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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Function of this Handbook 

This Handbook is a guide for students on the MSc/Diploma in International Political 
Theory. It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of 
Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the Graduate School 
Taught MSc Student Handbook, which includes (but is not limited to) information 
relating to: Assessment Regulations; Degree classification and requirements for the 
award; Submission and return of coursework; deadlines, extensions and penalties; 
academic misconduct (including plagiarism); academic appeals; student complaints 
procedure; special circumstances; dignity and respect; safety and security; and 
facilities in the School.  

NOTE: This handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal 
requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study 
Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission 
set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the 
information contained in this handbook was correct at the time of distribution, but the 
handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and any student. 

2. PROGRAMME AIMS AND STRUCTURE 

The MSc IPT seeks to equip students with the intellectual skills to analyse 
contemporary international affairs from a philosophically-informed perspective, with 
a particular focus on their ethical and critical dimensions. Specifically, the programme 
trains students to apply the methods and intellectual resource of political theory to 
contexts within and beyond that of the modern nation-state, and to assess critically 
how existing transnational institutions meet, or fail to meet, appropriate normative 
standards. 

Teaching is based on lectures and seminars. An important part of learning takes place 
through individual reading and reflection, which then feed into group discussions, 
presentations and individual interventions. Students are therefore expected to read 
extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars, and to participate fully in class. 
From the outset, students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an 
advanced, truly postgraduate level – with full use of library, effective note taking, 
critical analysis, class participation and writing.  

The full-time MSc programme is taken over 12 months of full-time study (September 
to August). The part-time MSc programme lasts for 24 months. Candidates for both 
MSc and Diploma (see below) are normally required to take the two compulsory 
courses and four further elective courses of their choice. Courses normally consist of 2 
class-contact hours per week where regular attendance is expected and necessary for 
good progress. MSc students are required to pass the coursework (minimum 50%) 
before undertaking a dissertation between April and August.  

In the full-time programme, students are expected to take 60 course credits per 
semester (equalling three 20-credit courses each semester). In the part-time 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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programme, these requirements are spread out over 4 semesters. Students are 
encouraged to discuss an effective structure of their part-time study with the 
Programme Director before deciding how many courses to do in each semester of their 
part-time study. 

For programme details and up-to date course information, see the Degree Programme 
Table (DPT):  

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm (full-time)  

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1p.htm  (part-time) 

 

Students who successfully complete 120 course-based credits (6 courses) progress to 
the dissertation stage.  

Students prepare a dissertation, to be submitted by 12 Noon, 13th August 2020. This 
deadline is set by the School and extensions would only be granted in exceptional 
circumstances.  

By the start of semester 2, students will be invited to propose a provisional topic for 
their dissertation. All students have to discuss their dissertation ideas with the 
Programme Director, who will make sure that the proposed topic is within the remit 
of the programme. By mid-April, students will be assigned a dissertation supervisor, 
i.e. a member of staff that guides them through the process and provides academic and 
methodological advice. Formal supervision then starts at the end of April when 
students begin to work on their agreed topic. Note that there is no formal supervision 
during the month of August and that staff (including supervisors) might also not be 
available for selected weeks between May and July. 

Although the dissertation supervisor will be the primary point of contact for 
discussions about methodological issues and academic requirements as well as 
technicalities of submission etc., students are also encouraged to seek contact with 
other members of staff that they think might be able to advise on a specific area of their 
expertise. The dissertation is supposed to constitute a piece of individual and 
independent research, which is why students themselves are primarily responsible for 
identifying and obtaining sources and for designing and carrying out their research. 

The programme aims to: 

 provide students with advanced knowledge and understanding of the field of 
international political theory; 

 develop skills of close critical reading, and the ability to synthesise information 
from diverse sources; 

 cultivate skills of written, oral and visual presentation; 

 enable students to pursue research on particular areas of interest within the 
broader field of study; 

 enable students to undertake independent research, and 

 provide a programme of study informed by a rich and active research culture. 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1p.htm
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2.1. The Compulsory Courses 

All students taking the MSc in International Political Theory are required to take the 
following courses: 

Semester 1: Political Theory and International Affairs (PGSP11111), organized by 
Tim Hayward. 

Mondays, 14:10-16:00 

This core course for the MSc programme examines both the potential contribution and 
the limitations of traditional arguments of political theory applied in a context where 
the nation-state is not assumed to be the sole locus of sovereignty or the ultimate 
horizon of social organisation and ethical relationships. The course addresses 
contemporary debates on such matters as: What principles should govern relations 
between nations? What about relationships that transcend national boundaries and 
allegiances? How should the global circumstances of justice be conceived? Can or 
should principles of distributive justice developed within context of a modern nation-
state (e.g. those of Rawls) be applied globally? What do we (the affluent) owe the 
global poor? Under what conditions is international trade fair? Under what conditions 
might international debt be illegitimate? Do human rights and property rights share a 
common normative foundation or do they embody opposing principles? How do 
territorial rights relate to property rights and human rights? How do imperatives 
regarding the protection of global environment bear on the more established issues of 
political theory and international relations? What does cosmopolitanism imply in 
terms of legitimacy and justice – and does it represent a continuation of or a departure 
from liberalism?  

Semester 2: Contemporary Political Theory: Engaging with Current Research 
(PGSP11448), organized by Mihaela Mihai. 

Thursdays, 11:10-13:00 

This is an innovative course on contemporary political theory that engages directly 
with cutting edge research. The course is structured around a series of seminars in 
which five prominent political theorists will be invited to present recent research. 
Students will be offered the opportunity to debate with the theorist in the class. The 
course will address the ethical dimension of urgent political issues such as war, 
migration, democracy, poverty, education and climate change and key concepts such 
as justice, freedom and equality. Students taking this course should be prepared to 
engage in theoretical reasoning and scholarly debate. From it, they will gain not only 
an understanding of the topics taught but also an insight into how political theorists 
conduct their research. 

