, more interested in dogs), “significant others” and, in 
this act of recognition, imagine an anthropological contribution to a broader 
understanding of our more-than-human entanglements. This contribution, we will 
suggest, requires that we move beyond the anthropocentric consideration of animals 
as either “sustenance” or “symbol” so as to attend more closely to our affective, 
communicative and transformative relationships with those fur-people (yes I am that 
soft on cats) with whom we share our lives.  
 
 
Essential Reading 



2016-17 Humans and Other Species 10 

 
Haraway, D. (2006). Encounters with companion species: entangling dogs, baboons, 

philosophers, and biologists. Configurations, 14(1), 97-114. 
Madden, R. (2014). Animals and the Limits of Ethnography. Anthrozoös, 27(2), 279-

293. 
White, K. (2013). And say the cat responded? Getting closer to the feline gaze. Society 

& Animals, 21(1), 93-104. 
 
Further Reading 
 
Alger, J. M., & Alger, S. F. (1999). Cat culture, human culture: An ethnographic study 

of a cat shelter. Society & Animals, 7(3), 199-218. 
Bradshaw, J. W. (2016). Sociality in cats: A comparative review. Journal of Veterinary 

Behavior: Clinical Applications and Research, 11, 113-124. 
Bernstein, P.L., 2007. The human-cat relationship. In I. Rochlitz (ed.)The welfare of 

Cats, pp. 47-89. Springer (ebook). 
Derrida, J., & Wills, D. (2002). The animal that therefore I am (more to follow). Critical 

inquiry, 28(2), 369-418. 
Driscoll, Carlos A., et al. "The Taming of the Cat." Scientific American 24 (2015): 62-

71. 
Fox, R., 2006. Animal behaviours, post-human lives: Everyday negotiations of the 

animal–human divide in pet-keeping. Social & Cultural Geography, 7(4), 
pp.525-537.  

Haraway, D. J. (2003). The companion species manifesto: Dogs, people, and 
Significant Otherness. Chicago: Prickly Paradigm Press. 

Kohn, Eduardo. "How dogs dream: Amazonian natures and the politics of transspecies 
engagement." American Ethnologist 34.1 (2007): 3-24. 

Moelk, M. (1944). Vocalizing in the house-cat; a phonetic and functional study. The 
American Journal of Psychology, 57(2), 184-205. 

O’Doherty, D. P. (2016). Feline politics in organization: The nine lives of Olly the cat. 
Organization, 23(3), 407-433. 

Ogden, L. A., Hall, B., & Tanita, K. (2013). Animals, plants, people, and things: A review 
of multispecies ethnography. Environment and Society: Advances in Research, 
4(1), 5-24. 

Shreve, K. R. V., & Udell, M. A. (2015). What’s inside your cat’s head? A review of cat 
(Felis silvestris catus) cognition research past, present and future. Animal 
Cognition, 18(6), 1195-1206. 

Young, Robert L. "Regarding Rocky: A theoretical and ethnographic exploration of 
interspecies intersubjectivity." Society & Animals 21.3 (2013): 294-313. 

 
 
BREAK  
 
 
27th February  
Week Six: Livestock & Industrial Agriculture 
 
One corollary of domestication is the incorporation of nonhuman creatures into human 
industrial production. What are the consequences of turning farms into factories? How 
has the agro-industrial complex shaped the lives of both animals and humans across 
the globe? What does this mean for the ways in which we conceptualise work and 
labour – if  animals are both producers and commodities at the same time, and human 
labourers must shape their lives around particular livestock species?  
 
 
Essential Readings 
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Blanchette, A. (2015). "Herding species: biosecurity, posthuman labor, and the 
American industrial pig." Cultural Anthropology 30(4): 640-669. 

Franklin, S. (2007). Dolly mixtures: the remaking of genealogy. Durham and London, 
Duke University Press. Chapter Three: Capital (QH442.6 Fra. & ebook) 

 
 
Further Readings 
Fitzgerald, D. K. (2003). Every farm a factory: the industrial ideal in American 

agriculture. New Haven Conn; London, Yale University Press. (HD1761 Fit. & 
ebook) 

Lien, M. E. (2007). "Feeding fish efficiently. Mobilising knowledge in Tasmanian 
salmon farming*." Social anthropology 15(2): 169-185. 

Lien, M. E. (2009). Standards, Science and Scale: The Case of Tasmanian Atlantic 
Salmon. The globalisation of food. D. Inglis and D. Gimlin, Berg: 65-81. 

