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THIS BOOKLET CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT IF REQUIRED 

 
1  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Graduate School of Social and Political Science 
 
This handbook has been published by the Graduate School of Social and Political Science, the 
postgraduate division of the School of Social and Political Science.  The Graduate School 
provides research training in the social sciences for students from across the University, and 
is the administrative home for all postgraduate students from the School’s constituent subject 
areas and Centres (African Studies; Canadian Studies; Politics & International Relations; 
Science, Technology & Innovation Studies; Social Anthropology; Social Policy; Sociology; 
South Asian Studies).  The Graduate School of Social and Political Science is located on the 1st 
floor of the Chrystal Macmillan Building in George Square. It includes a computer lab, study 
space and common room facilities for postgraduate students in the School of Social and 
Political Science. 
 
 
1.2 Role of this Handbook 
 
This Handbook is a guide for students on the MSc/Diploma in Nationalism Studies. It will help 
you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, 
and in conjunction with the Graduate School’s Taught MSc Student Handbook 
2019/20. 
 
 
2         PROGRAMME AIMS AND STRUCTURE 
 
The MSc/Diploma in Nationalism Studies is essentially and consciously interdisciplinary, 
designed to give students a broad view of nationalism and its historical and contemporary 
significance.  Accordingly, the degree has two inter-disciplinary compulsory courses, 
accompanied by a range of supporting elective courses drawn from several subjects and 
disciplines. The wide range of available courses, taught by staff from a number of different 
subject areas and disciplinary backgrounds, enables students to construct a plan of studies to 
reflect their particular interests. The programme promotes open-minded and rigorous inquiry 
into the nature, causes and controversies of nationalism. 
 
A University of Edinburgh MSc comprises 180 credits, composed of 120 credits of taught 
courses, plus a Dissertation or placement-based dissertation report worth 60 credits. Most 
SSPS courses are a standard 20 credits, but some are of a different length. Normally, full-time 
MSc students take 60 credits in each semester. In exceptional circumstances, and with the 
Programme Director’s agreement, it may be possible to change this weighting (allowing 
students to take e.g. 40 credits in one semester and 80 in another). 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_studentshttp:/www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_studentshttp:/www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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The courses range from those, such as the compulsory courses, which offer a general overview 
of theorists and theories of nationalism, and of comparative and case-study approaches to the 
study of nationalism, to those concerned with more substantive examinations of nationalism 
in particular regional, institutional and social contexts. 
 
The programme aims to: 
 

• provide students with advanced knowledge and understanding of theories of 
nationalism, and their application to the real world, 

• develop skills of close critical reading, and the ability to synthesise information 
from diverse sources, 

• cultivate skills of written, oral and visual presentation, 
• enable students to pursue research on particular areas of interest within the 

broader field of nationalism studies, 
• enable students to undertake independent research, and 
• provide a programme of study informed by a rich and active research culture. 

 
Assessment in each course is by an essay of 4,000 words (or equivalent coursework).  
Satisfactory completion of six courses qualifies students to receive the Diploma in Nationalism 
Studies. Those going on to the MSc degree prepare a dissertation of not more than 15,000 
words on a topic agreed with the programme director. The date for submission dissertation 
can be found on the Graduate School Taught MSc Student Handbook 2019/2020. 
 
2.1 Full-Time and Part-time Study 
 
The MSc in Nationalism Studies can be studied either full-time or part-time: 
 

• Full-time 
 
The full-time programme takes 12 months, with six taught courses (including the two 
compulsory courses) completed in the autumn and spring semesters and the 
dissertation completed between April and August. 
 

• Part-time 
 

The part-time programme takes 24 months.  In the autumn and spring semesters of 
the first year, students take the two compulsory courses and either one or two elective 
courses and in the summer begin to think about the subject of their dissertation.  In the 
autumn and spring semesters of the second year they take the remaining two or three 
taught courses and work on their dissertation. 
 