2.2. IPT Electives 

The remaining courses (80 credits) are selected from among a range of electives. A 
specific selection of recommended electives is listed in the DPT: 

 http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm (full-time)  

 http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1p.htm  (part-time) 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/18-19/dpt/cxpgsp11111.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/18-19/dpt/cxpgsp11448.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1p.htm
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Beyond these recommended electives, students can choose up to 20 credits (one 
course) from level 11 courses in Schedules A to Q, T and W available. Numerous other 
courses are offered in the School of Social and Political Science, which might be of 
particular interest to MSc IPT students. Students need to obtain permission by the 
Programme Director and Course Organiser before signing up for any of these courses 
as well as for courses offered outside the School. See course catalogue here 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm. Any options should have 
some relevance for International Political Theory to maintain a clear focus on the core 
areas targeted by the programme. 

We hope that as many students as possible will be able to take their top choices, but 
the more popular courses may not all have spaces available, so it is wise to include one 
or two ‘reserve’ courses. Similarly, please be aware that under-subscribed courses may 
be cancelled.  

3. PROGRAMME DIRECTOR AND TEACHING STAFF 

The Programme Director is responsible for the management of MSc IPT, including 
responsibility for admission, co-ordination of teaching inputs, examinations, 
programme evaluations and curriculum development. Administrative matters are 
dealt with by Jemma Auns, pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk, in the Graduate School Office. The 
Programme Director is the Personal Tutor for all students on the Programme; when 
you progress to the dissertation stage, a supervisor suitable for your chosen 
dissertation topic will be allocated. The Programme Director is also responsible for 
students’ pastoral care (for further details, see section 7 below). 

3.1. Points of Contact 

Dr Mihaela Mihai (mihaela.mihai@ed.ac.uk) is the Programme Director and as such also 
the Personal Tutor for all MSc IPT students. Her office is room 3.21, 18 Buccleuch Place 
(access with Library Card). During semester, you are welcome to call in to see her 
without an appointment during her weekly Guidance and Feedback hours (updated 
information on days and times is at 
http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/people/academic_staff/mihaela_mihai.) Outside these 
semesters, please email her to arrange an appointment.  
On administrative matters, kindly consult Programme Secretary Gillian MacDonald in 
the Graduate School Office (pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk).  
Dr Stephen Hill (stephen.hill@ed.ac.uk) is the Dissertations Convenor, who is 
responsible for the allocation of supervisors and the oversight of the dissertation 
marking process. Further information on the dissertation will be provided at the end 
of semester 1.  

The External Examiner for the MSc International Political Theory is Dr Matt Sleat 
(Sheffield). 

Compulsory Course Teaching Staff (profiles of all members of the University’s 
academic staff can be found on the University’s web pages at 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff 

 Tim Hayward is Professor of Environmental Political Theory. His current 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/ptmscintpo1f.htm
mailto:pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:mihaela.mihai@ed.ac.uk
http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/people/academic_staff/mihaela_mihai
mailto:gillian.macdonald@ed.ac.uk
mailto:stephen.hill@ed.ac.uk
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff
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research examines the relation between human rights and global justice, with a 
particular focus on natural resource issues and the concept of ecological debt. 
He also works on the philosophy of rights. 

 Mihaela Mihai is Senior Lecturer in Political Theory. Her current research is 
located within the broad area of critical theory. It focuses on systemic complicity 
with political violence and the role of art in problematising it. She is the 
Principal Investigator of an European Research Council Starting Grant entitled: 
Illuminating the Greyzone: Addressing Complex Complicity in Human Rights 
Violations. 

4. LEARNING AND RESOURCES 

4.1.  Course Seminars  

Learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, and through seminars 
often involving group discussion initiated by student presentations. Students are 
therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars as 
well as to participate fully in discussions of material. From the outset students must 
cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced level – using library 
sources fully and proactively, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing. 

4.2.  Library  

The Main Library building is in George Square, but there are other library sites you 
may need to use – for example the Law and Europa Libraries at Old College. Full 
details of library sites, opening hours, catalogue, and electronic databases can be found 
at www.lib.ed.ac.uk. You can renew books online, and can ‘recall’ books on loan to 
other users (but must request a recall in person at the circulation desk). 

4.3.  Political Theory Research Group 

The political theorists (staff as well as PhD students and postdoctoral researchers) hold 
a weekly meeting, which you should try to attend on a regular basis. The research 
seminar takes place on Wednesdays from 15:00–16:30, and sometimes continues 
informally in a local café or pub thereafter. It provides a forum for staff and students 
alike to present work-in-progress, or for us to invite theorists whose work we are 
interested in discussing. Attendance is not obligatory for students on the MSc IPT, but 
this would be an excellent opportunity for you to engage with ongoing research. To 
be added to the mailing list in order to get the programme and details of venues, please 
email Mihaela Mihai, the Programme Director. 

5. PASTORAL SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE  

The Programme Director is available as a first line of support and advice for any 
scholarly or personal issues that may arise whilst you are on the Programme. It is your 
responsibility to inform the Programme Director immediately of any problems which 
are interfering with your coursework or progress through the programme, including 

http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/greyzone/home
http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/greyzone/home
http://www.lib.ed.ac.uk/
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any religious or medical requirements that might affect your participation in any 
aspects of the Programme. 

Where problems cannot be resolved at a lower level, you are invited to contact the 
Deputy Director of the Graduate School for Taught Programmes. Their contact details 
are to be found in ‘The Graduate School Taught Masters Handbook. The University has a 
Disability Office (https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service) and a Student 
Counselling Service (https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-counselling). 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-counselling
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