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Semester 2 

 

Key Information 
Course Organiser Dr Jamie Furniss 
 Email: jamie.furniss@ed.ac.uk   
 Room no. 5.22 
 Chrystal MacMillan Building, 15A George Square 
 Guidance & Feedback Hours: Tuesdays 16.00 – 18.00 
  
Location Semester 1 
 Fridays 11.10 – 13.00 
  

Lecture: 
Thurs 16.10 – 18.00 
2.05 Ogilvie, Geography (Old Infirmary) 
 
Seminar: 
Friday  
12.10 – 13.00 
13.10 – 14.00 
Room 2.07, Appleton Tower 

  
Course Secretary Lauren Ayre 
 Email: Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk   
 Undergraduate Teaching Office 
  
Assessment 
Deadlines 

• Weekly, beginning Week 2: 350 word max reading 
summary of a key reading, due before start of class via 
LEARN. 

• 09/02/17 – source critique 1 

• 2/03/17 – reflective response 1 

• 09/03/17 – source critique 2 

• 23/03/17 – reflective response 2 

• Final essay due 12 noon on 3 May 2017 
 
 
 

Aims and Objectives 
This course invites students to discover North African and Middle Eastern societies 
through an anthropological lens, focusing on places where the main language is Arabic 
(it does not cover Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan or other parts of the ‘Greater Middle East’ 

mailto:jamie.furniss@ed.ac.uk
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or ‘Islamic World’). The course themes include a variety of cultural forms and life 
experiences that anthropologists of this region have regarded as key to its study. 
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Learning Outcomes 
At the conclusion of the course, students will:  
 
• Acquire detailed knowledge of contemporary Arabic-speaking societies through 

an approach that emphasizes anthropological themes as the main focus of 
analysis and ethnography as the key way of knowing. 

• Demonstrate the ability to apply anthropological sources and the analyses they 
propose in order to critically understand and interpret primary (e.g. a an Arabic 
language film) and secondary (e.g. an English-language media article) sources 
that purport to tell us something about 'the Arab world'. 

• Assess competing claims and different analytic approaches within the 
anthropological literature on the Middle East and North Africa in a manner that 
critically examines their strengths and weaknesses in order to make informed 
judgments about them. 

• Take responsibility for their own work and learning, and review their own 
summative work and that of peers in a critical manner that strives for 
improvement through feedback. 

 
 

Teaching Methods 
This is a 20 credit course. Under the SCQF framework, one Credit Point represents 10 
learning hours.  It is thus expected that you invest 200 hours to complete the combined 
learning activities for this course. The group meets only 3 hours a week for ten weeks. 
The total of classroom 'contact' time is therefore only 30 hours. Thus, most of the time 
and work you will put into this class—and most of the learning you can expect to get 
out of it—will be outside of classroom hours, on your own. This course is designed 
around the assumption that the time spent in classroom meetings represents at 
most 15% of the total effort you will invest. In addition to the time you put into 
assignments, you must read extensively in preparation for all meetings. 
 

Assessment 
Students will be assessed by: 
 

Assessment 

Word count limit 
Do not exceed the 

word limit 
or penalties will be 

applied 

Weighting Submission date Return of 
feedback 

Participation 350 words max for 
reading summaries 10% Weekly except  

 250 words max for 
reflective responses 10% 

2/03/17 
 

23/03/17 
N/A 

Source 
critique 1 1000 words 20% 09/02/17 16/02/17 

Source 
critique 2 1000 words 20% 09/03/17 16/03/17 

Essay 1500 words 30% 03/05/17 24/05/17 
 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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1. Participation (20%) 
 
The 20% total is made up of two components, as outlined below: 
 

a. Weekly reading summaries (10%) 
 
A maximum 350 word critical summary of your choice of one core reading per week is 
mandatory. This is due each week at the beginning of the meeting, starting in week 
2, except the week when the group presentations take place. 
 
These reading summaries should, first, outline the key factual and analytic dimensions 
of the reading (imagine you are writing it for a peer who has not read the text) and, 
second, attempt to engage critically with the author’s ideas and arguments. 
 