 
2.2  The Courses 
 
Students take a total of six courses (see the time-tables at the end of this section). All 
students are required to take both compulsory courses. 
 
Attendance at classes is a requirement for all courses. Assignments will not be accepted from 
students who have enrolled on a course but have not regularly attended classes without 
providing good reason. If you encounter difficult circumstances that limit your attendance, 
please contact the Programme Director as soon as possible. 
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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The Compulsory Courses 
 
All students taking the MSc/Diploma in Nationalism Studies are required to take the following 
two courses, which run in the Autumn and Spring semesters respectively: 
 

Theories and Theorists in Nationalism Studies  
 
Convenors: James Kennedy and Michael Rosie  
 
Semester 1 (Autumn): Thursdays, 11.10-13.00 
 
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to major theories and theorists of 
nationalism. It does this in two ways.  First, by examining some of the theoretical 
answers that have been given to basic questions in the study of nationalism—what is 
nationalism? When and where does it emerge? Who generates nationalism and how? 
Can it be normatively justified?  Second, by looking in depth at the approaches of some 
of the key figures in the study of nationalism (e.g. Ernest Gellner, Anthony D. Smith, 
Benedict Anderson), and why they have been influential.  
 
Assessment: one 4,000 word essay. 

    
Comparative Perspectives in Nationalism Studies  
 
Convenors: Gëzim Krasniqi and Michael Rosie  
 
Semester 2 (Spring): Thursdays, 11.10-13.00 
 
 
The focus in this part of the Core Course is on how nationalism is studied. The first part 
involves lectures and discussions on methodological approaches to studying 
nationalism, such as case studies, comparative frameworks, and typologies.  Thereafter 
key research themes are explored, such as: national identity, independence 
movements, stateless nations, ethnic nationalism and conflict, nationalism’s 
relationships to the state, religion and post-colonialism (exact topics may vary from 
year to year).   The lectures are accompanied by student led seminars that will explore 
key debates and cases that illustrate key issues. 
 
Assessment: one 4,000 words essay. 

 
 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11144.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11145.htm
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Elective Courses 
 
The four remaining courses are normally selected from the full list of graduate courses offered 
in the Graduate School of Social and Political Science which can be found here: 
 http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/drps_sps.htm 
 
 
You may choose one course from outwith the Graduate School without seeking permission. 
The full list is here: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/drpsindex.htm 
 
If you find more than one course from outwith the Graduate School that you think is highly 
relevant to your studies please consult the Programme Directors as soon as possible. We 
generally look sympathetically on such cases. 
 
It is worth drawing your attention to two elective courses, run from within the programme and 
which offer further depth and scope on issues central to the study of nationalism: 
 
 

Nations and Nationalism  
 
Convenors: Michael Rosie and Gëzim Krasniqi 
 
Semester 1 (Autumn): Tuesdays. 11.10-13.00 
 
This postgraduate course examines major modes of explaining nationalism, and to 
relate nationalism to key analytical themes. The weekly seminar topics are expressly 
aimed at intensive student-led discussion of debates and literature under the following 
broad headings: Modernity versus Ethnicity; Ethnic, Civic and Civil Nationalism; 
Language, Religion, Class and Gender; Regulating Nationalism, and Globalization.  
 
Assessment: one 4,000 word essay. 

 
 

Ethnopolitical Conflict 
 
Convenor: Gëzim Krasniqi 
 
Semester 2 (Spring): Fridays. 11.10-13.00 
 
Using an interdisciplinary approach, this course analyses the causes and 
consequences of ethnopolitical conflict and examines the means by which states 
and international organisations seek to eliminate or manage conflict. The 
course examines specific themes, including: theories and approaches to 
ethnicity and ethnopolitical conflict; politicisation of ethnic difference; 
ethnicity, race and religion; ethnic difference and conflict; ethnic cleansing and 
genocide; conflict management and conflict resolution; diversity management 
and power-sharing; third party intervention, migration, and multicultural 
citizenship. Students are expected to apply these theories and concepts to past 
and present cases of conflict. The cases will be drawn from across the world. 
 
