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1. Introduction 

1.1. The MSc in Comparative Public Policy 

In a world with increasing international movement of people, globalised economic 
trade, international co-operation, but also conflict, the developing of an advanced 
understanding of the similarities and differences of public and social policies across 
national systems is gaining great importance. This MSc programme provides intense 
analytical training in systematic comparison of public and social policies throughout 
the world, as well as the possibility to acquire substantive knowledge in various 
policy fields from an international perspective. 

More specifically, the programme aims: 

 To provide an introduction to methods and theories of comparative analysis 
and knowledge of the different forms and purposes of comparison in 
comparative policy related research. 

 To provide students with an understanding of the political, economic and social 
contexts of policy making. 

 To equip students with the skills required to research and analyse policy 
decisions and outcomes within and between countries in a wide range of policy 
areas. 

 To foster an educational setting where students from diverse backgrounds 
engage in mutually beneficial discussion and debate, learning from a variety of 
different standpoints and experience. 

 To enable students to develop the knowledge and skills that support 
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a  qualification relevant to social and public policy research 
and progression to higher level academic study or professional work. 

 

1.2. This handbook 

The Handbook provides a guide for students on the MSc in Comparative Public 
Policy. You will find further detailed information in the Graduate School of Social 
and Political Science Taught MSc Student Handbook. 

Please read both carefully and retain them for reference throughout the year. 

The handbook supersedes neither University Regulations, formal requirements for 
each degree set out in the University's Postgraduate Study Programme, nor the 
Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every 
effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook 
was correct at the time of printing, but the handbook does not form part of any 
contract between the University and a student. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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1.3. Key contacts 
 

Your Programme Director Dr Niccolo Durazzi 

Lecturer in Political Economy of Social Policy 
School of Social and Political Science 
niccolo.durazzi@ed.ac.uk 

Guidance Feedback Hours: 
Semester 1: Tuesdays 09.00-11.00, CMB 3.22 
Semester 2: By email appointment 

Your Course Administrator Jack Smith 
 
School of Social and Political Science  
Graduate School Office 
Room 1.19, Chrystal Macmillan Building 

pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk  

 

Your Student Support Officer Emma Lawson 

 

School of Social and Political Science 

Room G.05, Chrystal Macmillan Building 

pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

  

General enquiries about graduate school matters can also be made to the general 
Graduate School email: gradschool.sps@ed.ac.uk 

 

Your Programme Director Dr Niccolo Durazzi is a Lecturer in Political Economy of Social 

Policy and is the Programme Director (PD) for the MSc in Comparative Public Policy. 

The PD is responsible for the running of the MSc in Comparative Public Policy, including 

coordination of teaching, examination and assessment, programme evaluation and 

curriculum development. The PD is charged with facilitating your progress through the 

degree including initial induction, course choices and transition to the dissertation stage. 

The PD is Personal Tutor to all students on the programme and oversees the organisation 

and allocation of supervisors when students progress to the dissertation stage. 

Induction Meeting: Wednesday 11th September 2019, Medical School Teviot – G.03, 

Seminar Room – Doorway 6, 10am – 11.30am. 

The Programme Director (Personal Tutor) will be available to meet individually with 

students during Welcome Week.  After the start of teaching, meetings with your 

Programme Director (PD) take place during office hours or can be arranged in advance by 

contacting the PD by email. 

 

mailto:niccolo.durazzi@ed.ac.uk
mailto:pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
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2. Programme structure 

2.1. Full-time and part-time variants of the programme 

The MSc in Comparative Public Policy can be studied in full-time and part-time 
variants: 

 

 
Full-time Part-time 

Duration 12 months 24 months 

Courses Six courses over two terms Six courses over four terms 

Dissertation April to August Throughout second year 

 

2.2. Taught course structure and options 

The programme involves successful completion of six taught courses and then a 
dissertation. The range of taught courses can be found in Path, 
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/  but students must take two core courses and a minimum 
of two specialist courses. 

Compulsory core courses: 

Political Issues in Public Policy (Semester 1) 

Comparative Analysis of Social and Public Policy (Semester 2) 

At least two out of the following four (the third and fourth may also be taken as 

options):  

European Social Policy (Semester 1) 

Economic Issues in Public Policy (Semester 1)  

Global and International Social Policy (Semester 2) 

Global Politics of Public Health (Semester 2) 

 

https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/
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Remaining courses are to be selected from pre-approved optional courses or you may select 
other courses within the school with permission of your Programme Director1 (see below). 
Please note that some courses run as 10 credit options so please double check to ensure you 
select the appropriate courses to take the correct number of credits.   

 

3. Teaching and learning approach 

Teaching and learning in the MSc in builds upon prior successful undergraduate and/or 

professional experience in a field relevant to policy analysis or policy practice.   

The main form of teaching is the tutorial, with strong emphasis on discussion, debate and 

exchange of ideas between teachers and students.  This demands a strong commitment to 

independent reading and reflection by students prior to attendance at seminars.  

Workloads for different courses may vary: assume that you will spend an average of ten hours 

a week on each of your taught courses, reading and reflecting on that reading.  In addition, 

you will need to set aside further time for the completion of assignments. An important skill 

expected of MSc students is the capacity to manage workloads and deadlines effectively.   

The overall workload at the dissertation stage is roughly equivalent to that of three taught 

courses.  Full-time students should allow for a 40 hour week between April and August.  Part-

time students should assume half this load over a commensurately longer period.   

 

4. Assessment 

Guidance on assessment policies in the School of Social and Political Science, including rules 

on lateness penalties and the University’s Postgraduate Common Marking Scheme, can be 

found in the MSc Taught Student Handbook 2019-20. 

4.1. Deadlines 
For coursework deadlines, please consultant the relevant course handbooks. 

 

5. The dissertation 

A separate dissertation handbook will be provided in due course. General information and 

School rules and regulations relating to dissertations can be found online at 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students/dissertations  

A dissertation workshop will be held either towards the end of Semester one or the beginning 

of semester two. The Programme Director will contact you with details in due course. This 

                                                            
1 With the agreement of the Programme Director students may be able to select from other courses offered 
within the School or, exceptionally, elsewhere in the University. Please note that places on courses within SPS 
(including those listed above) are subject to availability, while some listed optional courses may be withdrawn 
in cases of insufficient student demand. Details of optional courses can be found on the DTP 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmsccompp1f.htm 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students/dissertations
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmsccompp1f.htm


7  

workshop will go over the dissertation process and timeline and give you an opportunity to 

ask questions about researching and writing an extended paper.   

 

6. Employment and further study 

The University careers service (Third Floor, Main Library Building, 
http://www.careers.ed.ac.uk/) acts as a general source of advice and support on the next 
steps after your degree.  Recent graduates in Comparative Public Policy have found work in 
public, private and third sector and others have gone on to undertake doctoral study at 
universities within the UK and elsewhere. If you are interested in the possibility of pursuing 
doctoral study in an area that is close to the research interests of a staff member of the Social 
Policy group or the broader School of Social and Political Science, it is worth raising this with 
the person at an early opportunity. Deadlines for most doctoral scholarship applications are 
in the spring, and these awards are highly competitive. If however you have had sufficient 
time to work with a potential supervisor in putting together a proposal, then you will have a 
better chance of obtaining funding. In addition, good grades in semester 1 coursework at MSc 
level will normally be needed to have a realistic chance of scholarship success. 

 

7. Some policy relevant media sources  

Radio 4 is the UK’s main radio station for analysis and comment (www.bbc.co.uk/radio4) on 
political and policy relevant issues. Also worth a listen is Thinking Allowed, a weekly show 
with a social research focus, drawing on the work of current researchers in the UK and 
internationally. Radio Scotland also has a range of news and current affairs programmes 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/radioscotland/programmes/news/).   

The Radio 4 Analysis podcast offers an accessible, informative in depth analysis of policy 
topics and ideas and The RSA (Royal Society of Arts) Events podcast often provides an in depth 
exploration of relevant policy issues and ideas by a range of contemporary leading public 
intellectuals.  

In terms of television broadcasts, Newsnight (BBC2, weeknights, 2230) and the Channel 4 
News (weeknights, 1900) give relatively in depth coverage of current affairs and have 
websites on which some content can be accessed.  
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