
1 

 

University of Edinburgh 
School of Social & Political Science 

Social Anthropology 
2016 – 2017 

 
Fundamentals: Ethnographic Theory 

SCAN08008 
Semester 1, Year 2 

 

Key Information 
Course Organiser Dr. Tom Boylston 
 Email: Tom.boylston@ed.ac.uk   
 Room no. 5.03 
 Chrystal MacMillan Building, 15A George Square 
 Guidance & Feedback Hours: Wednesdays 11.00 – 13.00 
  
Location Tuesidays 16.10 – 18.00 
 Lecture Theatre 2, 7 Bristo Square 
  
Tutor TBC 
 Email: @ 
  
Course Secretary Lauren Ayre 
 Email: Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk 
 Undergraduate Teaching Office 
  
Assessment 
Deadlines 

• Introductory Argument – 19th October 2016, 12 noon 
• Presentation/Written assignment – 9th November, 12 

noon 
 
 
 

Course Rationale 
This course introduces students to some of the writing and presentation skills that are 
the basis of good ethnographic and theoretical work. It is designed to run alongside 
the core course Social Anthropology 2A, particularly in helping students to develop 
their essays and discuss their work. Students will learn how to incorporate and respond 
to the works of others in their writing, and to understand their essays as interventions 
in a wider conversation. The course focuses on developing writing and presentation 
skills for an anthropology degree and beyond. 
 
Please note that the first fundamentals session takes place in Week 2. 
  

mailto:Tom.boylston@ed.ac.uk
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Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course you will have a clear understanding of the relationship 
between ethnography and theory in anthropology and the ways in which 
anthropologists structure this relationship in their texts and other outputs. You will know 
how to research and develop definitions for key anthropological terms, be confident 
developing positive as well as negative critiques of anthropological texts, and will have 
a knowledge of and be able to critically evaluate the wide variety of evidence which 
anthropologists use to develop and support their arguments.. 
 

Teaching Methods 
The course meets once a week for a 2 hour session: Tuesdays 16.10 – 18.00 in 
Lecture Theatre 2, 7 Bristo Square.  

Assessment 
There are no grades for this course, but assessments need to be completed in order 
to pass. Assessments are as follows: 
 

1. In 500 words or less, write an introduction to a piece of writing that makes an 
argument. (The piece itself can be imaginary or to be written in the future – it’s 
just an exercise in setting up an argument and explaining why your reader 
should care). Time will be made available in class to work on this and to discuss 
titles. Due Wednessday Week 5 (October 19). 

 
2. EITHER make a short presentation on a topic of your choice, with up to five 

slides (to be delivered during class in week 8, November 8) 
OR 

Write a 500 word description of an everyday object that allows us to see it in a 
new light. Due Wednesday November 9 – time will be given in class for 
discussing and writing the assignment. 

 
 

Communication and Feedback 
Please remember to check your University email regularly as this is what we will use 
to communicate with you.  
Feedback will be given during session both from tutors and peers. If you wish more 
personalised feedback please visit Tom Boylston, course convenor, during Guidance 
and Feedback hours listed on the Cover page. 
 
Please check Learn regularly for announcements and individual messages. 
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Writing Guides 
You may find the following guides on style and essay writing useful: 

 
Strunk, W.  & White, E. B. 1999 [1959]. The Elements of Style (Fourth Edition). Allyn 
& Bacon.  (A perennial classic – it’s American-style, rather than British, and you 
shouldn’t take it as gospel. But it’s a short, engaging read and costs next to nothing 
online). 
 
Guardian and Observer Style Guide - https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-
observer-style-guide-a (A useful online reference) 
 
Turley, R. M.2016.  Writing Essays: A Guide for Students in English and the 
Humanities. Routledge. (More literature than anthropology, but a very useful guide on 
essay-writing). 
 
  

https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-observer-style-guide-a
https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-observer-style-guide-a
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Course Outline 
 
Week Two (September 27): Joining the Conversation - How to Begin 
 
What do we write for? Why should anyone read what we write? In this class we will 
discuss the idea of writing as taking part in a conversation – one that began before 
we came along, and will keep going after we have gone. So what do we have to add 
to the conversation. On a technical level, we will look at ways to begin a piece of 
writing in a way that convinces others that we have something to say. 
 
We will make use of the following book, which I highly recommend:  
 
Graff, G. & Birkenstein, C. 2006. They Say/I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic 
Writing. W.W. Norton & Co. 
 
 
 
Week Three (October 4): Writing Clinic 
 
Students are invited to bring essay drafts that they are working on, and to think about 
how they (and all of us) could improve our writing. 
 
 
 
Week Four (October 11): Sentences 
 
Badly-constructed sentences make for bad writing. This session will go to the roots of 
writing to discuss how we can make our prose more dynamic, our thoughts clearer, 
and our readers less confused. 
 
 
 
Week Five (October 18): Making an Argument 
 
Theory proceeds by the making, testing, and rejecting of arguments. This session will 
continue the discussion of writing as entering a conversation, with an increased focus 
on how to develop theoretical arguments that make sense. 
 
 
 
Week Six (October 25): Feedback and Discussion  
This session will give the instructors a chance to give feedback on student 
assignments, and provide an opportunity to discuss our writing generally, and how 
we hope to turn student essays into real-life writing. 
  
  
 
Week Seven (November 1): Presentations, or, Postcards from Powerpoint Hell 
 
What makes a good presentation? How best to use images and your voice to get 
your ideas across? Are we doomed to look at bad slides for eternity? This session 
offers tips for making good presentations, and discussion of when and why we might 
want to use them in presenting our theoretical and ethnographic work. 
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Week 8 (November 8): Presentation Practice 
 
This session gives students a chance to practice their presentation skills, with friendly 
feedback from the instructors. 
 
 
 
Week 9 (November 15): Writing for Life 
 
Where do we want to go with our writing? How can we use the skills we have 
(hopefully) developed in the future? This session will wrap up the course and offer 
some final tips for good writing and presenting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



7 

 

 
 

Appendix 1 – General Information 
 

Students with Disabilities 
 
The School welcomes students with disabilities (including those with specific learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as accessible as 
possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you may require 
adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, or any other 
aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support Officer or 
Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service 
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 
The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, 
email iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

 

Discussing Sensitive Topics 
The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
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Appendix 2 - Course Work Submission and Penalties 

 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them. 
 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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• Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission 
System (ELMA) that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong 
format, incorrect document, no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be 
applied to students work. 
 

• Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks 
will be deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a 
maximum of seven calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero 
will be recorded.  There is no grace period for lateness and penalties begin to 
apply immediately following the deadline. 
 

• Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted 
for each additional 20 words over the limit.  
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word 
count. Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, 
you should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth 
and that this will be reflected in your mark. 

 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 
 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

 

Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1 -4 
 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    

If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the 
guidance on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be 
able to access the online extension request form through our webpages. 

• Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
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• Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 
coursework deadline. 

• If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 
should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for 
Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should 
also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them 
aware of your situation. 

• If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

• If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you 
potential for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension 
request for this to be taken into account. 

 
 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 
Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism  
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 
In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 
 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
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