Assessment: one 4,000 word essay. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/drps_sps.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/drpsindex.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11146.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxscil11036.htm
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2.3 Working Papers 

We are proud to showcase the very best of our students' 
dissertation work in our series of Working Papers in 
Nationalism Studies. Each working paper is an unedited 
version of a dissertation submitted by one of our students as 
part of their normal degree programme and which we 
believe deserves a wider audience. You'll find the working 
papers here: 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/prospective/taught_masters/h_n/msc_nationalism_st
udies/working_papers_in_nationalism_studies  

For further information on the series please contact the Working Papers editor, Dr Michael 
Rosie at m.j.rosie@ed.ac.uk  

 

 

2.4 ASEN Edinburgh 
 

In 2017 the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Nationalism launched its first (and currently only) ‘Regional 
Branch’: ASEN Edinburgh. ASEN Edinburgh is centred 
around, but goes beyond, the staff and students on the 
Nationalism Studies programme. There will be several 
academic events run by the Branch during the year – in which 
you are very welcome to become involved – and all students on 
the programme will receive a paid-up student membership of 
ASEN for the calendar year 2020 (details on the benefits of 
membership can be found here).  
 
ASEN Edinburgh also runs a Nationalism Studies web 
platform which you may wish to contribute to. We hope to fully 
include our students in the activities of this important scholarly 

network both locally and at its annual conference.  
 
For more information on nationalism-related activities and events follow us on Twitter  
@NationalismED.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/prospective/taught_masters/h_n/msc_nationalism_studies/working_papers_in_nationalism_studies
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/prospective/taught_masters/h_n/msc_nationalism_studies/working_papers_in_nationalism_studies
mailto:m.j.rosie@ed.ac.uk
https://asen.ac.uk/
https://asen.ac.uk/
https://asen.ac.uk/shop/membership/membership/
https://nationalism-studies.sps.ed.ac.uk/
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Please note that the ASEN 2020 Conference will be held in Edinburgh, so there will 
be ample opportunities to become involved. 
 
 
3         PROGRAMME DIRECTORS AND TEACHING STAFF 
 
The Programme Director is responsible for the smooth running of the MSc in Nationalism 
Studies, including admission, co-ordination of teaching inputs, examinations, programme 
evaluations and curriculum development. The Programme Director will facilitate your 
orientation and smooth progression through the degree, from initial induction, to course 
choices and the transition into the dissertation stage and to successful completion. The 
Programme Deputy-Director is the personal tutor for all students on the Programme and 
is responsible for students’ pastoral care (for further details, see section 7 below). A supervisor 
suitable for your chosen dissertation topic will be allocated in the autumn semester. 
 
The Programme Director for the MSc in Nationalism Studies is Gëzim Krasniqi and the 
Deputy Director is Michael Rosie.  Both hold regular office hours during teaching weeks, 
when you are free to drop in without an appointment. One or other will also routinely be 
available at the lecture theatre immediately before and after the lectures on the core courses 
when students are welcome to raise any relatively short queries and problems. Longer 
meetings, or meetings at alternative times (including by phone or by Skype), can be arranged 
as needed. 
 
During the initial Programme meeting with the Programme Director on Wednesday 11th 
September, you will be given a choice of times to meet with them to discuss your own 
preferred combination of course options for the Programme.  
 
 

http://www.sociology.ed.ac.uk/people/staff/gezim_krasniqi
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/rosie_michael
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Course Lecturers and Dissertation Supervisors    
 
 

Ross Bond is Senior Lecturer in Sociology. His research interests are 
broadly concerned with nationalism and national identity. Most recently, 
his work has explored the relationship between national identities and key 
social attributes which may influence national ‘belonging’ – in particular, 
ethnicity, ancestry, birthplace and place and period of residence. Ross has 
been a regular dissertation supervisor on the programme for many years. 
 
