
Guidelines for the Social Anthropology Junior Year Abroad 
 
The International Office run two schemes (International Exchange and Erasmus 
Exchange) that allow students to broaden their experience by studying abroad in 
Junior Honours. If you have chosen to do this, we hope that you will have a productive 
and exciting year, and return to Edinburgh invigorated by your experiences. Before 
you go, please read these guidelines carefully. 
 
The Exchange Coordinator for the Junior Year Abroad is: Dr Maya Mayblin:  
Email: maya.mayblin@ed.ac.uk  
 
Whilst on your year abroad, you are expected to be working more independently on 
your dissertation proposal than would have been the case had you chosen to remain 
in Edinburgh. 
 

This text is highly recommended because it reflects closely the contents of the course 
Imagining Anthropological Research: Konopinski, N. (ed.) 2013.Doing Anthropological 
Research: A Practical Guide. Abingdon, New York: Routledge. 
 
 
1. In order to proceed to Senior Honours, you are required to pass the courses that 

you study whilst abroad. 
 
2. Whilst you are abroad, you are required to take courses that are broadly 

comparable to the compulsory courses that you would have taken in Junior 
Honours in Edinburgh. Please keep the Exchange Coordinator (Dr Maya 
Mayblin) and your Personal Tutor informed of your course choices whilst abroad 
and report any difficulties in finding equivalent courses immediately so that 
you can be properly advised of the appropriate course of action. 

 
3. You are expected to ‘meet’ with your Personal Tutor in Edinburgh once a month 

– ideally by phone or by skype – to keep them up-to-date with your progress. 
 
4. The credits that you obtain whilst abroad will not go towards the final degree 

class that you are awarded in Edinburgh. Your degree class will be awarded on 
the basis of the grades received for your dissertation and the other courses that 
you take in Senior Honours. 

 
5. You must begin preparation for your dissertation whilst abroad. This 

involves: 
 

a) Following the Edinburgh course Imagining Anthropological Research 

online. You will have access to the course handbook and lecture slides on 
Learn. This will give you some information about how to prepare for your 
dissertation research, but we also advise you to seek out appropriate 
research methods courses whilst abroad to supplement this. 

b) Reading the dissertation handbook (available on the 
website:http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/subject_and_programme_spe
cific_information/social_anthropology/honours)  
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c) Submitting a short dissertation proposal by 12 noon on the 16th October 
2015 if you intend to carry out research overseas. For more information see 
the dissertation handbook, and the reading list for Imagining 

Anthropological Research. 
d) Submitting a full research proposal by 12 noon on 15th January 2016. 
e) Contacting your dissertation supervisor in Edinburgh before the end of 

Semester Two, and discussing with your plans with them by email or skype. 
 
6. Students on joint honours programmes who do not hand in a full research 

proposal by the due date will not be permitted to do their dissertation in Social 
Anthropology. 

 
7. You are strongly encouraged, although not required, to undertake fieldwork for 

your dissertation in the country that you are visiting for your Junior Year Abroad. 
 

8. You can expect the following support from us whilst preparing for your 
dissertation: 

 
a) Access to the course materials for Imagining Anthropological Research on 

Learn.  
b) Extensive comments on your full research proposal, and an indicative mark 

(although this does will go towards your final dissertation mark). 
c) Notification of your dissertation supervisor in Edinburgh during Semester 

Two. 
d) One or two “meetings” with your supervisor by email, phone or skype before 

the beginning of the summer vacations. 


