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1. Introduction 

1.1. The MSc in Public Policy 

What are the factors that shape the policy decisions taken by governments at supranational, 
national and local levels? How do these decisions interact and impact on society and on the 
economy? Answering such questions effectively requires an inter-disciplinary understanding 
of the field of public policy, drawing insights especially from politics, sociology, economics 
and law. With a particular focus on the social and economic policy fields that are at the 
heart of modern welfare states, this programme offers an advanced understanding of the 
political, social, economic and legal context of policy-making and government activity in 
modern societies. The degree draws on the School of Social and Political Science’s wide, 
multi-disciplinary expertise across different fields of public policy, with a focus that ranges 
from the local to the global. 
 
The programme aims:  

 to provide an advanced understanding of political, economic and social contexts of 
policy-making across a wide range of policy-relevant areas and policy making 
contexts; 

 to equip students with the research skills required to analyse and research policy 
decisions and outcomes in a wide range of areas; 

 to offer an educational setting where students from various backgrounds learn from 
the policy experience of their own and each others’ nations; 

 to provide a recognised qualification relevant to professional work in social and 
public policy research and practice. 

1.2. The Social Policy Subject Area 

The MSc Public Policy is presented by the Social Policy subject area of the School of Social 
and Political Science. Social Policy staff have research interests in areas such as criminal 
justice, children and families, education, labour markets and the economy, social security, 
the governance of the public sector and public health policy. Students on the MSc Public 
Policy are encouraged to feel part of the social policy community, and are cordially invited 
to attend all the open seminars and events organised by the subject area. 
 
All postgraduate students are also automatically members of the wider Graduate School of 
Social and Political Science. 

1.3. This handbook 

 

The programme handbook provides a guide for students on the MSc Public Policy.  In 

particular, it provides information on the programme structure and course options.  Please 

read it carefully and retain it for reference throughout the year. 

 
This programme handbook should be read in conjunction with the generic MSc Taught 
Student Handbook 2019-2020,  
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students 
 which includes information about the Graduate School, our taught degree programmes, 
supervision and pastoral support, and facilities.  
 
The handbook supersedes neither University Regulations, formal requirements for each 
degree set out in the University's Postgraduate Study Programme, nor the Terms and 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus, 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/postgraduate/prospectus 
 
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook was 
correct at the time of printing, but the handbook does not form part of any contract 
between the University and a student. 

1.4. Key contacts 

Your Programme Directors Professor Richard Freeman 
School of Social and Political Science 
2.03, 21 George Square 
richard.freeman@ed.ac.uk 
 
Dr Markus Ketola 
School of Social and Political Science 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff 
 

Your Course Administrator  Jack Smith 
MSc Programme Secretary 
School of Social and Political Science  
Room 1.19 Chrystal Macmillan Building 
pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

 

Your Programme Administrator Emma Lawson 
Student Support Officer 
School of Social and Political Science 
Room G.05, Chrystal Macmillan Building 
pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

 
 
General enquiries about graduate school matters can also be made to the general Graduate 
School email: gradschool.sps@ed.ac.uk. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/postgraduate/prospectus
mailto:richard.freeman@ed.ac.uk
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff
mailto:pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:gradschool.sps@ed.ac.uk
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2. Programme structure 

2.1. Full-time and part-time variants of the programme 

The MSc Public Policy can be studied in full-time and part-time variants: 
 

 

2.2. Taught course structure and options 

The programme involves successful completion of six taught courses (120 credits): 
 

2 core courses (40 credits): 
Political Issues in Public Policy (S1) 
Policy in Action (S2) 
 

Up to 4 recommended options (0 to 80 credits): 
European Social Policy  
Economic Issues in Public Policy  
Education Policy  
Population Health and Health Policy  
Global and International Social Policy  
Labour Market Policy: International and Comparative Perspectives  
Public Engagement in Policymaking and Governance  
Energy Policy and Politics  
Behavioural Issues in Public Policy  

 
Up to 4 further options (0 to 80 credits): 

Research Skills in the Social Sciences: Data Collection  
Comparative Analysis of Social and Public Policy  
Evaluation Research Methods  
Core quantitative data analysis 1 and 2  
Economics for Postgraduates  
Social Determinants of Health and Public Policy  
Institutions and Policies of the European Union  
International Political Economy  
Global Environmental Politics  
Childhood and Children’s Rights  
Health Systems: Strengthening and Reform  
Social Network Analysis: Mapping and Exploring the Network Society  
Introduction to Risk, Regulation and Governance  
Regulation and Governance of the Life Sciences  
Gender and Sexuality in Global Politics  
Politics and Theories of International Development  

 
You may also choose one course (20 credits) from the wider range of Level 11 courses listed 
in Schedules A to Q, T and W, http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cx_schindex.htm 

 Full-time Part-time 
Duration 12 months 24 months 
Courses Six courses over two terms Six courses over four terms 

(normally 2, 2 ,2 ,0 or 2, 2, 1, 1) 
Dissertation April to August Throughout second year 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cx_schindex.htm
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Please note that some courses run as 10 credit options so please double check to ensure 
you select the appropriate courses to take the correct number of credits. 

2.3. Board of examiners 

The MSc Public Policy is examined by a Board of Examiners comprising the Programme 
Director, course teachers and an External Examiner. 
 
 

3. Your Programme Directors 

Programme Directors are responsible for the running of the MSc Public Policy, including 
coordination of teaching, examination and assessment, programme evaluation and 
curriculum development. Programme Directors are charged with supporting your progress 
through the degree including initial induction, course choices and transition to the 
dissertation. They serve as Personal Tutors to all students on the programme, and oversee 
the organisation and allocation of dissertation supervisors. 
 
Induction Meeting: Wednesday 11 September 2019, Medical School, Teviot – Sydney Smith 
Lecture Theatre - Doorway 1, Chrystal Macmillan Building, 1000 – 1100. 
 
Programme Directors will be available to meet individually with students during welcome 
week.  Once teaching begins, meetings with your Programme Director (PD) can be arranged 
in advance by contacting him by email. 
 

4. Teaching and learning 

The MSc in Public Policy courses include a broad range of teaching and learning methods. 
Most courses included a lecture component and a seminar discussion including interactive 
methods including student debate, individual or group presentations, and small group 
discussions. Some courses are organised through primarily web-based learning supported 
by regular workshops.  The School of Social and Political Science has its own reading room 
and computing lab for SPS students. In semester 2 creative learning week features dozens of 
opportunities for exciting workshops and events linked to problem-based learning, creating 
learning space, using film and social media. 
 
In all of these ways, teaching and learning in the MSc Public Policy builds upon your 
successful undergraduate and/or professional experience.  Each course places a strong 
emphasis on discussion, debate and exchange of ideas between teachers and students, and 
each demands a strong commitment to independent reading and reflection by students.  
 
Workloads for different courses may vary: you should assume that you will spend an 
average of ten hours a week on each of your taught courses, reading and reflecting on that 
reading. In addition, you will need to set aside further time for the completion of course 
papers and other assignments. An important skill expected of MSc students is the capacity 
to manage workloads and deadlines effectively. 
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The overall workload at the dissertation stage is roughly equivalent to that of three taught 
courses.  Full-time students should allow for a 40-hour week between April and August.  
Part-time students should assume half this load over a commensurately longer period. 
 
 

5. Assessment 

Taught courses include a variety of assessment methods, including essays and reports, 
policy briefs, but also assessed seminar presentations, book reviews and contributions to 
online discussion fora.  Feedback is provided on all written work, and most assessed 
presentations will also receive written or verbal feedback. Courses will include possibilities 
for formative assessment. The dissertation is a 15 000-word analysis of a major public policy 
decision, reform or problem.  
 
Guidance on assessment policies in the School of Social and Political Science, including rules 
on lateness penalties and the University’s Postgraduate Common Marking Scheme, can be 
found in the MSc Taught Student Handbook 2019-2020, 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students 
 
 

5.1. Deadlines 

For coursework deadlines, please consultant the relevant course handbooks. 
 
 

6. The dissertation 

General information and School rules and regulations relating to dissertations can be found 
online here.  
 
A dissertation workshop will be held either towards the end of Semester one or the 
beginning of semester two and the Programme Director will contact you with details of this 
and the dissertation handbook. This workshop will go over the dissertation process and 
timeline and give you an opportunity to ask questions about researching and writing an 
extended paper.   
 
 

7. Employment and further study 

The MSc Public Policy opens up a wide variety of career opportunities and scope for further 
study. Recent graduates have gone on to employment within government at European, 
national and sub-national local levels, as parliamentary assistants/researchers, in the health 
and education administrations, with a range of think tanks and policy consultancies and in 
the charity/voluntary sector. Others have progressed to doctoral study at the University of 
Edinburgh and other world-leading research Universities in a number of countries.  
 
The University Careers Service (Third Floor, Main Library Building), acts as a general source 
of advice and support on the next steps after your degree.  Recent graduates in Policy 
Studies have found work in public, private and third sector and others have gone on to 
undertake doctoral study at universities within the UK and elsewhere. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students/dissertations
https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers
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If you are interested in the possibility of pursuing doctoral study in an area that is close to 
the research interests of a staff member of the Social Policy group or the broader School of 
Social and Political Science, it is worth raising this with the person at an early opportunity. 
Deadlines for most doctoral scholarship applications are in the spring, and these awards are 
highly competitive. If however you have had sufficient time to work with a potential 
supervisor in putting together a proposal, then you will have a better chance of obtaining 
funding. In addition, good grades in semester 1 coursework at MSc level will normally be 
needed to have a realistic chance of scholarship success.  
 
 

8. Some policy-relevant media sources 

 
Radio 4 is the UK’s main radio station for analysis and comment.  on political and policy 
relevant issues. Also worth a listen is Thinking Allowed, a weekly show with a social research 
focus, drawing on the work of current researchers in the UK and internationally. Radio 
Scotland also has a range of news and current affairs programmes. 
 
The Radio 4 Analysis podcast offers an accessible, informative in depth analysis of policy 
topics and ideas and The RSA (Royal Society of Arts) Events podcast often provides an in-
depth exploration of topical policy debates by a range of contemporary leading public 
intellectuals.  
 
In terms of television broadcasts, Newsnight (BBC2, weeknights, 2230) and the Channel 4 
News (weeknights, 1900) give relatively in-depth coverage of current affairs and have 
websites on which some content can be accessed. 
 
There is, of course, a wealth of policy oriented news and media produced by various outlets 
and organisations within and outside of the UK and you are encouraged to read (and listen) 
widely as this will enhance your overall awareness and knowledge of contemporary political 
and policy debates and provide a useful foil to more explicit academic material. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radioscotland
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radioscotland
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