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Aims and Objectives 
This course is about monsters. It is about the way in which monstrous bodies mix and match realms 
that should be kept separate – nature/culture, human/animal, male/female, familiar/unfamiliar, 
material/immaterial and, above all, self/other. From African witches and the ghost of Burnt Woman in 
Australia to Freddy Krueger or ‘pharma’ animals and cyborgs, it brings together Western and non-
Western monsters in order to explore some of the ways in which they have been portrayed and 
experienced in different ethnographic contexts as well as through time.  
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Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

• Approach the notion of the 'monstrous' from a critical perspective. 
• Exhibit a well-informed and critical understanding of cultural and political forces that contribute to 

the 'monsterization' of the Other. 
• Review and assess the anthropological significance of various monsters. 
• Gain a substantive knowledge of the role monsters play within culture. 
• Develop independent research and oral presentation skills as well as demonstrate the ability to 

discuss anthropological theory in relation to contemporary social issues. 
 
Teaching 
The course will consist of a combination of lectures (including, perhaps, a few from guests), individual or 
group student presentations, and class discussions. Beyond the need to debate some of the central issues, 
the exact class format can be flexible (depending on student numbers and their interests). Students are 
encouraged to do their own bibliographical work and to follow up bibliographical references as appropriate. 
Apart from the main class on Tuesdays, there will be one tutorial every week (Thursday 10:00-10:50, 
1.203, 7 Bristo Square OR Thursday 11:10-12:00, 2.301, 7 Bristo Square) – students can sign up for one 
of them on Learn.  
 
Lectures will be held in conjunction with postgraduates on their course ‘The Anthropology of Monsters: 
demons, witches, cyborgs and other fabulous creatures’ (PGSP11460). 
 

Assessment 
Students will be assessed by:  
 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit 

Do not 
exceed the 
word limit 

or penalties 
will be 
applied 

Weighting Submission date Return of 
feedback 

Tutorial 
participation NA 10%  End of 

semester 

Short Essay 
1500 words 

max (excluding 
bibliography) 

20% 

02/03/17 (all 
coursework is due 
at 12 noon on the 

date of 
submission) 

23/03/2017 

Long Essay 
3500 words 

max (excluding 
bibliography) 

70% 

06/04/17 (all 
coursework is due 
at 12 noon on the 

date of 
submission) 

27/04/17 

 
 
 
(i) A short essay (word-limit: 1500) due on Thursday 2nd March 2017; this carries a weighting of 20% 

towards the final overall mark for the course. 
(ii) A longer (word-limit: 3500) essay due on Thursday 6th April 2017, this carries a weighting of 70% 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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towards the final overall mark for the course. 
(iii) At the end of the semester, there will also be a mark for ‘tutorial participation’, this carries a weighting 

of 10% towards the final mark for the course. 
 
Short Essay Topic 
Using particular monsters as illustrations, explore and evaluate ONE of J. J. Cohen’s Theses. 
 
Long Essay Topics 
Topics will be handed out in Week 6. 
 
Tutorial Participation 
Tutorials will be structured through student presentations of one of the weekly lecture readings and/or brief 
explorations of particular monsters – we shall discuss the options and fix the programme in our first session 
(2nd week of the semester).  
 
Assessment Criteria 
The following are some of the criteria through which the essays will be marked. However, it is important to 
note that the overall mark is a result of a holistic assessment of the assignment as a whole. 
 
• Does the essay address the question with sufficient focus?  
• Does the essay show a grasp of the relevant concepts and knowledge?  
• Does the essay demonstrate a logical and effective pattern of argument?  
• Does the essay support an argument with relevant examples?  
• Does the essay demonstrate reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence?  
• Is the essay written clearly and convincingly?  
• Is the essay adequately presented in terms of: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 

and style; layout and visual presentation?  
 
Tutorial participation will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
• Attendance. 
• Participation in discussion and evidence of having read the week’s readings.  
• Quality of Contribution, including showing a level of critical thinking and understanding, as well as 

Collegial and productive responses to other people’s remarks. 
 
