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Assessment 
Deadlines 

 Short essay: 12 noon Monday 27 February 2017 

 Exam: To be confirmed 
 

Aims and Objectives 

What does anthropology have to say about some of the most important issues facing 
us today? Anthropologists do not just engage with small-scale exotic societies but have 
always contributed to public debates about global issues that affect us all. Focusing on 
some of these debates, this course explores the distinctive nature of social 
anthropology and its contribution to a critical understanding of an increasingly ‘shared’ 
world. We examine how concepts and ideas that have driven anthropology help us 
shed new light on debates that are at the heart of contemporary questions about how 
people live their lives and relate to each other.  
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Learning Outcomes 

Through critical debate and analysis, students will gain a clear understanding of the 
relevance of social anthropology and its findings to the resolution of important social 
and cultural issues worldwide. They will enrich their appreciation of social and cultural 
commonalities and differences both within and between nations. They will develop the 
analytical skills necessary to see the world in an anthropological way – that is, to make 
the strange familiar and the familiar strange. Along these lines, they will also develop 
the ability to apply moral and practical reasoning in culturally sensitive ways to current 
affairs, while also strengthening their own cultural self-awareness. 
 

Teaching Methods 

Lectures 

There are two 50 minute lectures every week: 
 

 Mondays & Thursdays at 16.10 – 17.00 in Lecture Hall A, David Hume Tower 
 
The lectures will outline relevant concepts, debates and ideas in anthropology for each 
topic, and will draw on from ethnographic examples from the reading list to illustrate 
them. 
 

Tutorials 

Tutorials provide an opportunity for you to discuss your own ideas and your reaction 
to the readings and lectures. The tutors will also assist you in the organisation of your 
essays and preparation for the exam at the end of the year. Several questions have 
been provided for each tutorial, and you should prepare to speak to these in relation 
to the required reading for that week. 
 
Each tutorial consists of 10-12 students. Tutorials meet weekly, starting in the second 
week of the course. Your first tutorial will take place in the Week 2 starting Monday,23 
January, 2017. 
 
Please note that pressure of work or problems of time management are not 
considered an acceptable reason for non-attendance at tutorials or for late 
submission of work. 
 
A list of tutors and contact email addresses will be made available on Learn during the 
first week of teaching. 
 

Tutorial Sign-Up 

You will be automatically assigned to a tutorial group. This allocation is done using 

Student Allocator, a tool which will randomly assign you to a suitable tutorial group 

based on your timetable. The benefits of this system are that students will be able to 

instantly view their tutorial group on their personal timetable and timetable clashes will 

be more easily avoided.   

 

Please check your timetable regularly in Week 1 to see which group you have been 

assigned. If you have any issues, please contact the course secretary. 

 

Please note that there are limited spaces in tutorial groups and there will be little room 

for movement. Any student requesting to move tutorial groups must have a valid 
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reason for doing so. 

 
Tutorial Program: What will we be doing? 
The first tutorial will provide you with essentials about the program and procedures for 
the rest of the course, and it is therefore all the more important that you do not miss it. 
 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed by: 
 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit: 

Do not exceed 
the word limit 
or penalties 

will be applied 

Weighting Submission date 
Return of 
feedback 

Essay 

1600-2000 
words max 
(excluding 

bibliography)* 

40% 

27/2/17 (all 
coursework is due 
at 12 noon on the 

date of 
submission) 

20/3/17 

Exam NA 60% 

Exam dates are 
set by Student 
Administration. 

Exam diet 
information can 

be found at: 
http://www.ed.ac.

uk/student-
administration/exa

ms/exam-diets 
Students are 

responsible for 
knowing the time, 
date and location 
of their exams. 

Dates will be 
published closer 

to the time 
Please also see 
Exam feedback 
information in 
Appendix 3. 

 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here.  
 

Essay 

You are required to write 1 (one) essay. You must submit your essay by 12 noon on 
Monday 27 February 2017. 
 
Your essay should be between 1600 - 2000 words length (excluding bibliography). You 
must provide a word count. Your essay work will cover the first part of the course – 
that is, all the essay titles reflect topics discussed up to the end of Week 4. Make sure 
you draw on examples from the course reading list in your answer: 
 

1. Are impairments always disabling?  
2. What can the study of everyday life contribute to our understanding of 

democratic politics? 
3. How have anthropologists analysed the relationship between physical borders 

and symbolic boundaries? 
4. What makes a person poor? 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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The essay will be assessed according to the following assessment criteria: 
 

a. Does the assignment address the question set, and with sufficient focus?  
b. Does the assignment show a grasp of the relevant concepts and knowledge 

from the course?  
c. Does the assignment demonstrate a logical and effective pattern of argument?  
d. Does the assignment support arguments with relevant, accurate and effective 

forms of anthropological evidence?  
e. Does the assignment demonstrate reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to 

arguments and evidence?  
f. Is the assignment adequately presented in terms of: correct referencing and 

quoting; spelling, grammar and style; layout and visual presentation?  
 
The essay is marked by your tutor. The course organiser will second-read a sample of 
essays from each tutorial group to ensure equal marking standards across tutorial 
groups. 
 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA. You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. Marked coursework, grades 
and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA. You will not receive a paper copy of 
your marked coursework or feedback. 
 

Exam 

The Examination consists of one paper and takes place at the end of the semester. It 
will provide 60% of your course mark. In your tutorials, towards the end of the course, 
you will have the opportunity to prepare for the exam by reviewing course materials, 
considering revision strategies, practicing exam questions, and so on. Details of the 
exam will be provided at a later date. 
 
Note: Registration for examinations is handled automatically by the University’s 
student record system. Details of the exam will be made available at the following link: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets . 
 

Overall Course Result 

Your final grade will be decided by your tutor, the course organiser, and the Board of 
Examiners. In the course of the tutorials you will have the opportunity to discuss criteria 
and processes of assessment. Knowing how you are being assessed ought to help 
you produce work that we will be glad to give a high mark! 
 
