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Welcome to the Centre of African Studies 
 
 
 
 

The Centre of African Studies is an internationally recognized hub 
for Africanist research and teaching, within the prestigious School 
of Social and Political Science. 

 
We are the oldest and largest African Studies Centre in Europe, 
undertaking a broad range of cutting-edge and interdisciplinary 
research. 

 
You are an integral part of our Centre and the work that we do. We 
look forward to welcoming you into our diverse, vibrant, and 
inclusive community. 

 
 
 

Rama Salla Dieng 
Programme Director 

     @africanstudies 

 
Course administrator: Becky Guthrie 

Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 
 

 
Student Support Officer: Noureen Ehsan 

Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

mailto:Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
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Introduction 

This handbook is a guide for students on the MSc/Diploma in Africa and 
International Development. In it, we give you links to information that 
explains what is required from you on the course, and maps out the support 
and guidance available. 

 
Everyday communication between students and staff occur over email. 
Please ensure that you check your university account regularly. 

 
NB: The handbook does not supersede University Regulations nor does it form a 
part of any contract between the University and a student. 

 
Programme Aims and Objectives 

International Development is concerned with the idea of good change, but 
who decides what constitutes ‘good change’? How should such change 
happen? What unintended consequences might the pursuit of change create? 
The MSc in Africa and International Development encourages you to 
critically explore these questions, in the context of Africa. 

 
Our course offers you a unique opportunity to acquire a combination of 
interdisciplinary regional expertise with a critical knowledge of international 
development theory and practice. With this grounding, many of our students 
have gone on to work in development for charities, government agencies, 
international organisations, think tanks or advocacy groups. Our degree can 
also serve as a stepping-stone for a career in research or academia. 
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9th September: Welcome Week 

16th September: Semester One 
begins 

29 November: Semester One 
teaching ends 

21st December: Semester One 
ends 

13th January: Semester Two 
begins 

End of March: Dissertation 
Supervisors allocated 

 
3rd April: Semester Two teaching 
ends 

 
22nd May: Semester Two ends 

 

7th August: Dissertation deadline 
(12.00 noon) 

 
November: Graduation 
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Programme Structure and Requirements 

The Diploma in Africa and International Development (AID) consists of 120 
credits. Over the course of the year, you will need to pass six courses worth 
120 credits (we encourage you to take 60 credits each term). Those seeking 
an MSc in AID will need to also complete a dissertation of up to 15,000 words 
worth 60 credits. The academic standards required to progress through the 
degree can be found in the Taught Students handbook: 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students 
 

Full-time students will complete this course in one academic year, ending 
with the submission of their dissertation on 7th August 2019. Part-time 
students will complete the course in two academic years, ending with the 
submission of their dissertation in August 2020. 

 
Courses normally involve two hours of contact times per week, and are 
assessed through a mixture of written assignments and tutorial 
participation. In  this context, contact time should represent a maximum 
of 20% of your study time – students are expected to read extensively in 
preparation for all seminars and lectures, and participate fully in class 
discussions and presentations. (NB: course contact hours may vary). For 
more details, download course handouts from the Graduate School 
website: 

 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students 
/course_handbooks 

 

Attendance and participation is mandatory on these courses. If you have 
to miss a teaching session, please inform your course convener in 
advance. 

 
Upon your graduation, you can either be awarded a pass, merit, or a 
distinction. You can find the criteria for these grades on the Graduate School 
website: 

 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool
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Course Selection 

You will have made an initial course selection but you can also modify these 
choices in the first week of every term. Descriptions of the courses below 
can be found on PATH. 

 

1. Three core courses 

Our core courses provide you with the building blocks that you need to get 
the most out of this course and understand international development in 
theory and practice: 

 
• Politics and theories of international development (20 

credits: Semester One)  
 

• International development: Research Design and  Practice 
(0 credits: Semester One and Two)  

 
 

• Governance, Development and Poverty in Africa (20 credits: 
Semester Two)  

 
 
 

2. Four specialist courses of your choice 

As a graduate student we encourage you to use your choices to pursue 
your interests, and facilitate your future plans. You can find a list of 
courses on offer on the course Degree Programme Timetable: 

 
For more details on course selection, changes, and withdrawals, see the 
GTSM Handbook. 

 
We strongly recommend that at least two of these option courses are 
Africa- focused courses. Students interested in East-Central Africa are 

https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11240.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11420.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/cxpgsp11327.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/19-20/dpt/drps_sps.htm
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strongly encouraged to consider the Swahili 1A and 1B language 
training. 
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Dissertation 

Dissertations are an exciting opportunity to conduct independent research on 
a topic of your choice. We provide two routes for students to complete this 
dissertation. 

 

 
1. Through library or faculty-based 

research or fieldwork 

Students are free to explore an academic topic of their choice. Students are 
encouraged to pursue fieldwork. However, travel is not required and excellent 
dissertations have been written with sources available in the UK. Therefore, 
Students may either chose to conduct on a standard library-based dissertation or 
work with our faculty staff on their research projects after they have advertised 
such opportunities. The Research Design and Practice course that, throughout 
the year, will help students put together your thesis proposal, including a 
viable, cutting-edge academic question and suitable research methods. 

 
 

2. Through a Work Based placement 

Work-Based Placements operate in the UK and abroad, giving students the 
opportunity to spend eight weeks conducting research on location with an 
organization involved in development practice. This research forms the basis of 
the student’s dissertation and the student will usually provide an executive 
summary of this research, alongside the full dissertation, to the organization. 

 
WBPs are organized through the University’s Student Development Programme 
Office (ssps.student-development@ed.ac.uk), who will be running several 
induction events to explain how WBPs are organized, allocated, and funded. For 
more information, visit the Student Development website. 

 

Please note: WBPs are a privilege rather than an entitlement. The internal 
selection procedure – which will be laid out by the Student Development Office 
– ensures that students are well matched to their placement and have excelled 
academically. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/student_development
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Should students want to set up a WBP themselves, potential organisations can 
be signed off by your Programme Director. A Placement Coordinator will then 
guide you on how to approach potential hosts, and assist you in formalizing    a 
placement through a Memorandum of Understanding. As this process can be 
quite lengthy, students are encouraged to start early. 
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Supervisor 

All students completing a dissertation will be allocated a Dissertation 
Supervisor. Where possible, supervisors and students are paired on the basis 
of their regional/topic interests and expertise, although this is not always 
possible and is not necessary for successful supervisory relationship. All of our 
staff are experienced researchers who can provide invaluable support to you 
as you undertake your dissertation. 

 
Dissertations are marked by two internal examiners and reviewed by an external 
examiner. Dissertations may not be resubmitted if they fail but those who have 
passed their courses are still potentially eligible for a Diploma in Africa and 
International Development. 

 
 
 
 
 

Beyond the classroom 

Seminars 
 

We strongly encourage everyone to attend the weekly African Studies seminar 
series every Wednesday during term time from 16:00-17:30 in Chrystal 
Macmillan Building seminar rooms 1 & 2. 
Organised by CAS, these seminars feature leading researchers from the UK and 
abroad who come to present on their cutting-edge research. It offers an 
opportunity to see the breadth of African Studies, ask questions directly from 
the experts, and, not least, join your colleagues for lively discussions over tea 
and drinks at the pub afterward. 

 
Do also keep an eye also on sessions run by guest academics and practitioners 
in the field of International Development that the SSPS’s International 
Development cluster will be organising during the year. Other subject areas 
within our School and other schools throughout the University host their own 
seminars. 
Whether you are interested in African History, Anthropology, IR and Security 
Studies, Languages and Literature, there is likely a dedicated seminar series for 
you. Explore the listings online or ask CAS staff how to find more seminars and 
lectures. 
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Retreat 
 

One of the flagship opportunities for our MSc students is a weekend at The 
Burn, a gorgeous Georgian mansion in Glenesk, the Scottish Highlands, where 
the AID and African Studies programmes spend three days learning, laughing, 
and exploring this beautiful country. While the trip is subsidized by CAS, 
students will be asked to contribute toward their accommodation. This year’s 
retreat is scheduled for 16-18 November. Explore the grounds! 

You can find more details of our Centre of African Studies staff on our website. 
 
 
 

 
Please visit the MSc Taught Students Handbook for all services provided: 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students 

http://theburn.goodenough.ac.uk/
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/african_studies
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/gradschool/current_students/taught_msc_students
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Contact 
Graduate School: 

 
The Graduate School Office is your first point of call for most enquiries 
about the course, providing an accessible point of personal contact for 
new and existing students. 
Location: CMB 1.20 
Open Hours: Monday to Friday 09:30 – 12:30, 13:30 – 16:00 Email:
 Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

 

Programme Director: rama.dieng@ed.ac.uk  

Your Programme Director Rama Dieng is responsible for the smooth running 
of the MSc in Africa and International Development, including responsibility 
for admission, co- ordination of teaching input, assessment, feedback, 
programme evaluations and curriculum development. They oversee your 
entry into the course, and your progression throughout, allocating you a 
dissertation supervisor in your final stages. 

 
 

Personal Tutor 

Your personal tutor is available for general academic advice and pastoral 
support. We recommend that you make your personal tutor aware of any issues 
that might adversely affect your studies. The University requires that you meet 
with your tutor once per term.  As and when necessary,   you can request further 
meetings during your tutor’s office hours. 

 
 

Student Buddy Scheme 

At the beginning of the first term, you will be assigned a student buddy who 
is at a more advanced stage (generally PhD level) and who will be able to 
advise you on student life at the University. 

 
 

Dissertation Supervisor 

At the end of the second term, when you transition to the dissertation stage 
of your degree, you will be assigned a supervisor for your research topic. 

mailto:Pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk
mailto:rama.dieng@ed.ac.uk
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/african_studies/rama_salla_dieng
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Student Representatives 

Representatives will be elected within the first week of term to attend Staff- 
Student Liaison Committee and Graduate School Meetings. Student 
feedback and evaluation is highly valued by CAS. 

 
 

External Examiner 

An External Examiner audits graduate courses. The External Examiner for the 
MSc in Africa and International Development is Dr Tom Goodfellow from the 
University of Sheffield. 
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