Lien, M. E. (2015). Becoming salmon: Aquaculture and the domestication of a fish. 
California, University of California Press. (SH167.S17 Lie. & ebook)  

Moore, J. W. (2015). Capitalism in the web of life. London, New York, Verso. 
Mullin 2013.“Home Flocks: Deindustrial Domestications on the Coop Tour,” in The 

Politics of Species: Reshaping our Relationships with Other Animals, eds. 
Raymond Corbey and Annette Lanjouw. Cambridge University Press.  

Nimmo, R. (2015). "The bio-politics of bees: Industrial Farming and Colony Collapse 
Disorder." Humanimalia 6(2): 1-20. 

Novek, J. (2005). "Pigs and People: Sociological Perspectives on the Discipline of 
Nonhuman Animals in Intensive Confinement." Society and Animals 13(3): 221-
244. 

Pachirat, T. (2011). Every twelve seconds: industrialised slaughter and the politics of 
sight. New Haven, Conn, Yale University Press.  (TS1963 Pac. & ebook ) 

Tsing, A. (2016). The Mushroom at the End of the World: On the Possibility of Life in 
Capitalist Ruins, Princeton University Press. Part II: After Progress, Salvage 
Capitalism (GF21 Tsi. & ebook)  

Tsing, A. (2015) Salvage capitalism, or the Structural Effects of Capitalist Generativity. 
Cultural Anthropology website, March 30.  https://culanth.org/fieldsights/656-
salvage-accumulation-or-the-structural-effects-of-capitalist-generativity 

 
 
6th March 
Week Seven: Pests & Bugs 
 
Animal studies has conventionally focused on animals which we like to associate with 
– either as companion species, or wild animals that we can admire from afar. But what 
of those creatures that we do not wish to be close to – those transgressive species 
(vermin, insects, viruses, bacteria) which act in ways that make it difficult for us to 
classify or control them, that transmit disease, and yet nevertheless direct the ways 
that we organize our lives? This week we look at how animals become entangled within 
our own biopolitics.  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Mavhunga, C.C. 2011. Vermin Beings. On Pestiferous Animals and Human Game. 

Social Text 29, 151-176. 
Nading, A. M. (2013). "Humans, animals and health: from ecology to entanglement." 

Environ. Soc. Adv. Res 4: 60-78. 
 
 
Further Readings 
Ahuja, N. 2011. Abu Zabaydha and the Caterpillar. Social Text 29, 127-149. 

https://culanth.org/fieldsights/656-salvage-accumulation-or-the-structural-effects-of-capitalist-generativity
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/656-salvage-accumulation-or-the-structural-effects-of-capitalist-generativity
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Caplan, P. 2010. Death on the farm: culling badgers in north Pembrokeshire. 
Anthropology Today 26, 14-18. 

Cohen, E. 2011. Viral containment: or, how scale undoes us one and all. Social Text 
106, 1. 

Edelman, B. 2002. Rats are people too! Rat-human relations re-rated. Anthropology 
Today 18, 3-8. 

Keck, F. (2015). "Liberating sick birds: poststructuralist perspectives on the biopolitics 
of avian influenza." Cultural Anthropology 30(2): 224-235. 

Kelly, A. 2012. The experimental hut: hosting vectors. Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, s145-s160. 

Knight, J. 2000. Natural Enemies: People-Wildlife Conflicts in Anthropological 
Perspective. London: Routledge.  

Kosek, J. 2010. Ecologies of Empire: On the New Uses of the Honeybee. Cultural 
Anthropology 25, 650-678. 

Lorimer, J. (2016). "Gut buddies: multispecies studies and the microbiome." 
Environmental Humanities 8(1): 57-76. 

Lowe, C. 2010. Viral Clouds: Becoming H5N1 in Indonesia. Cultural Anthropology 25, 
625-649. 

Marvin, G. 2000. The problem of foxes: legitimate and illegitimate killing in the English 
countryside. In Natural enemies: people-wildlife conflicts in anthropological 
perspective (ed.) J. Knight. London: Routledge.  

Nading, A. M. (2014). Mosquito trails. Ecology, health, and the politics of entanglement. 
California, University of California Press. Chapter four: Mosquitoes, Madres, y 
Moradores. (RA644.D4 Nad. & ebook)  

Paxson, H. (2008). "Post-Pasteurian cultures: The microbiopolitics of raw-milk cheese 
in the United States." Cultural Anthropology 23(1): 15-47. 

Porter, N. 2013. Bird flu biopower: strategies for multispecies coexistence in VietNam. 
American Ethnologist 40, 132-148. 

Raffles, H. 2010. Insectopedia. New York: Pantheon.  
Zhan, M. 2005. Civet Cats, Fried Grasshoppers, and David Beckham's Pajamas: 

Unruly Bodies after SARS. American Anthropologist 107, 31-42. 
 
 
13th March 
Week Eight: Animals & Science 
 
Scientists’ relationships with animals rely on maintaining a position that insists that 
humans are different from animals – we must be objective, and avoid 
anthropomorphizing their behaviour, whilst simultaneously relying on their similarities 
to us – laboratory technologies such as vivisection and xenotransplantation – require 
that animal biology be like ours. In this lecture we ask, how is that scientists can “know” 
animals, and how does the use of animals in the life sciences challenge the human-
animal boundary?  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Candea, M. (2013). "Suspending belief: epoche in animal behaviour science." 

American anthropologist 115(3): 423-436. 
Despret, V. (2004). "The body we care for: figures of anthropo-zoo-genesis." Body and 

Society 10(2): 111-134. 
 
 
Further Readings 
Birke, L. 1994. Feminism, animals and science: the naming of the shrew. Milton 

Keynes: Open University Press. 
Bolton, M. & C. Dengen. 2010. Animals and science: from colonial encounters to the 
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biotech industry. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars. 
Candea, M. 2010. I fell in love with Carlos the meercat: engagement and detachment 

in human-animal relations. American ethnologist 37, 241-258. 
Cassidy, R. 2001. On the human-animal boundary. Anthrozoös 14, 194-203. 
Giraud, E. and G. Hollin (2016). "Care, Laboratory Beagles and Affective Utopia." 

Theory, Culture & Society 33(4): 27-49. 
Haraway, D.J. 2008. When Species Meet. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

Chapter 3.  
Haraway, D.J. 1997. Modest_Witnesss@Second_Millennium. 

FemaleMan_Meets_Oncomouse. New York, London: Routledge. Chapter Two. 
Femaleman©_Meets_OncoMouse™. Mice into Wormholes: a Technoscience 
Fugue in Two Parts.  

—. 1989. Primate visions: gender, race, and nature in the world of modern science. 
New York: Routledge. 

Holmberg, T. 2008. A feeling for the animal: on becoming an experimentalist. Society 
and Animals 16, 316-335. 

Sharp, L.A. 2011. Monkey business. Interspecies longing and scientific prophecy in 
experimental xenotransplantation. Social Text 29, 43-69. 

Shapiro, K. (2002). A rodent for your thoughts: the social construction of animal 
models. Animals in Human Histories. M. Henninger-Voss. Rochester, 
University of Rochester Press: 439-469. 

Rader, K. A. (2004). Making mice: standardizing animals for American biomedical 
research, 1900-1955. Princeton  NJ, Princeton University Press. 3rd 
floor (QL737.R666 Rad. 

 
 
20th March 
Week Nine: Conflict, Conservation & Extinction 
 
Conservation practice often sees humans attempt to protect and manage valued 
species in the face of some form of (often anthropogenic) threat. Such initiatives result 
in intriguing interspecies encounters and outcomes, particularly where the nonhumans 
involved have been reintroduced or have recolonized following a period of (local) 
extinction. In this lecture we will explore the development of conservation practice, to 
question what it means for the “wild” or the “natural” to exist amidst the presence of 
active human involvement.  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Bird, D. B. (2011). Wild dog dreaming. Love and Extinction Charlottesville and London, 

University of Virginia Press. Chapter 2. Looking into Extinction. (ebook)  
Van Dooren, T. (2014). Flight ways: life and loss at the edge of extinction. New  York, 

Columbia University Press. Choose any one chapter except the 
Introduction/Epilogue (ebook) 

 
 
Further Readings 
Baynes-Rock, M. (2015). Among the bone eaters: encounters with hyenas in Harar. 