Communications   
You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We shall also use 
email to communicate with you, e.g., to assign readings for the second hour of each class. All students 
are provided with email addresses on the university system, if you are not sure of your address, which is 
based on your matric number, check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal. 
 
This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note that we will NOT use 
‘private’ email addresses. It is therefore essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably 
each day. 
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Lecture Summary 
 

Week Date Lecture 

1 17.01.2017 Introduction: Anthropology of Monsters 

2 24.01.2017 Inhuman Monsters: Witches, Minmin Lights and 
‘Cave Men’ 

3 31.01.2017 Human Monsters: Strangers, Gods and Dragons 

4 07.02.2017 Post-Human Monsters: The Quest for Monstrosity 

5 14.02.2017 Monstrous Lives: Cyborgs 

20 – 24 February: Creative Learning Festival 

6 28.02.2017 Monstrous Imitations: Cyber-bodies 

7 07.03.2017 Monstrous Deaths: Zombies 

8 14.03.2017 Monstrous Resurrections: (Plastinated) Corpses and 
Frozen Heads 

9 21.03.2017 Monstrous (Dis)appearances: The Quest for 
Monsters 

10 28.03.201 Conclusion: Monstrous Anthropologies 
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Weekly Readings 
Anthropology of monsters: demons, witches, cyborgs and other fabulous 

creatures 
 

All readings can be found in the Main Library (the Reserve Section, The Short Loan 
Section and elsewhere) or on Learn. In fact, most of them can be accessed 

electronically. Of course, it goes without saying, the readings on this list are only my 
choices – you should feel free to develop your lists and discover your own ‘guiding 
threads’. Please, don’t be put off by the size of the reading list! This is to act as a 
resource if you wish to explore a particular area yourself. Required readings are 

indicated for each week, but try not to restrict your attention to just these. It is 
important to find your own ‘threads’ and follow that which is of interest to you. Of 

course, just like you, I reserve the right to be confused (!) and change some of the 
readings. 

 
1. Introduction: Anthropology of Monsters 
What are monsters and where can we find them? Starting from the idea that 
monsters are crucial in how we think about ourselves as well as others, this session 
explores some of the links between monstrosity and otherness in order to configure a 
particular anthropology of monsters – that is, an anthropology that seeks to think 
about monsters but also think with and through monsters as well as ‘be with’ them. 
 
Required Reading 
Cohen, J. J. 1996 ‘Monster Culture (Seven Theses)’. In J. J. Cohen (ed.), Monster  
 Theory: Reading Culture, pp.3–25. London/Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press. [e-reserve & e-book] 
Musharbash, Y. 2014 ‘Introduction: Monsters, Anthropology, and Monster Studies’. In 

Y. Musharbash & G. H. Presterudstuen (eds), Monster Anthropology in  
Australasia and Beyond, pp.1-25. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. [Learn & e- 
book] 

 
Recommended Reading 
Favret-Saada, J. 2012 ‘Being affected’. Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory 2(1): 

435-445. 
Shanafelt, R. 2004 ‘Magic, miracle, and marvels in anthropology’. Ethnos 69(3): 317- 
 340. 
Scott, M. W. 2016 ‘To be Makiran is to see like  Mr Parrot: the anthropology of  
 wonder in Solomon Islands’. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute  
 (N.S.) 22: 474-495. 
Sneath, D., M. Holbraad & Morten Axel Pedersen 2009 ‘Technologies of the  
 Imagination: An Introduction’. Ethnos 74(1): 5-30. 
Turner, E. 1993 ‘The Reality of Spirits: A Tabooed or Permitted Field of Study’.  
 Anthropology of Consciousness 4(1): 9-12. 
 
2. Inhuman Monsters: Witches, Minmin Lights and ‘Cave Men’ 
Focusing on the idea that monstrosity is historically and socially conditioned, we shall 
explore the idea that a monster’s body is always ‘pure culture’ – the embodiment, 
that is, of culturally specific fears, desires, and fantasies. 
 
Required Reading 
Pocock, D. 1983 ‘Unruly Evil’. In D. Parkin (ed.), The Anthropology of Evil, pp.45-46.  
 Oxford: Blackwell [e-reserve] 
Stasch, R. 2009 Society of Others: Kinship and Mourning in a West Papuan Place. 

Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press. (Introduction) [e- 
book] 
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Recommended Reading 
Brightman, R. 2015 ‘And Some Guys Dream Bad Things’. Semiotic Review 2: 1-20. 
Douglas, M. 1966 Purity and Danger. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. (Introduction  
 & Chapter 1) [Learn] 
Geshiere, P. 2003 ‘Witchcraft as the Dark Side of Kinship’. Etnoffor XVI(I): 43-61. 
Thurman, J. 2014 ‘Cave Men, Luminoids, and Dragons: Monstrous Creatures  
 Mediating Relationships between People and Country in Aboriginal Northern  
 Australia’. In Y. Musharbash & G. H.Presterudstuen (eds), Monster  
 Anthropology in Australasia and Beyond, pp.25-38. New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan. [e-book] 
Tsintjilonis, D. 2006 ‘Monsters and Caricatures: Spirit-possession in Tana Toraja’.  
 Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (N.S.) 12:551-567. 
Winter, E. H. 1963 ‘The Enemy Within: Amba Witchcraft and Sociological Theory’. In  
 J. Middleton & E.H. Winter (eds), Witchcraft and Sorcery in East Africa,  
 pp.277-299. London: Routledge. [Learn] 
 
3. Human Monsters: Strangers, Gods and Dragons 
From culture specific expressions of cannibalistic fantasies and incestuous desires to 
‘universal’ fantasies and fears, we shall discuss the idea that monsters may be seen 
as tokens of a fracture within the human ‘psyche’ or as stemming from a universal 
substratum of human sociality associated with anything from evolution to human 
cognition. 
 
Required Reading 
Gilmore, D. 2003 Monsters: Evil beings, mythical beasts, and all manner of imaginary 

terrors. Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania Press. (Chapter 10) [e- 
reserve & e-book] 

Kearney, R. 2003 Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness. London & 
New York: Routledge. (Introduction) [e-reserve & e-book] 

 
Recommended Reading 
Carroll, N. ‘Nightmare and the Horror Film: The Symbolic Biology of Fantastic 

Beings’. Film Quarterly 34(3): 16-25. 
Classen, M. 2010 ‘The Horror! The Horror’. [Online: academia. edu] 
Eickelkamp, U. 2004 ‘Egos and Ogres: Aspects of Psychosexual Development and  
 Cannibalistic Demons in Central Australia’. Oceania 74(3): 161-189. 
Gilmore, D. 2008 ‘“Tarasca”: Ritual Monster of Spain”.  Proceedings of the American 

Philosophical Society 152(3): 362-382. 
Morton, J. ‘A Murder of Monsters: Terror and Morality  in an Aboriginal Religion. In 

Y. Musharbash & G. H. Presterudstuen (eds), Monster Anthropology in  
Australasia and Beyond, pp.75-92. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. [e-book] 

Obeysekere, G. 1970 ‘The Idiom of Demonic Possession: A Case Study’. Social 
Science and Medicine 4: 97-111. 

 
4. Post-Human Monsters: The Quest for Monstrosity 
Life in the late 20th and 21st centuries constructs monstrosity not just as a 
representational category that can be ‘read’ in the fashion we discussed in the 
previous two lectures, but also as an ontology – a way of being or, perhaps, a way of 
becoming. Within this ontology, more often than not, monstrosity is embraced and 
celebrated. In this and the following four sessions, we’ll explore the most important 
dimensions of this monstrosity by treating it as the result of particular technologies. 
Technologies which are meant to transcend ‘the human’ in order to embrace 
otherness and celebrate difference.  
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Required Reading 
Six, L. A. and H. Thompson 2013 ‘From Hideous to Hedonist: The Changing Face of  
 the Nineteenth-century Monster’. In A. S. Mittman with P. J. Dendle (eds),  
 The Ashgate Research Companion to Monsters and the Monstrous, pp.237- 
 255. London & New York: Routledge. [e-reserve] 
Wolfe, C. 2010 What is Posthumanism? Minneapolis & London: University of  
 Minnesota Press. (‘Introduction’) [e-reserve & e-book] 
 