In order to achieve a Pass in Social Anthropology 1B students must pass the 
Examination. The pass mark is 40. Please refer to the Programme Handbook for 
further information. 
 

Resits 

The resit will consist of an examination that will run in the August resit diet. The resit 
exam will cover content from all modules of the course. 
 

Communication and Feedback 

We have a whole team available to help you with any questions or queries you may 
have about the course. In order to ensure you get the quickest response possible, 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets


 

2016-17 Social Anthropology 1B: Anthropology Matters 6 

please follow the guidelines below on who to contact for different kinds of questions, 
and the best mode of communication: 
 
If you have any problems or questions regarding the course, they should be taken first 
of all to your tutor. The easiest time to see your tutor is just before or after a tutorial. 
Tutors can be contacted via email. 
 
More serious personal problems are best dealt with by your Personal Tutor or Student 
Support Officer, who will let us know, for example, if you have been ill or, for some other 
serious reason, unable to keep up with the work for part of the course. 
 
Administrative questions to do with the course can usually be dealt with by the course 
secretary, Ewen Miller.   
 
For any other issues that cannot be resolved by your tutor or the Course Secretary e.g. 
problems to do with tutorial teaching, you can consult the Course Organiser, Dr Alice 
Street (Alice.Street@ed.ac.uk). The Course Organiser can be consulted during the 
Guidance and Feedback hours listed on the first page of this handbook. Please only 
use email for urgent queries as it is usually much more productive to discuss any issues 
in person.  
 
All students are provided with email addresses on the university system, if you are not 
sure of your address, which is based on your matric number, check your EUCLID 
database entry using the Student Portal.  
 
This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 
that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as yahoo or hotmail; it is therefore 
essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 
 
Feedback 
There are various avenues for you to provide us with feedback about the course: 
 

 At the end of each section, some tutorial time will be given over to feedback 
sessions on various aspects of the course, and the tutors will pass on your 
comments to the course organiser. 

 We will ask each tutorial group to elect a tutorial representative. Some of the 
tutorial reps will become the class representatives (their names and contact 
addresses will be posted on the Social Anthropology 1B Learn page) serving 
on the Staff-Student Liaison Committee. The Staff-Student Liaison Committee 
meets to discuss students’ ideas about the teaching of the course. Make sure 
you know who your own tutorial group representative is, as you’ll be asked to 
contribute feedback mid-semester. 

 At the end of the course, we ask all students to fill in a questionnaire about the 
various lecture blocks and other aspects of the course. We do hope you will 
take note of what you like and dislike as the course progresses, and that you 
then take the time to share your experience with us. We do our best to include 
your constructive suggestions into the program for subsequent years. 

 
Please check Learn regularly for announcements and individual messages. 
 

Reading Materials and Resource List 

 
How the reading list works: 
For each lecture there is a list of recommended readings. There are no required 
readings for the lectures. Instead, we encourage you to read as many of the readings 

mailto:Alice.Street@ed.ac.uk
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as possible before the lecture in order to familiarize yourself with the key ideas. The 
lecturer will also point you in the direction of readings that might be of particular interest 
in relation to different topics, themes and issues raised in the lecture itself.  We very 
much want you to pursue the issues that inspire you in the lectures and tutorials in the 
way you use this resource. Please also feel free to go beyond the reading list and use 
the library DiscoverEd resource to do your own literature searches.  
 
In addition to scholarly articles and book chapters, we have included public 
anthropology resources for some of the weeks to give an indication of how 
anthropologists have sought to apply their ideas and concepts to current affairs. Please 
note that these are often opinion pieces or journalism rather than peer-reviewed 
scholarship and should be referred to as such in any coursework or exam essays.  
 
Each tutorial has a single required reading. You must read this closely before the 
tutorial. When you do so please prepare to respond to the prompt questions we have 
provided for each tutorial.  
 
How to access the readings 
All books which are on the reading list for the lectures and are not available in electronic 
format should be available in the Main Library’s Reserve Reading section, on the 
ground floor. Offprints of journal articles can be downloaded electronically through the 
Library website, and many book chapters on the reading list will be available as PDFs 
linked to the Learn site for this course, or in the file cabinets in the Library’s Reserve 
Hub. We are also working with a dynamic reading list that you can find through this list: 
http://resourcelists.ed.ac.uk/index.html (search for Social Anthropology 1B and select 
from the drop-down menu).  
 
We have indicated for each reading how it can most easily be accessed. 
 
Reading Materials can be in heavy demand, so treat them kindly, use the reading room 
at off-peak times whenever possible, and return readings as soon as you have finished 
using them. 
 
Do browse through the Social Anthropology books and periodicals in the Main Library 
in George Square (mainly GN or .572, 4th floor), and especially through current, still 
unbound periodicals (1st Floor Reading Room). Where possible refer to the electronic 
journal versions, and browse electronically – see web guide at: 
 
http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/anthwebresources02.rtf 
 
and e-journals list/database at: 
 
http://tweed.lib.ed.ac.uk/ejournals/ej2.asp 
 
The following are some of the periodicals which are especially rewarding: 
 
Journals with an emphasis on public interest anthropology 
 

 Anthropology in Action 

 Anthropology Today 

 Cultural Anthropology 

 Ethnography and Education 

 Human Organization 

 Medical Anthropology 
 
Public anthropology websites 

http://resourcelists.ed.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/anthwebresources02.rtf
http://tweed.lib.ed.ac.uk/ejournals/ej2.asp
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 American Anthropological Association: http://www.aaanet.org/resources/ 

 Open Anthropology: www.aaaopenanthro.org 

 Somatosphere: www.somatosphere.net 

 Public anthropology: www.publicanthropology.net 
 
By way of introduction to the subject, you may find the following readings  
helpful:  
 

 Current Anthropology [journal] (2010) vol.51: Special Issue: Engaged 
Anthropology [E-Journal] 

 Eller, Jack D. (2015) Cultural Anthropology 101. London: Routledge [E-Book] 

 Beck, Sam, and Carl A. Maida [eds] (2013) Toward Engaged Anthropology. 
Oxford: Berghahn [E-Book] 

 Podolefsky, Aaron, Peter Brown, and Scott Lacy [eds] (2011) Applying 
Anthropology. 10th edn New York: McGraw-Hill [E-Book] 

 Coleman, Simon, Susan B. Hyatt, and Ann Kingsolver [eds] (2015) The 
Routledge Companion to Contemporary Anthropology. London: Routledge [E-
Book] 

 Bodley, John [ed] (2012) Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems. 
6th ed. Altamira Press [E-Book] 

 Eriksen, Thomas H. (2001) Small Places, Large Issues. London: Pluto [E-Book] 

 Delaney, Carol (2004) Investigating Culture: An Experiential Introduction to 
Anthropology. Oxford: Blackwell [Library HUB RESERVE] 

 Eriksen, Thomas H. (2006) Engaging Anthropology. Oxford: Berg [Main 
Library] 

 Besteman, Catherine, and Hugh Gusterson (2005) Why America’s Top Pundits 
Are Wrong: Anthropologists Talk Back. Berkeley: University of California Press 
[E-Book] 

 
As a concise overall guide to the ideas, arguments and history of Social Anthropology, 
you will also find extremely useful the Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural 
Anthropology, 2nd edition (Barnard, A. & J. Spencer 2009. London and New York: 
Routledge) [E-Book]. 
  

http://www.aaanet.org/resources/
http://www.aaaopenanthro.org/
http://www.somatosphere.net/
http://www.publicanthropology.net/
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Lecture Summary 

 

Day/Date Lecture Lecturer(s) 

Week 1: Why Anthropology Matters 

Monday, 16 
January 

1. How Anthropologists 
Think 

Alice Street, Grit Wesser, Alex 
Nading 

Thursday, 19 
January 

2. Disability Alice Street 

Week 2: Democracy 

Monday, 23 
January 

3. Post-Colonial 
Democracies 

Alice Street 

Thursday, 26 
January 

4. Post-Socialist 
Democracies 

Grit Wesser 

Week 3: Immigration 

Monday, 30 
January 

5. Migration and Borders Alice Street 

Thursday, 2 
February 

6. Multiculturalism and 
Boundaries 

Grit Wesser 

Week 4: Inequality 

Monday, 6 
February 

7. Debt Alice Street 

Thursday, 9 
February 

8. Poverty Alice Street 

Week 5: Feminism 

Monday, 13 
February 

9. What is Feminism? Grit Wesser 

Thursday, 16 
February 

10. Feminism and Religion Grit Wesser 

20-24 February: Festival of Creative Learning (no lectures/tutorials) 

Week 6: Race 

Monday, 27 
February 

11. Biology and Culture Alex Nading 

Thursday, 2 March 12. Race and Justice Alex Nading 

Week 7: Disease 

Monday, 8 March 13. Hygiene Alex Nading 

Thursday, 11 
March 

14. Contagion Alex Nading 

Week 8: Food 

Monday, 13 March 15. The Food System Alex Nading 

Thursday, 16 
March 

16. Fair Trade Alex Nading 

Week 9: Sex 

Monday, 20 March 17. Sexuality Grit Wesser 

Thursday, 23 
March 

18. Reproduction Grit Wesser 

Week 10: Anthropology Matters 

Monday, 27 March 19. Education Alice Street 

Thursday, 30 
March 

20. Exam Preparation 
Alice Street, Grit Wesser, Alex 

Nading 



 

2016-17 Social Anthropology 1B: Anthropology Matters 10 

Course Lectures and Readings 

 

Week 1: Why Anthropology Matters 
 
Lecture 1: How Anthropologists Think 
Monday 16 January 
Alice Street, Grit Wesser, Alex Nading 
 
In the first session we will ask how anthropologists think, what anthropologists do, and 
why it matters to society at large. Anthropologists are interested in understanding 
people and why they do what they do, through their everyday social relationships and 
cultural practices. They also ask how and why people do things differently in different 
places. This first lecture will explore how anthropological ways of asking and answering 
basic questions about how people live, and what matters to them, can offer a new 
perspective on some of the big social issues that dominate public debate today, from 
democracy and immigration, to inequality and race, to global disease and food 
systems.We will begin with an introduction to some key concepts (comparison, context, 
difference), before looking at some examples from public anthropology of how these 
concepts help us look at key societal challenges in fresh ways.  
 
Lecture Readings 

 Eriksen, T.H. (1995). Small Places Large Issues: An Introduction to Social 
and Cultural Anthropology. London: Pluto Press. Chapter 1 ‘Introduction: 
Comparison and Context’ p1–8. (LEARN) 

 Evans-Pritchard, E.E. (1951). Social Anthropology. London: Cohen & West 
Limited. Chapter 5 ‘Modern Anthropological Studies’ p86–108 (LEARN) 

 Fassin, Didier (2013) ‘Why ethnography matters: on anthropology and its 
publics.’ Cultural Anthropology 28,4:621-646 

 Gay Y Blasco, P. & Wardle, H. (2006). How to Read Ethnography. Taylor and 
Francis (especially Chapter 1 and Chapter 2) (E-Book) 

 Delaney, C. (2011). Investigating Culture: an experiential introduction to 
anthropology. Chichester, Wiley Blackwell (especially chapter 1). (Library hub 
reserve) 

 Haugerud, A. (2016). Public Anthropology in 2015: Charlie Hebdo, Black 
Lives Matter, Migrants, and More. American Anthropologist 118(3): 585-601. 
(E-Journal) 

 Street, A. (2015). When comparison comes first: reflections on theory in 
medical anthropology. Medical Anthropology Theory, 1(1), available online at 
http://www.medanthrotheory.org/read/4335/when-comparison-comes-first (E-
Journal) 