10% of your grade will be given on the basis of a holistic assessment of the regularity 
and quality of the reading summaries. Quality = the accuracy of your characterization 
of the reading and how thoughtful and convincing your critical engagement is. 
 
Individual feedback will not be given on these summaries on a weekly basis, but 
grouped and/or anonymous feedback ma be given on other occasions throughout the 
term. 
 

b. Reflective response (10%) 
 
The second 10% of the overall 20% participation grade will be given on the basis of 
two reflective responses. These are reflections on feedback you receive on the two 
summative assignments (source critiques). They should be a maximum of 250 word 
and are due the week after you receive feedback on your assignments. 
 
10% of your grade will be given on the basis of a holistic assessment of these two 
reflective responses, taking in consideration, first, completion of both assignments and, 
second, the thoughtfulness of their self-critique. 
 
N.B. Participation grades will be distributed along the 0-100 scale in the normal 
fashion, applying the same marking descriptors used for the summative essay.  
 
2. Source critiques of 1000 words each (20% each) 
 
You will be asked to apply anthropological sources and the analyses they propose in 
order to critically understand and interpret primary (e.g. a an Arabic language film) and 
secondary (e.g. an English-language media article) sources. 
 
3. Review essay of 1500 words (30%) 
 
For the final assignment, you will be asked to write an extended critical review of the 
monograph Veiled Sentiments that we will have read throughout the semester. You 
will be asked to apply anthropological sources and analyses to critically understand 
and interpret the work, as well as situate it in the field and relative the author’s other 
work. 
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How the essay will be assessed 
The source critiques and essay will be given a mark on the basis of a holistic 
assessment of the assignment, in application of the marking descriptors available at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/on_course_students/assessment_and_regulation
s/marking_descriptors 
 
They will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
 
• Development and coherence of arguments 
• Use of supporting evidence, including evidence of ethnographic observation  
• Demonstration of an advanced and critical understanding of relevant key 

debates and literature, including reference to at least three references from the 
course reading list 

• Degree of reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence 
• Drawing together major arguments by way of conclusion in relation to the 

assignment 
• Formal presentation of report: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 

and style; layout and visual presentation. 
 
 
Attendance 
Attendance and participation in the lectures and discussion are essential for 
developing an understanding of the topics.  
 

Communications and Feedback 
At the end of each meeting, group members are invited to provide immediate feedback 
on the course’s progression via a suggestion box.  This feedback may concern format, 
organization and content of the course, in particular points requiring clarification (that 
group members would like to explore in more depth). 
 
Outside of meetings, group members are invited to drop in to discuss any matter with 
the lecturer during office hours, or at other times by appointment. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We 
shall also use email to communicate with you, e.g., to assign readings for the second 
hour of each class. All students are provided with email addresses on the university 
system, if you are not sure of your address, which is based on your matric number, 
check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal.  
 
This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 
that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as yahoo or hotmail; it is therefore 
essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 
 

Readings and Resource List 
All students should read the Key Readings for every lecture. These Readings are 
necessary to create a thorough understanding of the topic. Further readings listed for 
each topic are intended to allow students to explore and consolidate their knowledge 
of particular themes. We have given extensive references in order to help students 
explore the wider literature if they so wish: we would not expect any student to read all 
the references for all of these weeks. However, if you are intending to write an essay 
on a particular topic, you must demonstrate that you have read many of the different 
readings suggested for that topic.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/on_course_students/assessment_and_regulations/marking_descriptors
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/on_course_students/assessment_and_regulations/marking_descriptors
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Readings can be obtained electronically via LEARN or the links in the main library 
catalogue. If you have any difficulty getting hold of any of the readings, contact the 
course organisers. 
 
 

Semester Summary 
 

WEEK Topic/Task 

1 

Introductions, detailed overview of course organisation and 
expectations 

A portrait of Cairo as a microcosm of the course 

2 Communicating with people 

3 Watching TV and movies 

4 Going out 

5 Some things people listen to 

6 What it’s like to be a man 

7 Feuding and forgiving 

8 Falling in love and getting married 

9 Veiled Sentiments 

10 The Israel-Palestine conflict in a different light 

FINAL ESSAY DUE: 03.05.2017 
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Course Lectures and Readings 
 
Week 1. 
A portrait of Cairo as a microcosm of the course 
 
Required Readings 
Deeb, L. and J. Winegar (2012). "Anthropologies of Arab-Majority Societies." 

Annual Review of Anthropology 41: 537-558. 
Inhorn, M. (2014). "Roads less travelled in Middle East anthropology – and 

new paths in gender ethnography." Journal of Middle East Women's 
Studies 10(3): 62-86. 

 
Start reading: 
Abu-Lughod, L. (1999 [1986]). Veiled sentiments : honor and poetry in a 

Bedouin society. Berkeley London, University of California Press.  
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Week 2.  
Communicating with people, or the split vernacular and the calligraphic 
state 
 
Required Readings 
Armbrust, W. (1996). Mass culture and modernism in Egypt. Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press. [Chap. 3 ‘The split vernacular’] 
Messick, B. M. (1993). The Calligraphic State: textual domination and history 

in a Muslim society. Berkeley; Oxford, University of California Press. 
[Chap. 12 ‘Spiral Texts’] 

 
Further Readings 
Armbrust, W. (2000). Mass mediations : new approaches to popular culture in 

the Middle East and beyond. Berkeley ; London, University of California 
Press. 

Abu-Lughod, L. (1999 [1986]). Veiled sentiments : honor and poetry in a 
Bedouin society. Berkeley London, University of California Press. 

Armbrust, W. (1996). Mass culture and modernism in Egypt. Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press. 

Caton, S. C. (1990). "Peaks of Yemen I summon" : poetry as cultural practice 
in a North Yemeni tribe. Berkeley; Oxford, University of California Press. 

Geertz, C. (1983). Local knowledge : further essays in interpretive 
anthropology. New York, Basic Books: 94-120. [“Art as a Cultural 
System”] 

Kahf, U. (2007). "Arabic Hip Hop: Claims of Authenticity and Identity of a New 
Genre." Journal of Popular Music Studies 19(4): 359-385. 

Moreno Almeida, C. (2013). "Unravelling distinct voices in Moroccan rap: 
evading control, weaving solidarities, and building new spaces for self-
expression." Journal of African cultural studies 25(3): 319-332.  
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Week 3.  
Watching TV and movies 
 
Required Readings 
Abu-Lughod, L. (2005). Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in 

Egypt. Chicago and London, University of Chicago Press. [Chap. 2 
‘Interpreting culture(s) after television. On Method’] 

Armbrust, W. (2000). The Golden Age before the Golden Age: Commercial 
Egyptian Cinema before the 1960s. Mass mediations: new approaches 
to popular culture in the Middle East and beyond. W. Armbrust. 
Berkeley; London, University of California Press: 292-327. 

 
Further Readings 
Armbrust, Walter (1998). “Veiled cinema: A conversation with Yousry 

Nasrallah” Visual Anthropology 10(2-4): 381-399  
Armbrust, Walter (1998). “When the lights go down in Cairo: Cinema as 

secular ritual ” Visual Anthropology 10(2-4): 413-442 
Armbrust, W. (1996). Mass culture and modernism in Egypt. Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press. [Chap. 3 ‘The split vernacular’] 
Boyd, Douglas. (1988). “The evolution of the electronic media in the 

contemporary Middle East.” Revue de l’Occident musulman et de la 
Méditerranée 47: 23-34 

Moll, Yasmine (2010). “Islamic Televangelism: Religion, Media and Visuality in 
Contemporary Egypt”. Arab Media and Society 10. 
[http://www.arabmediasociety.com/?article=732] 

van Nieuwkerk, K. (2008). "'Repentant' artists in Egypt: debating gender, 
performing arts and religion." Contemporary Islam 2: 191-210.  
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Week 4. 
Going out, or drinking smoke and chewing flowers 
 