Recent publications include: ‘Sub-state national identities among minority 
groups in Britain: a comparative analysis of 2011 census data’, Nations 
and Nationalism, 2017; ‘Multicultural Nationalism? National identities 

among minority groups in Scotland’s census',  Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 
2017; 'National Identities and the 2014 Independence Referendum in Scotland', Sociological 
Research Online, 2015. 
 
 
Hugo Gorringe is Senior Lecturer in Sociology. His main research 
interests are the broad fields of protest politics, culture and power. His main 
work to date is on South Asian politics, caste and social movements with a 
focus on the politics of democratisation. Hugo has been a regular dissertation 
supervisor on the programme for many years. 
 
His publications include: Panthers in Parliament: Dalits, Caste and Political 
Power in South India (OUP, 2017); Gorringe et al (eds), From the Margins 
to the Mainstream: Institutionalising Minorities in South Asia (Sage, 2016); 
‘Out of the Cheris: Dalits Contesting and Creating Public Space in Tamil Nadu’, Space and 
Culture, 2016; ‘Untouchable Citizens’: The Dalit Panthers and the Democratisation of 
Tamilnadu (Sage, 2005).    
 
 
Jonathan Hearn is Professor of Political and Historical Sociology.  He 
trained as an anthropologist for his doctorate, has taught in both Politics and 
Sociology at Edinburgh. He has previously been Programme Director of 
Nationalism Studies and regularly supervises its dissertations as well as 
contributing to the Theories & Theorists course. His work focuses on 
theories of power, nationalism and national identity, the nature of liberal 
society, and Scotland.  His most recent book is Theorizing Power (Palgrave, 
2012).   
 
Nationalism focused publications include: ‘Theoretical and methodological considerations for 
the study of banal and everyday nationalism’ (with M. Antonsich), Nations and Nationalism  
2018; ‘Power, Culture, Identity and the work of Anthony Smith’, Nations and Nationalism, 
2018; Salvage Ethnography in the Financial Sector: the path to economic crisis in Scotland 
(MYUP, 2017); Rethinking Nationalism: a critical introduction (Palgrave, 2006); 'Demos 
before Democracy: Ideas of nation and society in Adam Smith’, Journal of Classical 
Sociology, 2016; 'Nationalism and Globalization: Challenging Assumptions', The SAIS Review 
of International Affairs, 2015.     
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/bond_ross
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/gorringe_hugo
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/hearn_jonathan
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James Kennedy is Senior Lecturer in Sociology. His research interests 
lie broadly in comparative/historical sociology and political sociology. His 
more particular interests lie in the sociology of nationalism, with particular 
reference to the sociological underpinnings affecting its character. He has 
recently completed research with Liliana Riga, funded by the Leverhulme 
Trust, exploring the influence of American statecraft in East Central Europe 
through the 20th century. He has previously been Programme Director of 
Nationalism Studies and regularly supervises its dissertations. He co-

convenes the Theories & Theorists course and lectures on Nations & Nationalism. 
 
His recent publications include: Liberal Nationalisms: Empire, State and Civil Society in 
Scotland and Québec (McGill-QUP, 2013); ‘A Liberal Route from Homogeneity? US 
Policymakers and the Liberalization of Ethnic Nationalists in Bosnia’s Dayton Accords’ (with 
L. Riga), Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 2013; ‘Putting Cruelty First: war crimes as human 
rights in US policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina’ (with L. Riga), Sociology, 2012; ‘Tolerant 
majorities, loyal minorities and “ethnic reversals”: constructing minority rights at Versailles 
1919’ (with L. Riga), Nations and Nationalism, 2009.    
 
 
Gëzim Krasniqi is Lecturer in Nationalism and Political Sociology. He is a political 
sociologist focusing on politics, nationalism, state-building and citizenship in South East 
Europe. His new book Albanian Nationalism(s) and Power Struggles in Kosovo: The Rise of a 
Polycentric Nation will be published by Palgrave in 2019. He is Programme Director for 
2019-20, co-convenes Comparative Perspectives and Nations & Nationalism, and 
convenes Ethnopolitical Conflict. 

Other publications include: 'Contested territories, liminal polities, performative citizenship: a 
comparative analysis,' (2018) EUI Working Paper; 'Albanian Citizenship Configurations in 
the Balkans,’ Central and Eastern European Migration Review, 2017; (with Dejan 
Stjepanović, eds.), Uneven Citizenship: Minorities and Migrants in the Post-Yugoslav Space 
(Routledge, 2015). ‘Equal Citizens, Uneven Communities: Differentiated and Hierarchical 
Citizenship in Kosovo’, Ethnopolitics, 2015; ‘“Quadratic nexus” and the process of 
democratization and state-building in Albania and Kosovo: a comparison’, Nationalities 
Papers, 2013; ‘Overlapping jurisdictions, disputed territory, unsettled state: the perplexing 
case of citizenship in Kosovo’, Citizenship Studies, 2012. 

 
David McCrone is Emeritus Professor of Sociology. His research 
interests include the sociology, politics and culture of Scotland; the sociology 
of nationalism; the sociology of Scottish heritage, and ethnicity and national 
identity. He coordinated the Leverhulme Trust’s research programmes on 
Constitutional Change and National Identity (1999-2005), and on National 
Identity, Citizenship and Social Inclusion (2006-2012). He has written 
extensively on the sociology and politics of Scotland, and the comparative 
study of nationalism. David was founding Co-Director (with Tom Nairn) of the 

Nationalism Studies programme in 1995 and contributes to Theories & Theorists and 
Comparative Perspectives. 
 
His books include: The New Sociology of Scotland (2017); Understanding National Identity 
(with Frank Bechhofer, 2015); Keating & McCrone (eds.) The Crisis of Social Democracy in 
Europe (2013); Bechhofer & McCrone, National Identity, Nationalism and Constitutional 
Change (2009); McCrone & McPherson (eds), National Days: constructing and mobilising 
national identity (2009); The Sociology of Nationalism: tomorrow's ancestors (1998). 
 
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/kennedy_james
http://www.sociology.ed.ac.uk/people/staff/gezim_krasniqi
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/mccrone_david
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Liliana Riga is Senior Lecturer in Sociology. Her research interests focus 
on race/ethnicity, class and assimilation; empires; ethnic/sectarian conflict 
and ethnic cleansing; US society and foreign policy; political sociology; 
comparative/historical sociology. Ongoing research focuses on the role of US 
diverse democracy on its nation-building policies, post-ethnic cleansing 
reconstruction (refugee/IDP integration), and the Americanization movement. 
Lilli has been a regular dissertation supervisor on the programme for many 
years. 
 
Her recent publications include: 'Ethnicity, class and the social sources of U.S. exceptionalism' 
in Schroeder (ed) Global Powers: Mann’s Anatomy of the 20th Century and Beyond (CUP, 
2016); 'Jewish Conditions, Theories of Nationalism: Cartographical Notes' (with John A. Hall) 
Nations and Nationalism, 2016; 'Ernest Gellner and the Land of the Soviets', Thesis Eleven, 
2015; The Bolsheviks and the Russian Empire (CUP, 2012). 
 
 
Michael Rosie is Senior Lecturer in Sociology and Programme Director of Nationalism 
Studies. His research combines interests in Scottish society and politics; religious identity in 
modern ‘secular’ societies; nationalism and national identities; and the politics of prejudice 
and ‘sectarianism’. He advises the Scottish Government on aspects of intra-Christian conflict 
in Scotland and is the current editor of the journal Scottish Affairs.  
Michael is the Programme co-Director and Personal Tutor for 2018-19. He co-convenes 
Theories & Theorists, Comparative Perspectives, and Nations & Nationalism 
 
His recent publications include: 'Becoming independent: political participation and youth 
transitions in the Scottish referendum' (with Maddie Breeze et al), British Journal of 
Sociology, 2017; '‘Everybody’s Scottish at the end of the day’: Nationalism and Social Justice 
Amongst Young Yes Voters' (with Maddie Breeze et al), Scottish Affairs 2015;  '"The Essence 
of the Union" …’: Unionism, Nationalism and Identity On These Disconnected Islands' (with 
Eve Hepburn), Scottish Affairs, 2015; ‘Religion and nationalism in Scotland', in Requejo and 
Nagel (eds), Politics of Religion and Nationalism (Routledge, 2014); 'A’ the Bairns o’ Adam? 
The Ethnic Boundaries of Scottish National Identity', in Jackson & Molokotos-Liederman 
(eds), Nationalism, Ethnicity and Boundaries (Routledge, 2014); 'Immigration, Nationalism 
and Political Parties in Scotland' (with Eve Hepburn), in Hepburn & Zapata-Barrero (eds), The 
Politics of Immigration in Multi-level States (Palgrave, 2014). 
 
 
4.  Teaching and Learning Approach 
 
Teaching on the programme combines seminars and lecture-based approaches.  Learning 
takes place through individual reading and reflection, and through group discussion.  Students 
are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars, and to 
participate fully.  From the outset students must cultivate the study skills required for 
scholarship at an advanced level – using library and electronic sources fully, effective note 
taking, critical analysis and writing. 
 
By the end of the programme all students would be expected to be able to: 
 

• demonstrate command of core explanatory theories of nationalism, and 
understanding of the differences and debates between them, 

• show considerable knowledge of several concrete cases of nationalism, and formulate 
rationales for fruitful comparisons between them, 

• comprehend the variability of the phenomenon and the diverse ways in which 
researchers and theorists have attempted to categorise and typologise that variability, 

• apply theoretical paradigms to particular cases or sets of cases, assessing the 
strengths and weaknesses of those theories in the process, and  

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/liliana_riga
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/sociology/rosie_michael
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• appreciate the range of disciplinary approaches, research methods, and 
methodologies that can be usefully employed in the study of nationalism. 

 
 

 
5. The Dissertation 
 
The dissertation is the element of an MSc degree which most clearly differentiates it as ‘an 
advanced course’.  It is also the point at which you progress from a structured study of courses 
to independent self-structured study.  For these reasons, it is vital that (i) you make full use of 
the experience and guidance of staff members, especially your supervisor, and (ii) you have a 
clear view of what is involved in successfully undertaking and completing your dissertation 
and plan the process carefully.  The following broad guidelines are intended to help in these 
two areas.   
 
5.1 What is a dissertation? 
 
The dissertation is an extended piece of scholarship in which you have the opportunity to 
pursue in some depth an interest on a topic (largely) of your choosing.  In it you are expected 
to demonstrate your ability to engage critically and analytically with the literature in the field, 
building upon relevant concepts and theory covered in the taught element of the degree.  
Depending on the degree, there is usually expected to be a balance of empirical and theoretical 
work.  However, students are not required to conduct primary empirical research. 
 
We will cover issues relating to the dissertation in a dedicated series of 
Dissertation Workshops which we will schedule around the timetables of 
students on the programme. 
 
The dissertation may vary in breadth of coverage.  Where this is very focused it might be 
possible to do a fairly comprehensive review of the relevant literature.  In general, however, 
you should not aim for the sort of exhaustive search expected in research degrees.  On the other 
hand, the more focused the project, the easier it is to do a good job.  In any case, the dissertation 
must have a clear focus with definable boundaries.  The subject should be chosen iteratively, 
on the basis of your own interests, what subjects staff are able to supervise, and what is feasible 
in terms of the literature and time available.  In this early planning stage, which should take 
place during the autumn semester alongside your other work, you should scan as many sources 
and talk to as many people as possible. For more details consult the Graduate School’s 
Taught MSc Student Handbook 2019-20. 
 
Exemplars of Nationalism Studies dissertations can be found in our Working Papers series. 
 
Exemplars from across the Graduate School can be found in the Dissertation Library here: 
 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/msc_by_research_students/disserta
tions/dissertation_library  
 
 
5.2 Work-Based Project Dissertation 
 
Students on the MSc in Nationalism Studies also have the opportunity to apply to undertake a 
work-based dissertation. For details consult the Graduate School website: 
 
Graduate School’s Taught MSc Student Handbook 2019-20. 
 
 
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/prospective/taught_masters/h_n/msc_nationalism_studies/working_papers_in_nationalism_studies
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/msc_by_research_students/dissertations/dissertation_library
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/msc_by_research_students/dissertations/dissertation_library
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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5.3 The Role of the Supervisor 
 
You will be teamed up with a supervisor early in the academic year (after consultation with the 
programme directors) and will work with them to think through readings, research design and 
preliminary analysis. Supervisors will be chosen because they have particular expertise in the 
field or topic chosen for the dissertation and are available to support you during the period of 
study. Supervision will run from September/October through to the end of June allowing you 
to finish writing up and submit in August. You will not normally see supervisors during 
July and August when they will be on leave or engaged in research. It is important, therefore, 
to discuss plans, outlines and drafts before the end of June. 
 
The role of the supervisor is to: 
 
(i) advise you on relevant literature 
(ii) guide you in focusing the study 
(iii) help draw up a plan and timetable for the work 
(iv) discuss and (eventually) agree on an outline for the dissertation 
(v) read and comment on drafts of some of the dissertation 
 
It is worth taking the time early on to ‘get to know one another’ and to establish a way of 
working.  You should agree sensible times for meetings throughout the dissertation period. 
 
For the supervisor relationship to work well, it must be appreciated that there are 
responsibilities on both sides.  Students have responsibilities to meet regularly and keep their 
supervisors informed of progress, and to hand material in at agreed times.  For their part 
supervisors have responsibilities to respond promptly and appropriately – by making 
constructive suggestions at the planning stage and by reading material submitted within an 
acceptable time-span (usually, within two weeks). 
 
Where necessary, the programme directors have a back-up role, and should be contacted if any 
problems emerge.  
 
 
6.  PASTORAL SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE  
 
Apart from their more strictly academic duties (see Section 3 above), Programme Directors are 
available as a first line of support and advice for any scholarly or personal issues, which may 
arise whilst you are on the Programme.  It is your responsibility to inform the Programme 
Directors immediately of any problems which are interfering with your coursework or 
progress through the programme, including any religious or medical requirements, that might 
affect your participation in any aspects of the Programme.  
 
It is the responsibility of the Programme Directors to offer assistance to students in respect of 
a variety of choices that have to be made during their studies.  In particular, this applies to the 
choice of elective courses and in the initial stages of the selection of a dissertation topic. 
 
On this programme the Deputy-Director – Michael Rosie – will act as your Personal Tutor. 
He is a first point of contact on personal or health issues which are impacting on your capacity 
to study. You can find full information on the role of Personal Tutors here: 
Graduate School’s Taught MSc Student Handbook 2019-20. 
 
 
The Student Support Officer for the MSc in Nationalism Studies is Noureen Ehsan, who is 
based in the, G 05 Chrystal Macmillan Building, (email: pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk) and 
telephone 0131 651 1532 and Course Secretary is Joe Burrell, based in Graduate School Office, 
1.19, Chrystal Macmillan Building, email: pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk and telephone: 0131 651 
3892. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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Students should note that various sources of specialist academic and pastoral support are listed 
in the Graduate School’s Taught MSc Student Handbook 2019-20. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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