 
Public Anthropology 

 Cross, J. (2015). ‘Life without Light in Rural India: Why Solar Lanterns Cannot 
Compete with The Grid’, The Guardian, 4th June, 2015. 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-
network/2015/jun/04/electricity-rural-india-solar-lanterns-the-grid-energy-
access 

 Edmonds, A. (2011). ‘A Necessary Vanity’. New York Times, August 13th 
2011 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/13/a-necessary-vanity/#more-
102411 

 Tett, G. (2005). ‘Office Culture’, Financial Times, May 20th 2005. Accessible 
at: http://www.ideasbazaar.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Office-
Culture.pdf 

http://www.medanthrotheory.org/read/4335/when-comparison-comes-first
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/jun/04/electricity-rural-india-solar-lanterns-the-grid-energy-access
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/jun/04/electricity-rural-india-solar-lanterns-the-grid-energy-access
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/jun/04/electricity-rural-india-solar-lanterns-the-grid-energy-access
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/13/a-necessary-vanity/#more-102411
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/13/a-necessary-vanity/#more-102411
http://www.ideasbazaar.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Office-Culture.pdf
http://www.ideasbazaar.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Office-Culture.pdf
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 Tett, G. (2009). ‘Icebergs and Ideologies: how Information Flows Fuelled the 
Financial Crisis’. Anthropology News 50: 6–7 [E-journal]. 

 
Lecture 2: Disability 
Thursday 19 January 
Alice Street 
 
In this lecture we will continue with our exploration of how anthropologists see the 
world, by focusing one particular issue that affects us all, disability.  Campaigners have 
long argued that disability is an effect of societal norms and expectations rather than 
physical or mental inadequacy. But for many people in the UK, having a disability 
recognized by the authorities is also crucial for gaining access to the benefits, 
resources and assistance that make it possible to lead a ‘normal’ life. How is popular, 
scientific and political language around disability informed by cultural understandings 
of personhood, health and productivity? In this lecture, we begin to examine how 
classical anthropological questions about what makes someone a person, what makes 
people related, and how power shapes social relationships, can help us understand 
complex social issues. We ask how and why might disability be dealt with in different 
ways in different places and how might this make us reflect on our ideas about what a 
‘normal’ body or person is? By the end of the lecture and the readings, you should 
have a sense of how anthropologists study cultural difference and social relationships, 
and how this can inform understandings of power and inequality. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Ingstad B, Whyte SR, eds. (2007). Disability in Local and Global Worlds. 
Berkeley: Univ. Calif. Press. Introduction [LEARN] 

 Keck, V. (1999) Colder than cool: Disability and personhood among the 
Yupno in Papua New Guinea, Anthropology & Medicine, 6:2, 261-283 [E-
Journal] 

 Kulick, D., and Rydstrom, J. (2015). Loneliness and its opposite: sex, 
disability and the ethics of engagement. Durham, Duke University Press. 
Chapter 3, Page 78-118 [E-Book] 

 Livingston, J. (2005). Debility and the Moral Imagination in Botswana. Indiana 
University Press. Chapter 1. Family Matters and Money Matters. [E-Book] 

 Rapp, R., & Ginsburg, F. (2001). ‘Enabling Disability: Rewriting Kinship, 
Reimagining Citizenship.’ Public Culture, 13(3): 533-556 [E-Journal] 
Staples, J. (2011). At the Intersection of disability and masculinity: exploring 
gender and bodily difference in India. Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute 17:545-562 [E-Journal] 

 
Week 2 Tutorial: Why Anthropology Matters 
 
Required reading 

 Staples, James (2005) 'Leprosy in South India: the paradox of disablement as 
enablement.' Review of Disability Studies, 1 (4). pp. 13-28 
http://www.rds.hawaii.edu/ojs/index.php/journal/article/view/404/1240 

 
Questions 

1. Are lives limited by the physical or mental disabilities people have or by social 
perceptions of those disabilities? 

2. How might cross-cultural comparison of disability help inform the way disability 
is viewed in your society? 

3. How might a focus on social and cultural context help us understand why 
bodily differences matter or don’t matter to people? 

 

 

http://www.rds.hawaii.edu/ojs/index.php/journal/article/view/404/1240
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Week 2: Democracy 
 
Lecture 3: Post-Colonial Democracies 
Monday 23 January 
Alice Street 
 
2016 has been an extraordinary year for Western liberal democracy, leading some 
political commentators to question whether its status as a harbinger of progress, 
tolerance, and freedom is under threat.  But why is democracy considered to be good 
in the first place? Is democracy the same wherever we find it? And how does the 
meaning of this concept change as it travels to different places? There has never been 
a more important moment to ask these questions. ‘Old’ European democracies have 
often been presented as more real or ‘substantive’ than new ‘post-colonial’ 
democracies. Anthropologists challenge the normative assumptions that underpin 
such evaluative comparisons by examining the everyday social relationships that are 
involved in democratic processes around the world, what democracy means to people, 
and why it matters to them. Since its early study of ‘stateless societies’ anthropologists 
have long been concerned with systems of political organization and authority. This 
lecture introduces key anthropological approaches to political comparison, and shows 
how such approaches can help us to ask fundamental questions about the political 
systems we live and work in today.  
 