Required Readings 
Deeb, L. and M. Harb. (2013). Leisurely Islam: negotiating geography and 

morality in Shi'ite South Beirut. Princeton, NJ, Princeton University 
Press. [Chap. 4 “Flexible Morality, Respectful Choices, Smaller 
Transgressions”] 

Kennedy, J. G. (1987). The Flower of Paradise. The Institutionalized Use of 
the Drug Qat in North Yemen. Springer. [Chap. 4 “A Social Institution” or 
Chap. 5 “The Qat Experience”] 

 
Further Readings 
Bayat, A. (2010). Life as politics: how ordinary people change the Middle East. 

Amsterdam, Amsterdam University Press. [Chap. 7 “The politics of fun”] 
Deeb, L., and M. Harb. (2007). “Sanctioned Pleasures: Youth, Piety and Leisure 

in Beirut”. Middle East Report: The Politics of Youth 245(4): 12–19. 
Khalili, L. (2015). "The Politics of Pleasure: Promenading on the Corniche and 

Beachgoing." Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 34(4): 
583-600. 

Koning, A. d. (2009). Global dreams: class, gender, and public space in 
cosmopolitan Cairo. Cairo; New York, American University in Cairo Press. 

Krikorian, A. D. (1984). "Kat and its use: an historical perspective." Journal of 
ethnopharmacology 12(2): 115. 

McGonigle, I. V. (2013). "Khat : chewing on a bitter controversy." Anthropology 
today 29(4): 4-7. 

Shechter, R. (2006). Smoking, Culture and Economy in the Middle East: The 
Egyptian Tobacco Market 1850-2000. London, I.B. Tauris. 

Weir, S. (1985). Qat in Yemen: Consumption and Social Change. London, 
British Museum Publications. 
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Week 5.  
Some things people listen to 
 
Required Readings 
Hirschkind, C. (2006). The ethical soundscape: cassette sermons and Islamic 

counterpublics. New York, N.Y., Columbia University Press. [Chap 4 
“Cassettes and Counterpublics”] 

Salois, K. (2014). "Make some noise, drari: embodied listening and 
counterpublic formations in Moroccan hip hop." Anthropological 
quarterly. 87(4): 1017-1048. 

 
Further Readings 
Aidi, H. (2011). "The Grand (Hip-Hop) Chessboard: Race, Rap and Raison 

d'Etat." Middle East Report (260): 25-39. 
Almeida, C. M. (2013). "Unravelling distinct voices in Moroccan rap: evading 

control, weaving solidarities, and building new spaces for self-
expression." Journal of African Cultural Studies 25(3): 332–319. 

Frishkopf, M. (2000). “Inshad Dini and Aghani Diniyya in Twentieth Century 
Egypt: A Review of Styles, Genres, and Available Recordings”. Middle 
East Studies Association Bulletin 34(2): 167–83. 

Frishkopf, M. (2001). “Tarab (‘Enchantment’) in the Mystic Sufi Chant of 
Egypt”. In Colors of Enchantment: Theater, Dance, Music, and the Visual 
Arts of the Middle East, S. Zuhur (Ed.). Cairo: The American University 
in Cairo Press. Pp. 233–69. 

Hecker, P. (2010). Heavy Metal in the Middle East: New Urban Spaces in a 
Translocal Underground. Being young and Muslim new cultural politics in 
the global south and north. A. Bayat and L. Herrera. New York ; Oxford, 
Oxford University Press,: 1 online resource. 

Hirschkind, C. (2001). "The Ethics of Listening: Cassette-Sermon Audition in 
Contemporary Egypt." American Ethnologist 28(3): 623-649. 

Jouili, Jeanette S. and Moors, Annelies. (2014). "Introduction: Islamic Sounds 
and the Politics of Listening." Anthropological quarterly. 87(4): 977-988. 

LeVine, M. (2008). “Heavy Metal Muslims: The Rise of a Post-Islamist 
Sphere”. Contemporary Islam: Dynamics of Muslim Life 2(3): 229–49. 

Marcus, Scott. (2007). Music in Egypt: Experiencing Music, Expressing 
Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press.Racy, Jihad. (2003). Making 
Music in the Arab World: The Culture and Artistry of Tarab. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Peterson, J. (2012). “Going to the Mulid. Street-smart Spirituality in Egypt.” In 
Ordinary lives and grand schemes an anthropology of everyday religion. 
L. Debevec and J. S. Schielke (Eds). New York; Oxford, Berghahn: 113-
130. 

Vincent Battesti & Nicolas Puig (2016) “The Sound of Society”: a Method for 
Investigating Sound Perception in Cairo. The Senses and Society. 11(3): 
298-319  
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Week 6.  
What it’s like to be a man 
 
Required Readings 
Armbrust, Walter. (2002). ‘Manly Men on the National Stage (and the Women 

Who Make Them Stars)’, in Ursula Wokoeck, Hakan Erdem, and Israel 
Gershoni (eds), Histories of the Modern Middle East: New Directions. 
Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers. Pp. 247–78. 

Ghannam, F. (2013). Live and die like a man: Gender dynamics in urban Egypt. 
Stanford, CA, Stanford University Press. [Chap. 4 “Gendered Violence: 
Local and National Articulations] 

 
Further Readings 
Ammar, Paul. (2011). “Middle East Masculinity Studies: discourses of men in 

crisis, industries of gender in revolution.” Journal of Middle East 
Women’s Studies, 7(3): 36-71. 

De Sondy, A. (2014). The crisis of Islamic masculinities. New York, 
Bloomsbury. 

Gana, N. (2010). "Bourguiba’s sons: melancholy manhood in modern Tunisian 
cinema." Journal of North African Studies 15(1): 105-126. 

Houssoub, M. and E. Sinclair-Webb, Eds. (2000). Imagined masculinities: Male 
identity and culture in the modern Middle East. London, Saqi Books. 

Inhorn, M. (2012). The new Arab man: Emergent masculinities, technologies, 
and Islam in the Middle East. Princeton, NJ, Princeton University Press. 

Schade-Poulsen, Marc (1999) Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social 
Significance of Rai. Austin: University of Texas Press.  

Jacob, W. C. (2011). Working Out Egypt: Effendi Masculinity and Subject 
Formation in Colonial Modernity, 1870–1940. Durham, Duke University 
Press. 

Ouzgane, L. (2006). Islamic masculinities. London, Zed Books. 
Naguib, N. (2015). Nurturing masculinities: Men, food and family in 

contemporary Egypt. Austin, University of Texas Press. 
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Week 7.  
Feuding and forgiving 
 
Required Readings 
Bailey, C. (2009). Bedouin law from Sinai & the Negev: justice without 

government. New Haven, Conn., Yale University Press. [Chap. 3 “The 
Role of Collective Responsibility in Achieving Justice] 

Lang, S. (2002). "Sulha Peacemaking and the Politics of Persuasion." Journal 
of Palestine Studies 31(3): 52-66. 

 
Further Readings 
Alon, I. and J. M. Brett (2007). "Perceptions of Time and Their Impact on 

Negotiations in the Arabic-Speaking Islamic World." Negotiation Journal 
23(1): 55-73. 

Clarke, M. (2012). "The judge as tragic hero: Judicial ethics in Lebanon's 
shari'a courts." American Ethnologist 39(1): 106-121. 

Fares, S., F. Milhem and D. Khalidi (2006). "The Sulha system in Palestine: 
between justice and social order." Practicing anthropology 28(1): 21-27. 

Hart, D. M. (1970). Clan, lineage, local community and feud in a Rifian tribe 
(Aith Waryaghar, Morocco). Peoples and cultures of the Middle East : an 
anthropological reader. L. E. Sweet. Garden City, N.Y.: Natural History 
Press. Vol 2. Pp. 3-75. 

Kennett, A. (1925). Bedouin justice: laws and customs among the Egyptian 
Bedouin. Cambridge, University Press. 

Kressel, G. (1996). Ascendancy Through Aggression: The Anatomy of a 
Blood Feud Among Urbanized Bedouins. Wiesbaden, Harrassowitz 
Verlag. 

Kritz, Brian. (2013) "Palestinian Sulha and the Rule of Law." Arab Law 
Quarterly 27(2): 151-170 

Othman, A. (2007). "“And Amicable Settlement Is Best”: Sulh. and Dispute 
Resolution in Islamic Law." Arab Law Quarterly 21 64-90. 

Pely, D. (2016). Muslim/Arab Mediation and Conflict Resolution: 
Understanding Sulha. London, Routledge. 

Pely, D. (2010). "Honor: The Sulha's main dispute resolution tool." Conflict 
Resolution Quarterly 28(1): 67-81. 

Pely, D. (2011). "Where East not always meets West: Comparing the Sulha 
process to Western-style mediation and arbitration." Conflict Resolution 
Quarterly 28(4): 427-440. 

Pely, D. (2011). "When Honor Trumps Basic Needs: The Role of Honor in 
Deadly Disputes within Israel's Arab Community." Negotiation Journal 
27(2): 205-225. 

Pely, D. (2011). "Women in Sulha - excluded yet influential: Examining 
women's formal and informal role in traditional dispute resolution, within 
the patriarchal culture of Northern Israel's Arab community." International 
Journal of Conflict Management 22(1): 89-104. 

Peters, E. L. (1967). "Some structural aspects of the feud among the camel-
herding Bedouin of Cyrenaica." Africa. XXXI(3): 261. 

Wilson, A. (2015). "Refracting Custom in Western Sahara's Quest for 
Statehood." PoLAR: Political and Legal Anthropology Review 38(1): 72-
90.  
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Week 8. 
Falling in love and getting married 
 
Required Readings 
Armbrust, W. (2009). “Long Live Patriarchy: love in the time of ‘Abd al-

Wahhab” History Compass 7(1): 251-281  
Schielke, S. (2015). Egypt in the Future Tense. Hope, Frustration, and 

Ambivalence before and after 2011. Indianapolis, Indiana University 
Press. [Chap. 4] 

 
Further Readings 
Abu-Lughod, Janet and Amin, Lucy. (1961).  “Egyptian Marriage 

Advertisements: Microcosm of a changing Society.” Marriage and Family 
Living, 23(2): 127-136 

Abu-Lughod, L. (1993). Writing Women's Worlds. Bedouin Stories. Berkeley, 
University of California Press. [Chap. 4 “Patrilateral Parallel-Cousin 
Marriage] 

Baron, Beth. “The Making and Braking of Marital Bonds in Modern Egypt.” In 
Nikki Keddie and Beth Baron (Eds.) Women in Middle Eastern History: 
Shifting Boundaries in Sex and Gender. New Haven; London: Yale Univ. 
Press, pp. 275-291 

Bonte, P., Ed. (1994). Épouser au plus proche. Inceste, prohibitions et 
stratégies matrimoniales autour de la Méditerranée. Paris, Éditions de 
l'école des hautes études en sciences sociales. 

Dresch, Paul (2005) ‘Debates on Marriage and Nationality in the United Arab 
Emirates’, in Paul Dresch and James Piscatori (eds), Monarchies and 
Nations: Globalisation and Identity in the Arab States of the Gulf, 
London: I. B. Tauris,136–57. 

Ghannam, F. (2013). Live and die like a man: Gender dynamics in urban 
Egypt. Stanford, CA, Stanford University Press. [Chap. 2 “Plans and 
Stands: The Challenge of Being Single at Forty”] 

Hasso, Frances S. (2010). Consuming Desires: Family Crisis and the State in 
the Middle East. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Holy, Ladislav. (1989). Kinship, Honour and Solidarity: Cousin Marriage in the 
Middle East. Manchester: Manchester University Press.  

Keyser, J. (1974). "The Middle Eastern Case: Is there a Marriage Rule?" 
Ethnology 13 (3).  

Khouloussy, Hanan. (2010) “Monitoring and Medicalizing Male Sexuality in 
Semi-Colonial Egypt.” Gender and History 22(3): 677-691   

Khouloussy, Hanan. (2010). For Better For Worse: the marriage crisis that 
made modern Egypt. Cairo: AUC Press. 

Massad, J. A. (2007). Desiring Arabs. Chicagor, University of Chicago Press. 
Murphy, R. and L. Kasdan. (1959). "The Structure of Parallel Cousin 

Marriage." American Anthropologist 61 (1): 17-29.  
Singerman, D. (2007). The Economic Imperatives of Marriage: Emerging 

Practices and Identities among Youth in the Middle East. Middle East 
Youth Initiative Working Paper. Washington, D.C.: Wolfensohn Center 
for Development, The Bookings Institution, No. 6, September 2007. 
Available: http://www.shababinclusion.org/content/document/detail/559/  

Singerman, D. (2008). Marriage and Divorce in Egypt: Financial Costs and 
Political Struggles In B. Drieskens (Ed) Les métamorphoses du mariage 
au Moyen-Orient Beirut, Presses de l’Ifpo: 75-96. 

http://www.shababinclusion.org/content/document/detail/559/


2016-17 Anthropology of the Middle East and North Africa 16 

Singerman, D. and B. Ibrahim (2001). "The Costs of Marriage in Egypt : a 
hidden dimension in the new Arab demography." Cairo Papers in Social 
Science 24(1-2): 80-116. 

Whitaker, B. (2006). Unspeakable love: gay and lesbian life in the Middle East. 
London, Saqi.  
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Veiled Sentiments 
 
Required Readings 
Complete, for today’s class, reading the whole of: 
 
Abu-Lughod, L. (1999 [1986]). Veiled sentiments : honor and poetry in a 

Bedouin society. Berkeley London, University of California Press. 
 
Further Readings 
Abu-Lughod, L. (1993). Writing Women's Worlds. Bedouin Stories. Berkeley, 

University of California Press. 
Armanios, F. (2002). "The 'Virtuous Woman': Images of Gender in Modern 

Coptic Society." Middle Eastern Studies 38(1): 110-130. 
Badran, Margot. (1995). Feminists, Islam, and Nation: gender and the making 

of modern Egypt. Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press. 
Hoffman-Ladd, Valerie. (1987). “Polemics on the Modesty and Segregation of 

Women in Contemporary Egypt.” International Journal of Middle East 
Studies. 19: 23-50  

Inhorn, Marcia. (1996). Infertility and Patriarchy: the cultural politics of gender 
and family life in Egypt. Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press.  

Mahmood, S. (2012). Politics of piety : the Islamic revival and the feminist 
subject. Princeton, N.J. ; Oxford, Princeton University Press. 

Ryzova, Lucie. (2004/05). ‘“I Am a Whore, But I Will Be a Good Mother”: On the 
Production and Consumption of the Female Body in Modern Egypt’, Arab 
Studies Journal, 12/2/, 13/1: 80–123.  
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Week 10 
The Israel-Palestine conflict in a different light 
 
Required Readings 
Cohen, S. (2011). “Environmentalism Deferred. Nationalisms and 

Israeli/Palestinian Imaginaries” In Environmental Imaginaries of the 
Middle East and North Africa. D. K. Davis and E. Burke (Eds). Athens, 
Ohio University Press: 246-264. 

McKee, E. (2015). "Trash Talk. Interpreting Morality and Disorder in 
Negev/Naqab Landscapes." Current Anthropology 56(5): 733-752. 

 
Further Readings 
Davis, D. K. and Burke, E. (Eds) (2011). Environmental Imaginaries of the 

Middle East and North Africa. Athens, Ohio University Press. 
Davis, D. K. (2012). Scorched Earth: the problematic environmental history 

that defines the Middle East. Is there a Middle East? The evolution of a 
geopolitical concept. M. E. Bonine, A. Amanat and M. E. Gasper. 
Stanford, CA, Stanford University Press: 170-190. 

Hopkins, N. S., S. R. Mehanna and S. el-Haggar (2001). People and Pollution: 
Cultural Constructions and Social Action in Egypt. Cairo, American 
University in Cairo Press. 

Mikhail, A. (Ed) (2012). Water on Sand: Environmental Histories of the Middle 
East and North Africa. Oxford, OUP. 

Stamatopoulou-Robbins, S. (2011). "In Colonial Shoes: Notes on the Material 
Afterlife in Post-Oslo Palestine." Jerusalem Quarterly 48: 54-77. 

Winegar, J. (2011). "Taking Out the Trash Youth Clean Up Egypt After 
Mubarak." Middle East Report 259(Summer 2011): 32-35. 

Winegar, J. (2016). "A civilized revolution: Aesthetics and political action in 
Egypt." American Ethnologist 43(4): 609-622.  
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Appendix 1 – General Information 
 

Students with Disabilities 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities (including those with specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as 
accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you 
may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, 
or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support 
Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service  
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 
The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, 
email iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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Discussing Sensitive Topics  
The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 

Guide to Using LEARN for Online Tutorial Sign-Up 
The following is a guide to using LEARN to sign up for your tutorial.  If you have any 
problems using the LEARN sign up, please contact the course secretary by email 
(Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk ). 
 
Tutorial sign up will open on Monday 16th January 2017 and will close on Friday 20th 
January 2017. 
 
Step 1 – Accessing LEARN course pages 
Access to LEARN is through the MyEd Portal.  You will be given a log-in and password 
during Freshers’ Week.  Once you are logged into MyEd, you should see a tab called 
‘Courses’ which will list the active LEARN pages for your courses under ‘myLEARN’. 
 
Step 2 – Welcome to LEARN 
Once you have clicked on the relevant course from the list, you will see the Course 
Content page.  There will be icons for the different resources available, including one 
called ‘Tutorial Sign Up’.  Please take note of any instructions there. 
 
Step 3 – Signing up for your Tutorial 
Clicking on Tutorial Sign Up will take you to the sign up page where all the available 
tutorial groups are listed along with the running time and location. 
 
Once you have selected the group you would like to attend, click on the ‘Sign up’ 
button. A confirmation screen will display.  
 
IMPORTANT: If you change your mind after having chosen a tutorial you cannot go 
back and change it and you will need to email the course secretary.  Reassignments 
once tutorials are full or after the sign-up period has closed will only be made in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
Tutorials have restricted numbers and it is important to sign up as soon as possible. 
The tutorial sign up will only be available until Monday 28 September 2015 so that 
everyone is registered to a group ahead of tutorials commencing in Week 2.  If you 
have not yet signed up for a tutorial by this time you will be automatically assigned to 
a group which you will be expected to attend. 
 

External Examiner 
The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: Dr Paolo 
Fortin, Durham University. 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
mailto:Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk
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Appendix 2 - Course Work Submission and Penalties 
 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them. 
 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these 
at: http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/asse
ssment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 
 

• Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission System (ELMA) 
that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong format, incorrect document, 
no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be applied to students work. 
 

• Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks will be 
deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a maximum of seven 
calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero will be recorded.  There is no 
grace period for lateness and penalties begin to apply immediately following the 
deadline. 
 

• Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted for each 
additional 20 words over the limit. If the limit is 1500 words then anything between 
1501 and 1520 words will lose one point, and so on. 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word count. 
Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, you 
should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth and that this 
will be reflected in your mark. 
 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 
 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages here. 
Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1 -4 
 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    
If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the guidance 
on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be able to access 
the online extension request form through our webpages. 

• Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 
• Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 

coursework deadline. 
• If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 

should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for Special 
Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should also 
contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them aware 
of your situation. 

• If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

• If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you potential 
for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension request for this 
to be taken into account. 

 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 
Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism 
 
 
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 
In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
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http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
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