Recommended Reading 
Amy-Chin, D. 2005 ‘Queering the bitch’. European Journal of Cultural Studies 8(3):  
 313-328. 
Foucault, M. 2003 Abnormal: Lectures at the College de France 1974-1975, trans. G.  
 Burchell, ed. V. Marchetti & A. Salomoni. London: Verso. (Chapters 3 and 4)  
 [Learn] 
Goodall, J. 1999 ‘An Order of Pure Decision: Un-Natural Selection in the Work of  
 Stelarc and Orlan’. Body & Society 5(2-3): 149-170. 
Halberstam, J. 2012 Skin Shows: Gothic Horror and the Technology of Monsters. 

Durham: Duke University Press. (Chapter 2). [e-book] 
Miah, A. 2007 ‘Posthumanism: A Critical History’. In B. Gordijn & R. Chadwick (eds), 

Medical Enhancements and Posthumanity. New York: Routledge. [Learn] 
Nordmarken, S. 2014 ‘Becoming even more monstrous: Feeling Transgender In- 

Betweenness’. Qualitative Enquiry 20(1): 37-50. 
Stryker, S. 1994 ‘My Words to Viktor Frankestein: Above the village of Chamounix –  
 Performing Transgendered Rage’. GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay 

Studies 1: 237-254. 
 
5. Monstrous Lives: Cyborgs 
What kind of monster is a cyborg? Does it delimit or expand the possibilities of 
being? Focusing on the way it re-configures and transcends a number of binary 
dichotomies  (nature/culture, subject/object, flesh/machine), we shall explore its 
monstrosity and the fashion in which it re-distributes the value of difference and 
identity by creating new (hybrid) bodies. 
 
Required Reading 
Haraway, D. 1991 ‘A Cyborg manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-feminism  
 in the Late Twentieth Century’. In Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The  
 Reinvention of Nature, pp.149-181. New York: Routledge. [e-reserve] 
Kull, A. 2002 ‘Speaking Cyborgs: Technoculture and Technonature’. Zygon 37(2):  
 279-288. 
 
Recommended Reading 
Frentz, T. 2009 ‘Split Selves and Situated Knowledge: The Trickster Goes Titanium’.  
 Qualitative Inquiry 15(5): 820-842. 
Klugman, C. 2001 ‘From Cyborg Fiction to Medical Reality’. Literature and Medicine  
 20(1): 39-54. 
Sharp, L. 2011 ‘Imagining Transpecies Kinship in Xenotransplantation’. Sites: New 

Series 8(1): 12-39. 
Shildrick, M. 1999 ‘The Body Which Is Not One: Dealing with Difference’. Body &  
 Society 16(3): 11-22. 
Swartz, L. and B. Watermeyer 2008 ‘Cyborg anxiety: Oscar Pistorius and the  
 boundaries of what it means to be human’. Disability & Society 23(2): 187-90. 
Vainshtein, O. 2012 ‘“I Have a Suitcase Just Full of Legs Because I Need Options for  
 Different Clothing”: Accessorising Bodyscapes’. Fashion Theory 16(2): 139- 
 70. 
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-----February 20-24, ‘Festival for Creative Learning’----- 
 
6. Monstrous Imitations: Cyber-bodies 
What kind of monster is an avatar? We shall explore the difference between cyborgs 
and cyber-bodies (avatars). While the cyborg, at least in its original conception, is 
linked to the world of cells, neurons, blood and biological processes, the cyber-body 
can be defined as a disembodied, wireless, inorganic entity, made of pure bits of 
information.   
 
Required Reading 
Cleland, K. 2010 ‘Prosthetic Bodies and Virtual Cyborgs’. Second Nature 3: 74-101. 

[Learn] 
Whitehead, N. L. & M. Wesch 2012 ‘Introduction: Human No More’. In N. L. 

Whitehead & M. Wesch (eds), Human No More: Digital Subjectivities,  
Unhuman Subjects, and the End of Anthropology, p.1-10. Boulder: University 
Press of Colorado. [e-reserve & e-book] 

 
Recommended Reading 
Castaneda, C. 2001 ‘Robotic Skin: The future of touch?’. In S. Ahmed & J. Stacey  
 (eds), Thinking through the skin, pp. 223-236. London and New York: 

Routledge. [Learn] 
Fukushima, M 2015 ‘Corpus mysticum digitale (mystical body digital)?: on the  
 concept of two bodies in the era of digital technology. Mortality 20(4): 303- 
 318. 
Gaggioli, A., M. Vettorello & G. Riva 2003 ‘From Cyborgs to Cyberbodies’.  
 PsychNology Journal 1(2): 75-86. 
Hayles, N. K. 1999 How we became Posthuman. Chicago & London: The University  
 of Chicago Press. (Chapters 1 and 11) [e-book] 
Murray, D. & J. Sixsmith 1999 ‘The corporeal body in virtual reality’. Ethos 27(3):  
 315-343. 
Vidal, F. 2009 ‘Brainhood, anthropological figure of modernity’. History of the Human 

Sciences 22(1): 5-36. 
 
7. Monstrous Deaths: Zombies 
Why does the zombie terrify? Tracing its career from its Haitian origins to its most 
recent incarnations in popular culture, this lecture will explore the uniqueness of 
zombies. Compared to cyborgs and avatars, a zombie is wholly devoid of 
consciousness and personal agency. We shall discuss the way its monstrosity is 
embedded in this very lack. 
 
Required Reading 
Ackerman, H-W. and J. Gauthier 1991 ‘The Ways and Nature of the Zombi’. The  
 Journal of American Folklore 104(414): 466-494. 
Lauro, S. J. and K. Embry 2008 ‘A Zombie Manifesto: The Nonhuman Condition in 

the Era of Advanced Capitalism’. Boundary 2 35(1): 85-108. 
 
Recommended Reading 
Atwater, C. 2000 ‘Living in Death: The Evolution of Modern Vampirism’. Anthropology  
 of Consciousness 11(1-2): 70-77. 
Buhuniak, S. M. 2011 ‘The living dead? The construction of people with Alzheimer’s 

disease as zombies’. Ageing and Society 31: 70-92. 
Comaroff, J. and J. Comaroff 2002 ‘Alien Nation: Zombies, Immigrants, and Millenial  
 Capitalism’. The South Atlantic Quarterly 101(4): 779-805. 
Harper, S. 2002 ‘Zombies, Malls, and the Consumerist Debate: George Romero’s  
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 Dawn of the Dead’. Americana: The Journal of American Popular Culture. 
Hertz, R. 2004 ‘A contribution to the collective representation of death’. In A.G.M.  
 Robben (ed.), Death, Mourning, and Burial: A Cross-Cultural Reader, pp.197- 
 212. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. [e-book] 
Niehaus, I. 2005 ‘Witches and Zombies of the South African Loweld’. The Journal of  
 the Royal Anthropological Institute 11(2): 191-210. 
 
8. Monstrous Resurrections: (Plastinated) Corpses and Frozen Heads 
Focusing on plastinates, ‘famous’ corpses and cryonic suspension, we shall explore 
the horror embedded in another kind of monster – a monster, that is, which depends 
on being both an object and a subject. This kind of monster is not about a new kind 
of body (as with cyborgs), disembodiment (as with avatars) or lack of consciousness 
(as with zombies). So, what is it about? Where does its monstrosity stem from? 
 
Required Reading 
Baudrillard, J. 1993 Symbolic Exchange and Death. London: Sage. (Chapter 2: ‘The  
 Order of Simulacra’). [e-book] 
Walter, T. 2004 ‘Plastination for display: a new way to dispose of the dead’. The 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (N.S.) 10: 603-627. 
 
Recommended Reading 
Desmond, J. 2008 ‘Postmodern Exhibitions: Taxidermied Animals and Plastinated  
 Corpses in the Theatres of the Dead’. Configurations 16: 347-377. 
Farman, A. 2013 ‘Speculative Matter: Secular Bodies, Minds, and Persons’. Cultural  
 Anthropology 28(4): 737-59. 
Linke, U. 2010 ‘Body Shock: The Political Aesthetics of Death’. Social Analysis 54(2):  
 80-98. 
Romain, T. 2010 ‘Extreme Life Extension: Investing in Cryonics for the Long, Long 

Term’. Medical Anthropology 29(2): 194-215. 
Tsintjilonis, D. 2007 ‘The Death-Bearing Senses in Tana Toraja’. Ethnos 72(2): 173- 
 194. 
Yurchak, A. 2015 ‘Bodies of Lenin: The Hidden Science of Communist Sovereignty’.  
 Representations 129: 116-157. 
 
9. Monstrous (Dis)appearances: The Quest for Monsters 
Bringing together the monsters from the last four sessions, this lecture explores the 
idea that – despite the horror and the promise they present – ‘post-human’ monsters 
reinstate that which they supposedly supersede. In this way, perhaps, ‘the human’ 
reigns supreme in a universe that has no space for otherness.   
 
Required Reading 
Weinstock, J. A. 2013 ‘Invisible Monsters: Vision, Horror, and Contemporary Culture’. 

In A. S. Mittman & P. J. Dendle (eds), The Ashgate Research Companion to 
Monsters and the Monstrous, pp.275-192. London and NewYork: Routledge. 
[e-reserve] 

Bubandt, N. 2012 ‘A Psychology of Ghosts: The Regime of the Self and the 
Reinvention of Spirits in Indonesia and Beyond’. Anthropological Forum  
22(1): 1-23. 

 
Recommended Reading 
Baudrillard, J. 1993 Symbolic Exchange and Death. London: Sage. (Chapter 5:  
 ‘Political Economy and Death’) [e-book] 
Foley, M. 2013 ‘The Monster in the mirror: Reflecting and deflecting the mobility of  
 gendered violence onscreen’. In M. Levina and D-M. T. Bui (eds) Monster  
 Culture in the 21st Century, pp.87-98. New York & London: Bloomsbury. [e- 
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 book] 
Hall, K., D. M. Goldstein and M. B. Ingram 2016 ‘The Hands of Donald Trump:  
 Entertainment, gesture, spectacle’. Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory 6(2):  
 71-100. 
Islekel, E. S. 2016 ‘Ubu-esque Sovereign, Monstrous Individual: Death in Biopolitics’. 

Philosophy Today 60(1): 175-191. 
Kordela, K. A. 2016 ‘Monsters of Biopower: Terro(ism) and Horror in the Era of 

Affect’. Philosophy Today 60(1): 193-205. 
Vicini, A. and A. M. Brazal 2015 ‘Longing for Transcendence: Cyborgs and Trans-  
 and Posthumans’. Theological Studies 76(1): 148-165. 
 
10. Conclusion: Monstrous Anthropologies 
Returning to the way the course was introduced, we shall re-consider the link 
between monsters and otherness in order to bring together some of the themes we 
examined and foreground them in ‘a monstrous anthropology’ rather than an 
anthropology of monsters – an anthropology, that is, within which the anthropologist 
may have the opportunity to usurp the place of the monster. 
 
Required Reading 
Goslinga, G. 2013 ‘Spirited encounters: Notes on the politics and poetics of  
 representing the uncanny in anthropology’. Anthropological Theory 12(4): 

386-406. 
Whitehead, N. L. 2012 ‘Are We There Yet? The End of Anthropology Is Beyond The  
 Human’. In N. L. Whitehead & M. Wesch (eds), Human No More: Digital  
 Subjectivities, Unhuman Subjects, and the End of Anthropology, pp.215-228.  
 Boulder: University Press of Colorado. [e-book] 
 
Recommended Reading 
Baxstrom, R. & T. Meyers 2016 Realizing the Witch: Science, Cinema, and the  
 Mastery of the Invisible. New York: Fordham University Press. (Introduction) 

[e-book] 
Downey, G. L., J. Dumit and S. Williams 2005 ‘Cyborg anthropology’. Cultural  
 Anthropology 10(2): 264-269. 
Heijnen, A. 2005 ‘Dreams, Darkness and Hidden Spheres’: Exploring the  
 Anthropology of the Night in Icelandic Society’. Paideuma 51: 193-207. 
Strathern, M. 1987 ‘Out of Context: The persuasive fictions of anthropology’. Current  
 Anthropology 28(3): 251-281. 
Whitehead, N. L. 2009 ‘Post-Human Anthropology’. Identities: Global Studies in 

Culture and Power 16: 1-32. 
Viveiros de Castro, E. 2001 ‘GUT Feelings about Amazonia: Potential Affinity and the  
 Construction of Sociality’. In L. Rival and N. Whitehead (eds), Beyond the 

visible and the material, Oxford: Oxford University Press [e-reseve] 
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Appendix 1 – General Information 
 
 Students with Disabilities 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities (including those with specific 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia) and is working to make all its courses as 
accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means that you 
may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or exams, 
or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student Support 
Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
You can also contact the Student Disability Service, based on the University of 
Edinburgh, Third Floor, Main Library, You can find their details as well as information 
on all of the support they can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service  
 
Learning Resources for Undergraduates 

The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, 
email iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 
Discussing Sensitive Topics  

The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 
Guide to Using LEARN for Online Tutorial Sign-Up 

The following is a guide to using LEARN to sign up for your tutorial.  If you have any 
problems using the LEARN sign up, please contact the course secretary by 
email Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk . 
 
Tutorial sign up will open on Monday 16th January 2017 and will close on Friday 20th 
January 2017 at 5pm. 
 
Step 1 – Accessing LEARN course pages 
Access to LEARN is through the MyEd Portal.  You will be given a log-in and password 
during Freshers’ Week.  Once you are logged into MyEd, you should see a tab called 
‘Courses’ which will list the active LEARN pages for your courses under ‘myLEARN’. 
 
Step 2 – Welcome to LEARN 
Once you have clicked on the relevant course from the list, you will see the Course 
Content page.  There will be icons for the different resources available, including one 
called ‘Tutorial Sign Up’.  Please take note of any instructions there. 
 
Step 3 – Signing up for your Tutorial 
Clicking on Tutorial Sign Up will take you to the sign up page where all the available 
tutorial groups are listed along with the running time and location. 
 
Once you have selected the group you would like to attend, click on the ‘Sign up’ 
button. A confirmation screen will display.  
 
IMPORTANT: If you change your mind after having chosen a tutorial you cannot go 
back and change it and you will need to email the course secretary.  Reassignments 
once tutorials are full or after the sign-up period has closed will only be made in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
Tutorials have restricted numbers and it is important to sign up as soon as possible. 
The tutorial sign up will only be available until Friday 20th January 2017 so that 
everyone is registered to a group ahead of tutorials commencing in Week 2.  If you 
have not yet signed up for a tutorial by this time you will be automatically assigned to 
a group which you will be expected to attend. 
 
External Examiner 

The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: Dr Adam 
Reed, University of St Andrews. 
 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
mailto:Lauren.Ayre@ed.ac.uk


 14 

Appendix 2 - Course Work Submission and Penalties 
 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them. 
 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assess
ment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 
 

• Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission 
System (ELMA) that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong 
format, incorrect document, no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be 
applied to students work. 
 

• Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks 
will be deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a 
maximum of seven calendar days (35 marks).  Thereafter, a mark of zero 
will be recorded.  There is no grace period for lateness and penalties begin to 
apply immediately following the deadline. 
 

• Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted 
for each additional 20 words over the limit. If the limit is 1500 words then 
anything between 1501 and 1520 words will lose one point, and so on. 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word 
count. Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, 
you should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth 
and that this will be reflected in your mark. 

 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 
 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1 - 4 
 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    

If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the 
guidance on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be 
able to access the online extension request form through our webpages. 

• Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 
• Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 

coursework deadline. 
• If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 

should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for 
Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should 
also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them 
aware of your situation. 

• If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

• If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you 
potential for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension 
request for this to be taken into account. 

 
 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 
Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism  
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 
In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
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information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
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