Lecture Readings 

 Comaroff, J. & Comaroff, J. (1997) Postcolonial Politics and Discourses of 
Democracy in Southern Africa: An Anthropological Reflection on African 
Political Modernities. Journal of Anthropological Research, 53(2): 123-146 [E-
Journal] 

 Karlstrom, M. 1996. Imagining Democracy: Political Culture and 
Democratisation in Buganda, Africa, 66(4):485-505 [E-Journal] 
Paley, J. (2002) Toward an Anthropology of Democracy. Annual Review of 
Anthropology, 31:469-496 [E-Journal] 

 Piliavsky, A. (2015) India’s human democracy. Anthropology Today. 31(4): 
22-25 [E-Journal] 

 Spencer, J. (2007) Anthropology, Politics and the State: Democracy and 
Violence in South Asia. Chapter 4, PP72-95. [E-Book] 

 
Public Anthropology 

 Cowen, J. (2016). On the UK Referendum. 
https://cultureandcapitalismblog.wordpress.com/2016/07/01/on-the-uk-
referendum/ 

 Reeves, M. (2016). Democracy on Speed. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1469-8676.12331/full 

 Stoller, P. (2016). The Anthropology of Trump: Myth, Illusion and Celebrity 
Culture.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-stoller/the-anthropology-of-
trump_b_9366242.html 

 
Lecture 4: Post-Socialist Democracies 
Thursday 26 January 
Grit Wesser 
 
What was the Cold War? What did its official end in 1991 mean for people on the 
socialist side of the Iron Curtain? Why were so many citizens of Eastern Bloc countries 
euphoric about the collapse of Communism but became increasingly nostalgic for their 
previous lives under a dictatorship? Has capitalist democracy not brought them the 
freedoms they had hoped for? This lecture focuses on the former ‘dictatorships of the 

https://cultureandcapitalismblog.wordpress.com/2016/07/01/on-the-uk-referendum/
https://cultureandcapitalismblog.wordpress.com/2016/07/01/on-the-uk-referendum/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1469-8676.12331/full
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-stoller/the-anthropology-of-trump_b_9366242.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-stoller/the-anthropology-of-trump_b_9366242.html
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proletariat’ of Eastern Europe and what anthropologists contribute to our 
understanding of these societies and their transformations toward democracy. We 
examine how social anthropologists’ expertise of everyday life in such countries have 
challenged macro-level analyses of the transition from state socialism to liberal 
democracy. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Berdahl, Daphne. 1999. ‘(N)Ostalgie’ for the present: Memory, longing, and 
East German things. Ethnos. 64 (2): 192-211. [E-Journal] 

 Berdahl, Daphne. 2005. The Spirit of Capitalism and the Boundaries of 
Citizenship in Post-Wall Germany. Comparative Studies in Society and 
History. 47 (2): 235-251. [E-Journal] 

 Creed, Gerald W. 1999. Deconstructing Socialism in Bulgaria. pp. 223–244 
(Chapter 7) in Michael Burawoy & Katherine Verdery (ed.) Uncertain 
Transition: Ethnographies of Change in the Postsocialist World.  Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefield. [LEARN] 

 Ghodsee, Kristen. 2011. Introduction: The Road to Bulgaria, 1983-1990, pp. 
1-20 in Lost in Transition: Ethnographies of Everyday Life after Communism. 
Durham and London: Duke University Press. [LEARN] 

 Lankauskas, Gediminas 2014. Missing Socialism Again? The Malaise of 
Nostalgia in Post-Soviet Lithuania. Pp. 35-60 (Chapter 2) in David Berliner & 
Olivia Angé (eds). Anthropology and Nostalgia. New York: Berghahn Books. 
[E-Book] 

 Verdery, Katherine. 1996. What was socialism, and why did it fall?, pp. 19-38 
(Chapter 1) in What was Socialism and what comes next?. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. [E-Book] 

 
Week 3 Tutorial: Democracy 
 
Required reading 

 Comaroff, J. & Comaroff, J. (1997) Postcolonial Politics and Discourses of 
Democracy in Southern Africa: An Anthropological Reflection on African 
Political Modernities. Journal of Anthropological Research, 53(2): 123-146 [E-
Journal] 

 
Questions: 

1. What makes democracy ‘substantive’? 
2. Is democracy always good? 
3. What is the relationship between democracy and freedom? 
4. What is distinctive about anthropological approaches to politics (e.g. in 

comparison with the other disciplines you are studying) 
 

Week 3: Immigration 
 
Lecture 5: Migration and Borders 
Monday 30 January 
Alice Street 
 
Why is movement across borders a problem? Who is and who is not an immigrant? 
What difference does it make to talk about migration rather than immigration? Or 
refugees rather than migrants? Today Europe is widely agreed to be facing a major 
‘immigration crisis’ arising from conflict and instability in the Middle East. Given 
anthropology’s origins in the study of static, homogeneous groups, it might seem a 
strange place to go for inspiration on understandings of migration. But recent 
anthropological work on borders, that explores the bureaucratic systems involved in 
processing, facilitating or preventing movement, provides important insight into the 
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making of political borders as a social and cultural process. In this lecture we examine 
the border as a constructed and contested space in order to understand how it shapes 
the everyday lives of the people who seek to cross it or maintain it. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Carsten, J (2009). Borders, Boundaries, Tradition and State on the Malaysian 
Periphery. In Wilson, T. & Donnan, H (Eds) Border Identities: Nation and 
State at International Frontiers, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (E-
Book). 

 de Leon, J. (2015). The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the 
Migrant Trail. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter 7 ‘The 
Crossing’ (LEARN) 

 Fassin, D. (2011). Policing Borders, Producing Boundaries. The 
Governmentality of Immigration in Dark Times. Annual Review of 
Anthropology, Vol. 40: 213 -226 (E-Journal) 

 Holmes, S. (2013). ‘Is it worth risking your life?’: Ethnography, risk and death 
on the U.S.-Mexico Border. Social Science and Medicine, 99:153-161 [E-
Journal] 

 Heyman, J. (2004) Ports of Entry as Nodes in the World System, Identities, 
11:3, 303-327 (E-Journal) 

 Kearny, M. (2004). The Classifying and value-filtering missions of borders. 
Anthropological Theory, 4(2): 131–156 (E-Journal) 

 Wilson, T. & Donnan, H. (2009). Nation, State and Identity at International 
Borders. In Wilson, T. & Donnan, H (Eds) Border Identities: Nation and State 
at International Frontiers, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (E-Book).  

