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Welcome to the School of Social and Political 
Science! 

All of our documents about how to sign up to your course choices can also be viewed electronically 

through our website, which you can access at https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-

studies/choosing-your-courses  

 

This document is designed to help you choose your subjects for your first academic year.  

A normal year load is 120 credits (most commonly six 20-credit courses) and your courses should be 

distributed evenly between Semester 1 and Semester 2. The first two years of study are known as ‘pre-

Honours’ years and allow you to gain experience and practice, and to take a number of outside courses. 

The Honours years are more specialised and your final degree classification will be based upon work done 

in these years. Once you establish what your compulsory core courses are, and when they run, you will be 

able to make your optional course selections.  

 
When choosing your outside courses you should consider the following questions and points: 
 
• What subjects interest me?  
• Is there something I have always fancied studying? 
• Do the course classes’ days and times fit my timetable?  
• Am I qualified to take these courses? (These mainly apply to language courses but there are 

beginners’ classes in most) 
• Does this course give me some flexibility to switch to another degree, to continue with it in Year 2?  
 
There is a lot of choice, so take your time to look through the different course options available to you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses
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Selecting your Courses using our Degree 
Programme Table (DRPS) 

We recommend using DRPS to view the course options for your degree programme.  You can access DRPS 

at http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm and view our guidance on how to use DRPS at 

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/Selecting%20your%20outside%20courses%20y1%

20202122.pdf  

Using the information on DRPS, complete the online pre-selection form. You will be asked to provide at 

least 4 optional course choices for each semester. To add a course to the online form you will need the full 

Course name and the Course Code, so make sure you take a note of these.  

When choosing your courses be sure to check that you meet any pre-requesits for the course and that the   

Course Level is SCQF Level 8 or Level 7.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/Selecting%20your%20outside%20courses%20y1%20202122.pdf
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/Selecting%20your%20outside%20courses%20y1%20202122.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q. What if I am taking a joint degree in the School of Social and Political Science (SPS) but am based in 

another School? 

A. If your home School is outwith SPS then you should contact your own Undergraduate Office to find out 

what the course registration process is.  Your home School is responsible for registering you for all courses, 

including those from SPS, and you do not need to complete the SPS course selection form.   

 

Q. What if I want to take a course that clashes with my compulsory course? 

A. Some lectures in SPS will be pre-recorded, meaning you may be able to access them online and can 

create your own schedule to view them. However this is not the case for all courses. If your course has an 

in-person or online live lecture, you should make every effort to attend as these may not always be 

recorded and uploaded for viewing later. 

If your compulsory course has in-person or online live lectures that clash with an optional course that also 

has in-person or online live lectures, you will need to find an alternative optional course that will not clash 

with your compulsory course. 

Guidance on how lectures/seminars are delivered will be found in your course handbook and on the course 

Learn Page. 

 

Q. What if my first choice of course is full? 

A. Many courses operate quota systems and will not allow students to enrol once that quota is met.  You 

are asked on the form to list several options of courses, in order of preference, in case this happens.  Make 

sure you complete and return your form as promptly as possible, as most courses will operate on a first-

come, first-served basis. 

 

Q. What if I want to take a course that I do not meet the pre-requisites for? 

A. Some courses have pre-requisites in place to ensure that students are able to undertake and understand 

the work that will be involved to complete the course (i.e. some foreign language courses).  If you do not 

meet the pre-requisites then the course will be unsuitable for you to take.  If you do not meet the pre-

requisites as they are described (i.e. for some language courses a pass at Higher or equivalent is required), 

but feel you meet them in another way (i.e. you are fluent in a language but have never studied it 

officially), then it may be possible for you to be considered for entry to the course.  If you are unsure or 

would like further advice, contact the Undergraduate Office in the School that owns the course.  Please 

note that meeting the pre-requisites for a course does not guarantee you entry. 
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Q. What if I want to take a course that is not listed as one of the options for my degree? 

A. Taking courses outside those required and permitted by the Degree Programme Regulations for your 

degree requires the special permission of your Head of Subject and the Head of the Subject offering the 

selected option.   
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Q. What if I don't know what to take? 

A. If you would like advice on what subjects would complement your degree programme, please contact 

your Personal Tutor (PT).  Looking at the joint-degree options for your subject can also give you an idea of 

what optional courses would go well with your compulsory ones. 

 

Q. What if I change my mind after I have submitted my form? 

A.  You are able to change your course enrolments up until the end of Week 2 in Semester 1 and can do 

this by completing our course change request form at: 

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses/course-change-

request  

 

Q. What if I want to take more credits in one semester than the other? 

A. You are required to take 120 credits in any given year.  Credits are indicative of work load, every 10 

credits is equivalent to 100 hours of study.  An even split between semesters of 60:60 credits is 

recommended.  

For students going into Year 1 it is not possible to take more credits in one semester than the other, 

except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

Q. What if I want to take extra credits? 

A. You are required to take 120 credits in any given year.  Credits are indicative of work load and expected 

study time for a course and the quota is in place to ensure you are able to manage the work you are taking 

on.  

In Year 1 it is not normally possible to take extra credits, but this can be arranged with your PT in certain 

circumstances.  Please email your Student Support Officer or PT to discuss this if it is something you are 

considering. 

If you have any questions that are not answered here, or if there is something you don't understand or 

would like more information about, you can contact us at sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk.  

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses/course-change-request
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/your-studies/choosing-your-courses/course-change-request
mailto:sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk

