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Aims 

This course will introduce students to perspectives on energy from anthropology, 

politics, sociology and geography, and to studies of low carbon energy transitions in 

Africa, Asia and Latin America. The course is built around weekly case studies drawn 

from diverse global contexts and focused on specific examples. The course will utilise 

a variety of research-led teaching and learning techniques, applying critical 

pedagogical approaches and building key skills to apply innovative research methods. 

The course will be of particular interest to students taking programmes in international 

development, social anthropology, politics and international relations, sociology, 

human geography as well as area studies, economics and law. 
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Objectives 

Access to modern energy is seen as fundamental to reducing poverty, and improving 

education, livelihoods and health across the global South. Yet in the context of climate 

change and the UN’s sustainable development goals the question of what kind of 

energy is appropriate for whom has become more important than ever. Meanwhile, the 

quest for new reserves of fossil fuels and attempts to increase the use of alternative 

energy is transforming relationships between the global south and the global north.  

 

This course approaches the study of energy, fuel and electricity in Africa, Latin 

America, South Asia and the Pacific as the study of social, cultural and political change. 

We will explore both the role of energy in post-colonial projects of nationalist 

modernisation and the place of energy in contemporary projects of socio-economic 

development. We will explore the social and cultural politics of oil, coal, hydro 

electricity, wind and solar. And we will shift focus between big infrastructure projects, 

like dams and coal plants, designed to generate electricity for people living on the grid 

to small, decentralised infrastructures projects designed for those living off the grid. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this course, the student will have: 

 

1. Critical awareness and extensive knowledge of key debates about the role of 

energy in development 

2. In-depth understanding of the power relationships involved in the extraction of 

fossil fuel reserves and transitions to low carbon or alternative energy futures. 

3. Ability to critically analyse and evaluate the energy infrastructure projects and 

low development projects initiated by governments, international finance 

organisations, development agencies, social entrepreneurs, NGO and rural 

communities. 

4. Ability to identify and effectively navigate methodological and ethical 

complexities of researching energy in the Global South. 

 

By the end of the programme, you will be equipped with new skills in:  

 

1. Synthesising and analysing empirical and theoretical material from a variety of 

sources 

2. Examining, using and assessing evidence in support of explanatory and 

normative claims 

3. Developing and evaluating arguments that take different kinds of social 

complexity into account. 

4. Exercising informed independent thought and critical judgment. 

 

Teaching Methods 

This course is taught through one combined lecture/seminar every week:  

 

 Thursdays, 16.10-18.00, LG.06, David Hume Tower. 
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Assessment 

Students will be assessed by: 

 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit: 

Do not exceed 
the word limit 
or penalties 

will be applied 

Weighting Submission date 
Return of 
feedback 

Short essay 

500 words max 
(excluding 

bibliography) & 
5 images 

30% 
*12 noon, 
24/10/16 

10/11/16 

Case study 
3500 words 

max 
70% 

*12 noon, 
14/12/16 

9/1/17 

 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here. 
 
*All coursework is due at 12 noon on the date of submission 

 

Short Essay: ‘Energy and Development in 50 Things’ 

 
a) Deadline: 24/10/2016 
b) Details: photo essay about an energy technology or infrastructure, to be 

displayed in a class organised pop up exhibition in week 10.  
c) Word count: 500 words + 5 images  
d) Marks and Feedback will be returned online via ELMA by 10/11/2016. 
e) Nb. Formal guidance will be given for how to prepare strong contributions which 

should have (not included in the word count) a list of at least 5 academic 
references in the bibliography. 

 

Energising Development: Real World Case Study 

 
a) Deadline: 14/12/2016 
b) Details: How does fuel and electricity underpin social and economic change in 

the Global South?’ Address this question in reference to a detailed example. 
c) World count: 3,500 words 
d) Marks and Feedback will be returned online via ELMA by 09/01/2017 
e) NB: Formal guidance will be given for how to prepare a strong piece of writing 

which should have (not included in the word count) a list of at least 20 academic 
references in the bibliography.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

The short essay will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
 

 Development and coherence of arguments 

 Use of supporting evidence, including evidence of ethnographic observation  

 Demonstration of an advanced and critical understanding of relevant key 
debates examined on the course, including reference to at least three articles on 
the reading list 

 Degree of reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence 

 Drawing together major arguments by way of conclusion in relation to the 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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assignment 

 Formal presentation of report: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 
and style; layout and visual presentation. 

 
Please refer to the assessment and submission procedure information which you will 
find in Appendix 2. 
 

Marking 

Essays will be marked by your tutor. The course organiser, assisted by the other 

course lecturers, will second-read a sample of essays from each tutorial group to 

ensure equal marking standards across tutorial groups. The take-home exam will be 

marked by a team of lecturers and tutors who have taught on the course. Feedback 

will be provided on the take-home paper. 

 

Referencing and Bibliography 

References and bibliography should follow the author-date system. For example, in 

the body of an essay: 

 

 Single author’s quotation or idea referred to: (Smith 1989: 213) 

 Two authors, more than one page: (Johnson & Margolin 1990: 245-247) 

 Several authors: (Kennedy et al 1994: 156) 

 Citation of another author’s work in a secondary text: (Baxter 1982 cited in 

Comaroff 1988: 16) 

 

In your bibliography follow these guidelines: 

 

For a book by one author: 

Smith, J. G. 1989 The Anthropologist as Apprentice: Lessons from the Field, 

London: Vertigo Press. 

 

For two authors, a chapter in a book: 

Johnson, M. & P. Margolin 1990 'Children at risk' In The Problems of Children on 

the Streets in Brazil (ed) J Butterfield. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 

 

For a journal article 

Simpson, B. 1994 'Bringing the "unclear" family into focus: divorce and 

remarriage in contemporary Britain' Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 

29: 831-851. 

 

Long quotations (more than 4 lines) should be indented with no quotation marks; 

shorter quotations should be incorporated in the main text with single quotation marks. 

Author’s name, etc., should appear at end of quote before the full stop. 

 

For more information on the format of citations and bibliographic entries see: 

http://www.citethemrightonline.com/#  

 

Attendance 

Attendance and participation in the lectures and discussion are essential for 

developing an understanding of the topics.  

 

http://www.citethemrightonline.com/
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Communications 

You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We 

shall also use email to communicate with you, e.g., to assign readings for the second 

hour of each class. All students are provided with email addresses on the university 

system, if you are not sure of your address, which is based on your matric number, 

check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal.  

 

This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 

that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as yahoo or hotmail; it is therefore 

essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 

 

If you have any problems, they should be taken first of all to your tutor. The easiest 

time to see your tutor is just before or after a tutorial. Tutors can be contacted via email. 

 

More serious personal problems are best dealt with by your Personal Tutor or Student 

Support Officer, who will let us know, for example, if you have been ill or, for some 

other serious reason, unable to keep up with the work for part of the course. 

 

Administrative problems to do with the course can usually be dealt with by the course 

secretary or your tutor, but you may if necessary consult the Course Organiser, Dr 

Jamie Cross (Jamie.Cross@ed.ac.uk), e.g. about problems to do with tutorial teaching. 

 

There are various avenues for you to provide us with feedback about the course: 

 

 At the end of each section, some tutorial time will be given over to feedback 

sessions on various aspects of the course, and the tutors will pass on your 

comments to the course organiser. 

 We will ask each tutorial group to elect a tutorial representative. Some of the 

tutorial reps will become the class representatives (their names and contact 

addresses will be posted on the Empires Learn page) serving on the Staff-

Student Liaison Committee. The Staff-Student Liaison Committee meets to 

discuss students’ ideas about the teaching of the course. Make sure you know 

who your own tutorial group representative is. 

 At the end of the course, we ask all students to fill in a questionnaire about the 

various lecture blocks and other aspects of the course. We do hope you will take 

note of what you like and dislike as the course progresses, and that you then 

take the time to share your experience with us. We do our best to include your 

constructive suggestions into the program for subsequent years. 

 
Please check Learn regularly for announcements. 

 

Readings 

There are no key books assigned for this course. Each week will introduce you to a 
new set of readings that relate to that week’s lectures. 
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Lecture Summary 

 

Week Date Theme Activity 

1 22.09.2016 
Electricity and 
Development 

The Solar Business 

2 29.09.2016 
Sustainable Development 
Goals and Energy 
Governance 

SDGs Debate/Energy Data 
for All 

3 06.10.2016 
Energy, Justice and 
Inequality 

After the Apocalypse 

4 13.10.2016 
Power, Modernity and the 
Grid 

Electric Things 

5 20.10.2016 Electric Life Research Planning Exercise 

6 27.10.2016 
Energy and Extractive 
Geopolitics in the Global 
South 

Oil Life: Wikipedia Entries 

7 03.11.2016 
Hydroelectric 
Infrastructures 

Pico Hydro Design 

8 10.11.2016 The Wind Revolution Turbine Design 

9 17.11.2016 Capitalising on the Sun Solar Scorecard 

10 24.11.2016 
Green Capitalism and 
Energy Futures 

Essay Outlines  

11 
28.11-

02.12.2016 
Reading Week – No Lecture/Seminar 

Course Lectures and Readings 

 
Week 1: Electricity and Development 
 
Overview 
This week offers an introduction to the course. How has the relationship between 
electricity and development come to be defined? How is the politics of energy in the 
global south being transformed against the background of climate change? And what 
kinds of perspectives do the social and political sciences offer a critical engagement? 
 
Activity 
The Solar Business. 
 
Seminar Readings 
Gupta, Akhil. "An Anthropology of Electricity from the Global South." Cultural 

Anthropology 30, no. 4 (2015): 555–568.  
Winther, Tanja, Wilhite, Harold. "Tentacles of Modernity: Why Electricity Needs 

Anthropology." Cultural Anthropology 30, no. 4 (2015): 569–577.  
 
 
Week 2: Sustainable Development Goals and Energy Governance 
 
Overview 
What do the sustainable development goals on energy mean and how might critical 
scholars approach them? 
 
Activity 
SDGs Debate/Energy Data for All.  
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Seminar Readings 
World Bank and the International Energy Agency (2015) Se4all Global Tracking 

Framework, Chapter 1: Introduction & Chapter 2: Energy Access 
 
And at least one of the following 
Bazilian, Morgan, Smita Nakhooda, and Thijs Van de Graaf. "Energy governance and 

poverty." Energy Research & Social Science 1 (2014): 217-225. 
Huber, M. (2015). Theorizing Energy Geographies. Geography Compass, 9(6), 327-

338. 
Boyer, D. (2014). Energopower: An Introduction. Anthropological Quarterly, 87(2), 

309-333. 
 
 
Week 3: Energy, Justice and Inequality 
 
Overview 
This week we examine the relationship between energy, justice and inequality, 
exploring the distinction between procedural and distributive justice in the context of 
energy transitions in the global south. 
 
Activity 
After the Apocalypse. 
 
Seminar Readings 
Bickerstaff, K., Walker, G. P., & Bulkeley, H. (Eds.). (2013). Introduction to Energy 

Justice in a Changing Climate: Social equity and low-carbon energy. Zed Books. 
 
And at least one of the following 
Bouzarovski, S., & Petrova, S. (2015). A global perspective on domestic energy 

deprivation: Overcoming the energy poverty–fuel poverty binary. Energy 
Research & Social Science, 10, 31–40 

Sikor, T., & Newell, P. (2014). Globalizing environmental justice? Geoforum, 54, 151–
157.  

Newell, P., & Mulvaney, D. (2013). The Political Economy of the Just Transition. 
Geographical Journal.  

 
 
Week 4: Power, Modernity and the Grid 
 
Overview 
The extension of centrally managed electricity grids has become synonymous with 
development, modernity and markets. What does the grid mean and how has the 
expansion of the grid in the global south been shaped by neoliberal policies and 
programmes? 
 
Activity 
Electric Things. 
 
Seminar Readings: two chapters from the following books 
MacDonald, David A., ed. 2009 Electric Capitalism: Re-colonising Africa on the Power 

Grid. Cape Town: HSRC Press. 
Kale, Sunila S. 2014 Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development. 

Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press. 
 
 

http://www.culanth.org/articles/788-anthropology-electric#bck_cuanBoyer_bib016
http://www.culanth.org/articles/790-an-anthropology-of-electricity-from-the-global#bck_cuanGupta_bib006
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Week 5: Electric Life 
 
Overview 
How does access to electricity transform people’s lives? And what kind of change is 
assumed by policies and programmes aimed at increasing access to energy in the 
global south?  
 
How does everyday life change when electricity becomes available to a group of 
people for the first time? Why do some groups tend to embrace this icon of 
development while other groups actively fight against it? 
 
Seminar Activity 
Research Planning Exercise. 
 
Seminar Readings 
Winther, Tanja. 2013. The impact of electricity: Development, desires and dilemmas. 

Berghahn Book, Chapter 4: Electrifying Uroa  
Winther, Tanja. 2013. The impact of electricity: Development, desires and dilemmas. 

Berghahn Book, Chapter 7 Uroa by Night 
 
 
Week 6: Energy and Extractive Geopolitics in the Global South 
 
Overview 
This week we remind ourselves that the politics of energy in the global south over the 
20th century has been shaped by the extractive geopolitics of oil. What is the legacy of 
oil in sub Saharan Africa, Latin America and the Middle East?  
 
Activity 
Oil Life: Wikipedia Entries.  
 
Seminar Readings 
Appel, H., Mason, A., & Watts, M. (Eds.). (2015). Introduction in Subterranean Estates: 

Life Worlds of Oil and Gas. Cornell University Press. 
 
And at least one of the following 
Chapter 7. Crude Contamination: Law, Science, and Indeterminacy in Ecuador and 

Beyond, Suzanna Sawyer 
Chapter 12. Offshore Work: Infrastructure and Hydrocarbon Capitalism in Equatorial 

Guinea, Hannah Appel 
Chapter 17. Reserves, Secrecy, and the Science of Oil Prognostication in Southern 

Arabia, Mandana E. Limbert 
 
 
Week 7: Hydroelectric Infrastructures 
 
Overview 
This week examines the social and material politics of low carbon energy transitions 
through a focus on hydro-electricity in South East Asia and Latin America. 
 
Activity 
Pico Hydro Design. 
 
Seminar Readings: choose from two of the following  
Smits, Mattijs 2015 Southeast Asian Energy Transitions: Between Modernity and 

Sustainability. Ashgate, Chapter 4: The Case for Local Energy Trajectories 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Southeast-Asian-Energy-Transitions-Sustainability/dp/1472448758/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430313868&sr=8-1&keywords=Mattijs+Smits
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Southeast-Asian-Energy-Transitions-Sustainability/dp/1472448758/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430313868&sr=8-1&keywords=Mattijs+Smits
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Smits, M., & Bush, S. R. (2010). A light left in the dark: The practice and politics of 
pico-hydropower in the Lao PDR. Energy Policy, 38(1), 116-127. 

Folch, Christine. "The Cause of All Paraguayans? Defining and Defending 
Hydroelectric Sovereignty." The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean 
Anthropology 20.2 (2015): 242-263. 

Folch, C. (2013). Surveillance and State Violence in Stroessner's Paraguay: Itaipú 
Hydroelectric Dam, Archive of Terror. American Anthropologist, 115(1), 44-57. 

 
 
Week 8: The Wind Revolution 
 
Overview 
This week we examine the social and material politics of wind energy through a focus 
on Mexico. 
 
Activity 
Turbine Design. 
 
Key Readings 
Howe, Cymene, and Dominic Boyer. "Aeolian politics." Distinktion: Scandinavian 

Journal of Social Theory 16.1 (2015): 31-48. 
Howe, Cymene. "Anthropocenic Ecoauthority: The Winds of Oaxaca." Anthropological 

Quarterly 87.2 (2014): 381-404. 
 
 
Week 9: Capitalising on the Sun 
 
Overview 
This week examines the social and material politics of low carbon energy transitions 
through a focus on solar power.  
 
Activity 
Solar Scorecard Teardown. 
 
Seminar Readings 
Cross, J. (2013). The 100th object: Solar lighting technology and humanitarian good. 

Journal of Material Culture. 
 
And at least one of the following 
Jacobson, Arne 2007 “Connective Power: Solar Electrification and Social Change in 

Kenya.” World Development 35, no. 1: 144–62.  
Ulsrud, K., Winther, T., Palit, D., Rohracher, H., & Sandgren, J. (2011). The Solar 

Transitions research on solar mini-grids in India: Learning from local cases of 
innovative socio-technical systems. Energy for Sustainable Development, 15(3), 
293–303.  

Rignall, K. E. (2015). Solar power, state power, and the politics of energy transition in 
pre-Saharan Morocco. Environment and Planning A 

 
 
Week 10: Green Capitalism and Energy Futures 
 
Overview 
This week closes the course with a focus on the politics of biofuels in sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia. To what extent does the drive for low carbon solutions in the 
global north reshaping energy economies in the global south? 
 

http://www.culanth.org/articles/790-an-anthropology-of-electricity-from-the-global#bck_cuanGupta_bib005
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Activity 
Essay Outlines.  
 
Seminar Readings 
Borras, S. M. (2010). The politics of biofuels, land and agrarian change: editors’ 

introduction. The Journal of Peasant Studies, 37(4), 575–592.  
 
And at least one of the following 
Wilkinson, J., & Herrera, S. (2010). Biofuels in Brazil: debates and impacts. Journal of 

Peasant Studies, 37(917868284), 749–768.  
Vermeulen, S., & Cotula, L. (2010). Over the heads of local people: consultation, 

consent, and recompense in large-scale land deals for biofuels projects in Africa. 
Journal of Peasant Studies, 37(4), 899–916.  

Baka, J. (2014). What wastelands? A critique of biofuel policy discourse in South India. 
Geoforum, 54, 315–323. 

 
 
Week 11: Reading Week – No Lectures 
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Appendix 1: General Information 

 

Students with Disabilities 

The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities (including those with specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as 
accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you 
may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, 
or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support 
Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service  
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 

The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, email 
iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

Discussing Sensitive Topics  

The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this course handbook 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course organiser and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 

External Examiner 

The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: TBC. 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
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Appendix 2: Course Work Submission and Penalties 

 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them 

There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
 
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 

 Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission System (ELMA) 
that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong format, incorrect document, 
no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be applied to students work. 
 

 Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks will be 
deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a maximum of seven 
calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero will be recorded.  There is no 
grace period for lateness and penalties begin to apply immediately following the 
deadline. 
 

 Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted for each 
additional 20 words over the limit.  
 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word count. 
Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, you 
should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth and that this 
will be reflected in your mark. 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 

Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

Extensions: New policy applicable for years 1-4 

From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    
 
If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the guidance 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be able to access 
the online extension request form through our webpages. 
 

 Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 

 Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 
coursework deadline. 

 If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 
should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for Special 
Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should also 
contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them aware 
of your situation. 

 If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

 If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you potential 
for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension request for this 
to be taken into account. 

 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 

Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism 
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 

In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
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