 
Public Anthropology 

 Hussain, D. (2009). ‘Fencing off Bangladesh’, The Guardian, 5th September, 
2009. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/sep/05/bangladesh-
india-border-fence 

 Reeves, M. (2008). Materializing Borders. Anthropology News 49: 12–13. (E-
Journal) 

 
Lecture 6: Multiculturalism and Boundaries 
Thursday 2 February 
Grit Wesser 
 
What does it mean to live in a nation-state in an age of immigration? Is cultural diversity 
beneficial or does it pose a problem to the unity of the nation-state? Are different ways 
of living incompatible within one society? Immigrant cultures are often perceived as a 
threat to national culture. The concept of ‘multiculturalism’ emerged in public debates 
in the late 1960s and 1970s in countries with large immigrant populations, such as 
Canada, Australia, and the UK and revolved around integration policies that 
simultaneously affirmed respect and tolerance towards ethnic minorities. In the post 
9/11 era, however, concerns increased about immigrants’ integration into the culture 
of their host countries and many European heads of state proclaimed that 
multiculturalism has failed. This lecture explores the issues surrounding 
‘multiculturalism’ as a fuzzy concept and a political project by looking at what social 
anthropologists – as experts on ‘culture’ and ‘difference’ – understand by ‘culture’ and 
what they can contribute to such debates. Following on from the previous lecture’s 
focus on borders, we examine boundaries – markers of inclusion and exclusion. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Snel, Erik & Stock, Femke. 2008. Debating Cultural Difference: Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali on Islam and Women. Pp. 113-133 in Ralph Grillo (ed.) The Family in 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/sep/05/bangladesh-india-border-fence
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/sep/05/bangladesh-india-border-fence


 

2016-17 Social Anthropology 1B: Anthropology Matters 15 

Question: Immigrant and Ethnic Minorities in Multicultural Europe. 
Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press [E-Book] 

 Eriksen, Thomas H. 1993. A future-oriented, non-ethnic nationalism? 
Mauritius as an exemplary case. Ethnos. 58: 3-4: 197-221. [E-Journal] 

 Feldman, Gregory. 2005. Culture, State, and Security in Europe: The Case of 
Citizenship and Integration Policy in Estonia. American Ethnologist. 32 (4): 
676-694. [E-Journal] 

 Wessendorf, Susanne. 2008. Culturalist discourses on inclusion and 
exclusion: the Swiss citizenship debate. Social Anthropology 16 (2): 187-202. 
[E-Journal] 

 Baumann, Gerd. 2010. Which Cultures, What Contexts and Whose 
Accounts? Anatomies of Moral Panic in Southall, Multi-ethnic London. pp. 97–
114 (Chapter 7) in Deborah James et al. Culture Wars: Context, Models and 
Anthropologists’ Accounts. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books. [LEARN] 

 
Public Anthropology 

 Curtis, Jennifer. 2016. #BREXIT, TRUMP, AND PUBLIC ANTHROPOLOGY. 
AllegraLab.  Available here: http://allegralaboratory.net/brexit-trump-and-
public-anthropology/ 

 Stein, Felix. 2016. ANTHROPOLOGY, #BREXIT AND XENOPHOBIA IN 
EUROPE. AllegraLab.  Available here: 
http://allegralaboratory.net/anthropology-brexit-and-xenophobia-in-europe/  

 Zadeh, Joe. 2016. The Problem with the Concept of a "Good Immigrant". 
VICE http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/the-good-immigrant  

 
Week 4 Tutorial: Immigration 
 
Reading 

 Holmes, Seth M. & Castañeda, Heide. 2016. Representing the “European 
refugee crisis” in Germany and beyond: Deservingness and difference, life 
and death. American Ethnologist. 43 (1): 12-24. (E-Journal) 

 
Questions 

1. Is the distinction between borders and boundaries useful? 
2. How can ideas of symbolic difference help us understand why some people 

see the movement of people as a problem? 
3. Why is culture a political issue? 

 

Week 4: Inequality 
 
Lecture 7: Debt 
Monday 6 February 
Alice Street 
 
As young people in Britain are increasingly expected to take on substantial debt in 
order to access education and housing, it is important to examine how contemporary 
societies are shaped by debt. Why do we think debt is bad for us? What is the 
difference between a debt and a gift? Lending and borrowing – or credit and debt have 
played a central role in the history of anthropology – these exchanges can produce 
social ties and obligations, networks of trade, and the bonds of kinship. Some 
anthropologists have argued that money reduces these social ties, but others have 
shown that even on the trading floor relationships of reciprocity can emerge. 
Relationships between nation-states are also determined by credit and debt – some 
nations seek debt forgiveness, others seek to maintain their status in the global 
hierarchy by guarding their credit rating. Examining debt leads us to understand 
processes of inclusion and exclusion, hierarchy and inequality. 

http://allegralaboratory.net/brexit-trump-and-public-anthropology/
http://allegralaboratory.net/brexit-trump-and-public-anthropology/
http://allegralaboratory.net/anthropology-brexit-and-xenophobia-in-europe/
http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/the-good-immigrant
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Lecture Readings 

 Graeber, D. (2014) Debt: The First 5,000 Years. Chapter 1 ‘On the 
experience of moral confusion’ [E-Book]. 

 Ferraro, E. (2004) Owing and being in debt: a contribution from the northern 
Andes of Ecuador. Social Anthropology, 12(1): 77-94. [E-Journal] 

 Gregory, C. (2012) On money debt and morality: some reflections on the 
contribution of economic anthropology. Social Anthropology, 20(4): 380-396. 
[E-Journal] 

 Han, C. (2010) Life in Debt. Durham, Duke University Press. Chapter 1. [E-
Book] 

 Guerrin, (2014) Juggling with debt, social ties and values: the everyday use of 
microcredit in South India. Current Anthropology, 55(S9): S40-S50 [E-Journal] 

 James, D. (2015) Money from Nothing: Indebtedness and Aspiration in South 
Africa. Chapter 3 [E-Book] 

 Peebles, G. (2010) The anthropology of credit and debt. Annual Review of 
Anthropology,39:225-240 [E-Journal] 

 
Lecture 8: Poverty 
Thursday 9 February 
Alice Street 
 
Last week we asked whether there might be instances in which debt could be 
considered socially productive, and explored the relationship between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ 
debt. But no one has ever suggested that poverty could be considered ‘good’. This 
lecture asks where the idea of poverty came from, and how we know that someone is 
living in poverty. On the one hand, anthropologists have sought to speak and advocate 
for the marginalised and the poor in their work. On the other hand, they have 
questioned the ways in which measures of poverty victimise the poor, or usher in efforts 
to lift people out of poverty that are ultimately damaging for those that they target. This 
lecture presents examples from anthropologists who have studied economic 
development in developing countries, in order to show how we can be critical of ideas 
of ‘poverty’ at the same time as we can reveal the processes by which economic 
inequality is reproduced. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Green, M. (2006) Representing poverty and attacking representations: 
Perspectives on poverty from social anthropology, The Journal of 
Development Studies, 42:7, 1108-1129 (E-Journal) 

 Ferguson, J. (2015). Give a Man a Fish: Reflections on the New Politics of 
Distribution. Durham: Duke University Press (Chapter 4, ‘the social life of 
cash payments: money, markets and the mutualities of poverty). (E-Book).  

 Mosse, D. (2010). A Relational Approach to Durable Poverty, Inequality and 
Power. The Journal of Development Studies, 46(7), 1156–1178. (E-Journal)  

 Scheper-Hughes, N. (1997) Death without weeping: the violence of everyday 
life in Brazil. Chapter 5 ‘Nervoso’. [E-book] 

 Sridhar, D. 2008. The Battle against hunger: choice, circumstance and the 
World Bank. Chapter 3 ‘understanding hunger’. [E-book] 

 Tucker et al., (2011). When the Wealthy are Poor: Poverty Explanations and 
Local Perspectives in Southwestern Madagascar. American Anthropologist, 
113(2): 291–305. (E-Journal) 

 
Week 5 Tutorial: Inequality 
 
Required Reading 
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 Schwittay, A. F. (2014), Making Poverty into a Financial Problem: From 
Global Poverty Lines to Kiva.org. Journal of International Development, 26: 
508–519. (E-Journal) 

 
Questions: 

1. Is debt always bad? 
2. How is poverty related to inequality? 
3. What, if anything, is wrong with defining poverty in financial terms? 

 

Week 5: Feminism 
 
Lecture 9: What is Feminism? 
Monday 13 February 
Grit Wesser 
 
What is feminism and why is it controversial? Does feminism benefit only women? Why 
are so many young people reluctant to identify with a movement that aims at equality 
between women and men? Has feminism become outdated because we have 
eradicated those inequalities that stem from the differences between the sexes? In this 
first lecture we examine the difference between men and women and explore the 
relationship between sex and gender. Through a brief historical overview of the 
women’s rights movement, we specifically look at how the different waves of feminism 
have shaped anthropology’s work, and how anthropologists’ cross-cultural 
perspectives on gender have challenged taken-for-granted assumptions about the 
relations between women and men. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Ardener, Edwin. 1975. Belief and the Problem of Women. and The ‘Problem’ 
Revisited., pp. 1-19. In Shirley Ardener (ed) Perceiving Women. London: 
Malaby Press [LEARN] 

 Gutmann, Matthew. C. 1997. The Meanings of Macho: Changing Mexican 
Male Identities. Pp. 223-234. In Louise Lamphere et al. (ed.) Situated Lives: 
Gender and Culture in Everyday Life. New York and London: Routledge. 
[LEARN] 

 Moore, Henrietta L. 1988. Gender and Status: Explaining the Position of 
Women., pp. 12-41. In Feminism and Anthropology. South Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press. [LEARN] 

 Ortner, Sherry. 2014. Too Soon for Post-Feminism: The Ongoing Life of 
Patriarchy in Neoliberal America. History & Anthropology. 25 (4): 530-549. [E-
Journal] 

 Thin, Neil. 2012. New Gender Agendas: Feel-Good Feminism for Fun and 
Fulfilment. pp. 183-192. In Social Happiness: Theory into Policy and Practice. 
Bristol: Policy Press. [E-Book]  

 
Lecture 10: Feminism and Religion 
Thursday 16 February 
Grit Wesser 
 
Are feminism and religion fundamentally at odds? Do religious practices inherently 
oppress women? Are Muslim women subjugated by their fathers or husbands? Do 
Muslim women have to wear a headscarf? Building on the previous lecture, in this 
session we examine further feminist challenges by looking at the relationship between 
gender equality and religion, with a specific focus on Islam. We examine new feminist 
movements and feminist anthropologists’ critiques as to whether the promotion of 
gender equality always benefits all women. We question whether a universal category 
of ‘women’ as basis for a transnational feminist movement is sufficient, and critically 
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engage with the concept of ‘intersectionality’ as an approach toward an inclusive 
feminist movement. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Abu-Lughod, Leila. 2002. Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? 
Reflections on Anthropological Relativism and Its Others. American 
Anthropologist. 104 (3): 783-790. [E-Journal] 

 Brenner, Suzanne. 2011. Private Moralities in the Public Sphere: 
Democratization, Islam, and Gender in Indonesia. American Anthropologist. 
113 (3): 478-490. [E-Journal] 

 Channell, Emily. 2014. Is sextremism the new feminism? Perspectives from 
Pussy Riot and Femen. Nationalities Papers. 42 (4): 611–614. [E-Journal] 

 Jacobsen, Christine. 2011. Troublesome Threesome: Feminism, 
Anthropology and Muslim Women’s Piety. Feminist Review. 98: 65-82. [E-
Journal] 

 O’Keefe, Theresa. 2014. My body is my manifesto! SlutWalk, FEMEN and 
femmenist protest. Feminist Review. 107: 1-19. [E-Journal] 

 
Week 6 Tutorial: Feminism 
 
Required Reading 

 Abu-Lughod, Lila. 2010. The Active Social Life of “Muslim Women's Rights”: A 
Plea for Ethnography, Not Polemic, with Cases from Egypt and Palestine. 
Journal of Middle East Women's Studies. 6 (1): 1-45 [E-journal]. 

 
Questions 

1 Can a transnational women’s rights movement ever work successfully 
toward gender equity? 

2 If you were working at a women’s rights NGO what are the issues you would 
have to consider to make the NGO’s work successful? 

3 What does Abu-Lughod suggest as the most productive way of studying 
Muslim women’s rights ethnographically and why? 

 

Week 6: Race 
 
Lecture 11: Biology and Culture 
Monday 27 February 
Alex Nading 
 
What is race? Is it a fact based in biology or an idea rooted in politics and history? 
Might it be both? Or neither? Anthropologists have been at the forefront of the effort to 
debunk the idea that race is a ‘natural’ feature of humanity; however, critical 
approaches to race have changed over the course of the life of the discipline. For much 
of the 20th century, race was critiqued by social anthropologists on the grounds that it 
was merely a ‘cultural construction.’ More recently, social anthropologists have begun 
to reckon with the idea that ideas about race might actually have biological 
consequences. This lecture will review some of the major approaches to race in 
anthropology before discussing the ways that genetics and biology have recently re-
emerged in critical approaches.  
 
Lecture Readings 

 Fuentes, Agustin. 2012. The Myth of Race, Chapter 4 in Race, Monogamy, 
and Other Lies They Told You. Berkeley: University of California Press. [E-
Book] 
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 Gravlee, Clarence. 2009. How race becomes biology: Embodiment of social 
Inequality. American Journal of Physical Anthropology 139: 47–57. [E-
Journal] 

 TallBear, Kim. 2009. DNA and Native American Identity. In Indivisible: 
African-Native American Lives in the Americas, ed. Gabrielle Tayac. 
Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. 
[available at 
http://www.kimtallbear.com/uploads/5/3/1/5/5315525/tallbear_2009_nmai_ess
ay.pdf] 

 Gregory, Stephen. 2003. Men in Paradise: Sex Tourism and the Political 
Economy of Masculinity. in Race, Nature, and the Politics of Difference. 
Donald Moore, Jake Kosek, and Anand Pandian, eds. Durham: Duke 
University Press, 323–356. [E-Book] 

 Ventura Santos, Ricardo. 2003. Indigenous Peoples, Changing Social and 
Political Landscapes, and Human Genetics in Amazonia, in Genetic 
Nature/Culture: Anthropology and Science Beyond the Two Culture Divide. 
Alan Goodman, Deborah Heath, and Susan Lindee, eds. Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 23-40. [E-Book] 

 
Lecture 10: Race and Justice 
Thursday 2 March 
Alex Nading 
 
This lecture will examine anthropological approaches to racial justice. The epidemic of 
extrajudicial execution of African-Americans by police and differential exposure to 
environmental hazards have led to new forms of social justice. This lecture will discuss 
how anthropologists have engaged those movements, whether as experts or as critics. 
Particular attention will be paid to the #blacklivesmatter movement and to longstanding 
struggles for environmental justice in the United States. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Bonilla, Yarimar and Jonathan Rosa. 2015. #Ferguson: Digital protest, 
hashtag ethnography, and the racial politics of social media in the United 
States. American Ethnologist 42(1): 4–17. [E-Journal] 

 Kosek, Jake. 2006. Smokey Bear is a White Racist Pig, Chapter 5 in 
Understories. Durham: Duke University Press. [E-Book] 

 Mullings, Leith. 2005. Interrogating Racism: Toward an antiracist 
anthropology. Annual Review of Anthropology 34: 667–693. [E-Journal] 

 Thomas, Deborah and Kamari Clarke. 2013.  “Globalization and 
Race:  Structures of Inequality, New Sovereignties, and Citizenship in a 
Neoliberal Era.”  Annual Review of Anthropology 42: 305-325. [E-Journal] 

 
Public Anthropology 

 Cole, Teju. 2012. The White Savior Industrial Complex. Atlantic Monthly 
online: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-
savior-industrial-complex/254843/ [blog post] 

 The journal Cultural Anthropology has published a series of short, accessible 
essays on #blacklivesmatter and police violence: 
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/696-blacklivesmatter-anti-black-racism-police-
violence-and-resistance [Free Online Blog Post] 

 
Week 7 Tutorial: Race 
 
Required Reading 

http://www.kimtallbear.com/uploads/5/3/1/5/5315525/tallbear_2009_nmai_essay.pdf
http://www.kimtallbear.com/uploads/5/3/1/5/5315525/tallbear_2009_nmai_essay.pdf
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/696-blacklivesmatter-anti-black-racism-police-violence-and-resistance
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/696-blacklivesmatter-anti-black-racism-police-violence-and-resistance
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 Checker, Melissa. 2004. ‘We all have identity at the table:' Negotiating 
difference in a southern African-American Environmental Justice Network. 
Identities. 11: 171–194. [E-Journal] 

 
Questions 

1. Is race a valid category for analyzing difference? Why or why not?  
2. How does the meaning of race change with social or cultural context?  
3. What is the relationship between race, gender, nationality, and social class as 

forms of difference?   
4. In what ways might thinking about race change the terms of public debate on 

the environment, human rights, or sexuality? 
 

Week 7: Disease 
 
Lecture 13: Hygiene 
Monday 8 March 
Alex Nading 
 
This lecture will discuss how states have tried to regulate hygiene in a variety of 
historical and contemporary contexts. It will discuss the relationship between 
cleanliness and power, as well as the political role played by sanitary infrastructure 
across time. More specifically, the lecture will build on the previous weeks’ readings to 
examine the racial, gendered, and class politics of defecation, washing, and self-care. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Doron, Assa and Ira Raja. 2015. The cultural politics of shit: class, gender, 
and public space in India. Postcolonial Studies 18: 189–207. [E-Journal] 

 Anderson, Warwick. 1995. Excremental Colonialism: Public Health and the 
Poetics of Pollution. Critical Inquiry 41: 640–669. [E-Journal] 

 Frerichs, