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If you require this document or any of the internal 
University Of Edinburgh online resources mentioned in 
this document in an alternative format please contact 
Maria Brichs

 Email: PGTaught.sps@ed.ac.uk

 Phone: +44 (0) 131 651 3205

It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself with the 
contents of this handbook and refer to it throughout the 
course of the academic year.

It should be read together with the Online Learning 
Student Handbook, which provides information about 
rules and procedures for all online learning taught MSc 
programmes in the School of Social and Political Science.
Policies and procedures described in this handbook may 
be subject to change. Any changes will be communicated 
to students via email.

This handbook does not supersede University 
Regulations, the formal requirements for each degree as 
set out in the University’s Degree Regulations and 
Programmes of Study and the Taught Assessment 
Regulations, or the Terms and Conditions of Admission 
set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. 

Every effort has been made to ensure that the 
information given here was correct at the time of 
writing, but this handbook does not form part of any 
contract between the University and student. 

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS

DISCLAIMER
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Welcome to the Global Health Policy Unit (GHPU) in the School of Social 
and Political Science.

We are looking forward to welcoming you onto your programme. The Unit, 
from where the online (OL) MSc is delivered, is an internationally 
recognised hub for global health expertise within the University of 
Edinburgh and plays host to a vibrant community of staff, researchers and 
postgraduate students.

The MSc Global Health Policy OL draws on the long-standing reputation of 
GPHU as a world-leading research centre and builds on the University of 
Edinburgh’s cross-disciplinary excellence in social policy and international 
development. For more information on the Unit please visit our website. 
The programme team is looking forward to working with you over the next 
few years; we hope you enjoy your studies, and finish them with a wider 
and richer sense of the field of global health.

In the first instance, your main source of information and guidance will be 
this Handbook, and your main point of contact will be the Programme 
Director, Dr Mark Hellowell. 

Introduction and welcome
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This Handbook is a guide for students on the online (OL) Master of Science 
(MSc) in Global Health Policy. You should familiarise yourself with it before 
starting your studies. 

It is one of three ‘levels’ of Handbook that will help you to navigate your 
studies. You are not expected to read the others in detail immediately but 
you should make a note of where you can access them for future 
reference. The below gives an indication of which Handbook can help with 
the various kinds of information and guidance that you might need.  

• The School Handbook (School of Social and Political Sciences Online 
Learning Student Handbook): The School is responsible for the provision 
of MSc degrees and is the administrative home for all postgraduates 
from the School’s subject areas and centres. This Handbook introduces 
the School, your points of contact there and the systems, regulations 
and processes which apply to all programmes and courses. 

• The Programme Handbook (that’s this one!): This contains all of the 
information that is specific to your particular programme of study. It 
introduces the Global Health Policy Unit, which will deliver your 
programme, your teaching and support team, your programme 
structure, and the approach to teaching, learning and assessment on the 
programme.  

• The Course Handbooks: You will have access to a Handbook for each of 
the courses that you enrol on. These outline the course content 
(lectures, reading lists etc.) and assessment tasks, staff contact details 
and relevant deadlines. There is a separate Handbook for the MSc 
dissertation, which you will also have access to. These will all be made 
available on the relevant course Learn pages.

Another key source of information for students on the OL MSc will be the 
SSPS Online Learning Hub. The Hub contains a vast array of information 
common to all OL students, including the Getting Started guide, 
instructions and assistance with using the library, setting up your online 
course tools, contributing to online discussions, contacting your student 
representatives and understanding the assessment regulations. All 
students on the OL MSc will have access to the Hub when they commence 
their studies and will find it listed in their Learn pages.

The role of the Handbook and 
the SSPS Online Learning Hub
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Welcome week and programme 
induction

The Getting Started Guide is aimed 
at all new online learning students 
(UK, EU and international) and 
provides guidance on a range of 
necessary actions such as 
completing the process of 
registration, welcome events and 
technology preparation. 

Students should familiarise 
themselves with the guide, together 
with this handbook, before the 
beginning of the programme in 
September. The Getting Started 
Guide is available on the SSPS 
Online Learning Hub, and via a link 
on the GHPU OL MSc Learn page. 

In addition, we have an MSc Global 
Health Policy programme induction 
on Learn for all students on the 
programme, including first, second 
and third year students. This is a 
good place to start to get to know 
your peers, the staff team and 
students from other years. 

We expect new students to join the 
induction before the start of the 
teaching period – this will help you 
become familiar with the University, 
the programme staff and the virtual 
learning environment, Learn. 

The induction includes a welcome 
from the Programme Director, an 
opportunity to meet the GHPU 
online learning team, areas for 
discussion and resources to help 
you find your way around University 
services, such as the library, training 
courses and materials, etc. 
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GHPU is a unique, cross-disciplinary team of researchers and lecturers who 
are committed to addressing the major global health policy challenges 
facing countries of all income-levels. Our world-leading research and 
expertise allows us to offer practical solutions for decision-makers at all 
levels of governance, and collaborate with international actors such as the 
World Bank, World Health Organization, governments and other research 
and advocacy organisations globally. GHPU is also a leader in global health 
and health policy education and training, providing a range of on-campus 
and online programmes that attract the highest calibre of students from 
every region of the world.

The GHPU is a team of 9 colleagues working across a range of global health 
topics. You can view the profiles of individual staff members on the GHPU 
website (and in your course handbooks) but your main points on contact 
will be the Programme Director, Dr Mark Hellowell, and the Graduate 
School Office. 
 
The Programme Director is responsible for the smooth running of the 
programme, including responsibility for the admissions to the programme, 
the coordination of teaching inputs, assessments, programme evaluation 
and curriculum development. The Programme Director and your Personal 
Tutor are there to facilitate your orientation and smooth progression 
through the degree, from initial induction to subsequent course choice, 
and the transition into the dissertation stage and successful completion of 
the degree.

The Programme Director is also available as a first line of pastoral support. 
An academic member of staff, either the Programme Director or one of the 
Course Organisers, is designated as the Personal Tutor for each student at 
the start of the programme. If you are doing a dissertation in Year 3, a 
supervisor suitable for your chosen dissertation topic will be allocated.

The Programme Director
Dr Mark Hellowell
Email: mark.hellowell@ed.ac.uk
Telephone: 0044 (0) 131 6511330

Programme Administration
Maria Brichs, 
Graduate School Office
Email: PGTaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 
Telephone: 0044 (0) 131 651 3205

The Global Health Policy Unit
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Programme aims and outcomes

This OL MSc will allow students to 
analyse contemporary issues and 
developments in global health 
policy, offering a distinctive inter-
disciplinary approach to the eclectic 
and rapidly growing field of global 
health. It will offer innovative 
research-led teaching via online 
learning, enabling students to draw 
on academic expertise from across 
public health, political science, social 
policy, economics, medicine, 
epidemiology, geography and 
anthropology. 

This programme will enable 
students to examine the extent of 
inequalities in health, to explore the 
underlying determinants of health 
and health inequalities, and to 
consider policy responses to health 
inequalities. 

The programme makes a distinctive 
contribution to postgraduate 
training in global health, 
incorporating a strong focus on 
policy studies and a critical analysis 
of emerging forms of global health 
governance. 

The programme will provide 
students with an understanding of 
the significance of the impacts of 
globalisation on health and policy, 
and equip them with the skills and 
knowledge base to undertake roles 
in public health research, policy and 
advocacy in this new context. 

The OL MSc is designed to 
complement existing provision of 
postgraduate teaching within SPS, 
particularly MSc programmes 
offered by GHPU, and to emerging 
online learning initiatives across the 
university, notably via the MSc 
Global Challenges.
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• to enable students to analyse and evaluate key issues confronting public 
health and health policy in order to respond to the challenge of reducing 
inequalities in global health;

• to enable students to examine the extent of inequalities in health, to 
explore the underlying determinants of health and health inequalities, 
and to consider policy responses to health inequalities;

• to provide students with an understanding of the significance of the 
impacts of globalisation on health and policy;

• to equip students with the skills and knowledge base to undertake roles 
in public health research, policy and advocacy in this new context;

• to equip students with an advanced understanding of theoretical and 
methodological debates in the study of global health policy;

• to equip students with high-quality skills in the synthesis of information 
and the analysis and presentation of argument, orally and in writing;

• to equip students with the knowledge and skills needed for progression 
to relevant professional work or to higher level academic study;

• to enable students to analyse and evaluate alternative explanations of 
policy and practice in global health policy;

• to enable students to develop specialist expertise in particular areas of 
interest within global health; and

• to enable students to undertake independent research.

The Programme aims
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Programme outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding
By the end of the programme all 
students would be expected: 

• to know and understand the core 
concepts of health, public health 
and global health;

• know and understand theories 
concerning the determinants of 
health and the causes of health 
inequalities within and between 
populations;

• know and understand theories of 
the state and non-state actors 
and organisations relevant to 
health and health governance;

• to understand and apply a 
conceptual framework for 
analysing the policy process;

• to know and understand policy 
approaches to addressing health 
and reducing health inequalities.

Intellectual Skills
By the end of the programme, all 
students would be able:

• to appraise theories regarding 
determinants of population 
health and health inequalities;

• to analyse the objectives, 
strategies and impact of key 
actors in health policy and global 
health;

• to critically assess the role of key 
institutions, organisations and 
partnerships in global health 
governance.

Practical/Transferable Skills
By the end of the programme, all 
students would be expected to be 
able:

• to critically interpret population 
health data;

• to critically evaluate health policy;
• to access websites and utilise 

library resources in an effective 
way;

• to present and communicate 
information and ideas orally and 
in writing.
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The OL MSc in Global Health Policy is delivered through online learning and 
organised around 180 credits worth of courses. Students generally take 60 
credits in each of the three years, which must include the compulsory 
course, and at least one of the two core elective courses. Remaining credits 
should be made up from elective courses in other parts of the School 
(details of these are available here). In the final year, the full 60 credits are 
generally taken up with the dissertation project. 

The compulsory course on the MSc Global Health Policy OL is Public Health 
and Health Policy (20 credits). 

ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK

The School Handbook and the SSPS Online Learning Hub contain all the 
information that you will need about assessment criteria, submissions, 
receiving feedback and how extensions are granted in the School. All 
extension requests must use the School process. You are welcome to 
discuss any issues affecting your studies with your Programme Director/
Personal Tutor prior to submission. However, all extension request 
decisions for Graduate School programmes are made by the Graduate 
School Office, and any informal advice from any other member of staff 
does not equate to a final decision. 

Feedback can be given to students on essay ideas if requested with 
sufficient time in advance. There may be some overlap in the issues that 
you focus on in the various courses, so you should pay careful attention to 
the topics you select. It is important that you do not duplicate your work.

Programme structure and 
courses

10 / Master of Science Global Health Policy (online)

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/ptmscglobh4p.htm


Teaching and learning approach

The MSc in Global Health Policy will 
provide an interdisciplinary 
introduction to global health 
challenges. The programme is 
designed to equip people already 
working in global health or people 
wishing to work in global health with 
the tools, knowledge and skills to 
engage with complex problems 
related to relationships between 
politics, economics, society, and 
health. The programme will capture 
and draw upon expertise from 
within GHPU and beyond to ensure 
that students are able to take a 
nuanced view of ongoing debates in 
global health, future challenges and 
past and contemporary 
interventions, and apply themselves 
in engaging with possible solutions.

The courses which make up the 
programme are delivered using a 
combination of recorded lectures, 
set readings, writing exercises and a 
range of supplementary activities 
and resources. You will also have 
access to seminars and resources 
from the wider University. For 
example, the University of 
Edinburgh has a “Global Challenges 
Lecture Series,” with videos 
available at the following link: http://
www.ocw.ed.ac.uk/lectures/index.
html. Students will be notified of 
other events and seminars through 
Learn during the delivery of the 
programme.
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You can expect that the teaching staff will visit the online learning 
environment, Learn, regularly between the working hours of Monday to 
Friday and they will be on hand to answer your questions. The emphasis in 
the teaching approach is to promote discussion between participants 
therefore you can often receive an open-ended answer rather than a 
simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response when asking a specific question. Our policy is 
that the majority of questions will be answered or responded to on the 
discussion board rather than via email, as it is our experience that other 
students are likely to have similar questions and everyone will benefit from 
the response. Obviously this does not include any issues of a more 
personal nature – if you are having any personal or academic difficulties 
please contact the Course Organiser or contact your Personal Tutor.
To the best of our abilities we will keep you informed of any disruptions 
that may affect your studies; such as delays in the release of course 
materials, staff holidays, Learn downtime and service interruptions. When 
you contact us you can expect a response to an email within 3 working 
days during term time.

You can expect us to monitor your progress and present your work to the 
programme Board of Examiners meeting in January, August and October 
each year. Following this meeting the final marks and progression decisions 
will be available on your student record on EUCLID.

The programme team are here to support you in your learning and your 
academic development throughout your time on the programme. If you 
are facing difficulties that are affecting your studies, whether these are 
related to academic, health or personal matters, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch with a member of the team for help or advice. 

What you can expect from us
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Useful information

These links refer to documents 
mentioned in this programme and 
are collected in one place for ease of 
access.

http://edin.ac/2yU8CA0 Online Learning Student Handbook

https://edin.ac/2yRRmvj University Regulations,

https://edin.ac/1TSYUEy Degree Regulations and Programmes of 
Study

http://edin.ac/2PmPTDo Taught Assessment Regulations

https://edin.ac/2yPc4vQ Postgraduate Prospectus.

https://ghpu.sps.ed.ac.uk GHPU Website

https://edin.ac/2OP9wZB SSPS Online learning hub

https://edin.ac/2OPLhdA Student Online Getting Started Guide

https://edin.ac/2ORynMf Degree Programme Timetable - Elective 
and mandatory course options

https://edin.ac/2OPMCkC Global Challenges Lecture Series
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