Pennsylvania, Animalabus. (ebook) 
Benson, E. 2011. From wild lives to wildlife and back. Environmental History, 1-5. 
Braverman, I. (2015). Wildlife: the institution of nature. Stanford, Stanford University 

Press. (QL82 Bra. & ebook)  
Buller, H. 2008. Safe from the wolf: biosecurity, biodiversity and competing 

philosophies of nature. Environment and Planning A 40, 1583-1597. 
Collard, R.-C. 2012. Cougar-human entanglements and the biopolitical un/making of 

safe space. Environment and Planning D 30, 23-42. 
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Emel, J. (1995). ""Are you man enough, big and bad enough?': An ecofeminist analysis 
of wolf eradication in the United States." Society and Space: Environment and 
Planning 13: 707-734. 

Havlick, D. 2011. Disarming nature: converting military lands to wildlife refuges. The 
Geographical Review 101, 183-200. 

Kirksey, E. (2015). Emergent ecologies. Durham & London, Duke University Press. 
(ebook)  

Knight, J. (2000). Natural Enemies: People-Wildlife Conflicts in Anthropological 
Perspective. London, Routledge. QL85 Nat. 

Knight, J. (2006). "Monkey mountain as a megazoo: analyzing the naturalistic claims 
of 'wild monkey parks' in Japan." Society and Animals 14(3): 245-264. 

Knight, J. (2006). Waiting for wolves in Japan: an anthropological study of people-
wildlife relations. Honolulu, University of Hawaii Press. QL85 Kni. 

Lorimer, J. (2015). Wildlife in the anthropocene: conservation after nature. London, 
University of Minnesota Press. 

Marvin, G. (2000). The problem of foxes: legitimate and illegitimate killing in the English 
countryside. Natural enemies: people-wildlife conflicts in anthropological 
perspective. J. Knight. London, Routledge: 189-212. 

Theodossopoulos, D. (2003). Troubles with turtles: cultural understandings of the 
environment on a Greek island. New York, Oxford, Berghahn. (QH77.G8 The.) 

 
 
27th March 
Week Ten: Multispecies Ethnography 
 
Interspecies anthropology attempts to break down the boundaries that separate nature 
from culture. It takes the stance that species are interdependent, and aims to 
understand the relationships between different forms of life and their political effects. 
In this lecture we ask what new understandings can be gained from this approach.  
 
 
Essential Readings 
Kirksey, E. and S. Helmreich (2010). "The emergence of multispecies ethnography." 

Cultural Anthropology 25(4): 545-576. 
Tsing, A. (2016). The Mushroom at the End of the World: On the Possibility of Life in 

Capitalist Ruins, Princeton University Press. (Read Part III – this is available as 
an ebook via the library catalogue. There is one standard loan copy if you can 
get hold of it GF21 Tsi.)  

 
 
Further Readings 
Freccero, C. 2011. Carnivorous Virility; or, Becoming-Dog. Social Text 29, 177-195. 
Hayward, E. 2010. Fingeryeyes: Impressions of Cup Corals. Cultural Anthropology 25, 

577-599. 
Helmreich, S. 2009. Alien ocean: an anthropology of marine biology and the limits of 

life: University of California Press. QR106 Hel. 
Kirksey, E., Ed. (2014). The Multispecies Salon. Durham and London, Duke University 

Press. 
Kohn, E. (2013). How forests think, University of California Press. 
Lingis, A. 2011. Outside. Social Text 29, 37-42. 
Livingston, J. & J.K. Puar. 2011. Interspecies. Social Text 29, 3-14. 
Matsutake Research Group. 2009. A new form of collaboration in cultural 

anthropology: Matsutake Worlds. American Ethnologist 36, 380-403. 
Ogden, L. A., Hall, B., & Tanita, K. (2013). Animals, plants, people, and things: A review 

of multispecies ethnography. Environment and Society: Advances in Research, 
4(1), 5-24. 
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Ogden, L. (2011). Swamplife: people, gators and mangroves entangled in the 
everglades. Minneapolis, MN, University of Minnesota Press.  

Pollan, M. 2003. The Botany of Desire: A Plant's Eye View of the World. London: 
Bloomsbury. 

Von Uexküll, J. (2010). A foray into the worlds of animals and humans. Minneapolis, 
University of Minnesota Press. 

 
 
 
Free Range Reading List 
 
General Texts  

 
Bekoff, M. 2007. Encylopedia of human-animal relationships: a global exploration of 

our connections with animals. London: Greenwood Press. (Ref. QL85 Enc.) 
DeMello, M. (2012). Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies, 

Columbia University Press. 
Hurn, S. (2012). Humans and Other Animals: Human-Animal Interactions in Cross 

Cultural Perspective. London, Pluto Press 
Kalof, L. & A. Fitzgerald (eds) 2007. The animals readers: the essential classic and 

contemporary writings. Oxford: Berg.  
Manning, A. and J. Serpell, Eds. (1994). Animals and Human Society. London, 

Routledge. 
Noske, B. 1997. Beyond boundaries. Humans and Animals: Black Rose Books.  
Rothfels, N. 2002. Representing animals. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  
 
Any book from the Reaktion Books series, Animal. There is a range of these in the Hub 
Short Loan section, also see: 
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/results.asp?SF1=series_exact&ST1=ANIMAL&DS=A
NIMAL&SORT=sort_title 
 
Monographs and Edited Collections 
 
Cassidy, R. 2007. Horse people: thoroughbred culture in Lexington and Newmarket. 

Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press.  
Descola, P. 1994. In the society of nature: a native ecology in Amazonia (trans.) N. 

Scott. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
Fudge, E. 2002. Animal: Reaktion Books.  
Gray, J. (2011). At home in the hills: a sense of place in the Scottish borders. Oxford, 
Berghahn. (DA880.B72 Gra) 
Harries, P. 2007. Butterflies and Barbarians: Swiss Missionaries and Systems of 

Knowledge in South-East Africa. Athens: Ohio University Press.  
Knight, J. (2005). Animals in person: cultural perspectives on human-animal 
intimacies. Oxford, Berg. QL85 Ani. 
Lawrence, E. (1984). Rodeo: an anthropologist looks at the wild and the tame. 

Chicago, Chicago University Press. GV1834.5 Law. 
Marvin, G. (1988). Bullfight. Oxford, Basil Blackwell. 
Morris, B. 2000. Animals and ancestors: an ethography. Oxford: Berg.  
Pratten, D. 2007. The Man-Leopard Murders: History and Society in Colonial Nigeria. . 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 
Raffles, H. 2010. Insectopedia. New York: Pantheon. 
Schiebinger, L. & C. Swan (eds) 2007. Colonial botany: science, commerce, and 

politics in the early modern world. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press.  

Schiebinger, L. 2004. Plants and empire: Colonial bioprospecting in the Atlantic world. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/results.asp?SF1=series_exact&ST1=ANIMAL&DS=ANIMAL&SORT=sort_title
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/results.asp?SF1=series_exact&ST1=ANIMAL&DS=ANIMAL&SORT=sort_title
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Singer, P. 2001 (1975). Animal Liberation. New York: Ecco.  
Van Sittert, L. & S. Swart. 2007. Canis Africanis: A Dog History of South Africa. Leiden, 

NL: Brill. 
Vitebsky, P. 2005. Reindeer people: living with animals and spirits in Siberia. London: 

Harper Collins. 
Willis, R. 1974. Man and Beast. New York: Basic Books. 
  



2016-17 Humans and Other Species 17 

 
Appendix 1 – General Information 
 
Students with Disabilities 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities (including those with specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as 
accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you 
may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, 
or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support 
Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service  
 
Learning Resources for Undergraduates 
The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, email 
iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 
Discussing Sensitive Topics  
There are some topics on this course relating to animal rights and welfare that some 
might find sensitive, or in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor.   

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 
External Examiner 
The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: Dr Paolo 
Fortis, Durham University. 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
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Appendix 2 - Course Work Submission and Penalties 
 
Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them. 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 

• Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission System 
(ELMA) that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong format, 
incorrect document, no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be applied 
to students work. 
 

• Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks 
will be deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a maximum 
of seven calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero will be 
recorded.  There is no grace period for lateness and penalties begin to apply 
immediately following the deadline. 
 

• Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted for 
each additional 20 words over the limit. If the limit is 1500 words then 
anything between 1501 and 1520 words will lose one point, and so on.  Word 
limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word 
count. Again, check the course handbook for this information.  You will not be 
penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, you should note 
that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth and that this will 
be reflected in your mark. 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 
Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1-4 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    
If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the guidance 
on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be able to access 
the online extension request form through our webpages. 

• Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
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• Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 
coursework deadline. 

• If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 
should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for Special 
Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should also 
contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them aware 
of your situation. 

• If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

• If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you potential 
for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension request for this 
to be taken into account. 

 
Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 
Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism 
 
Data Protection Guidance for Students 
In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
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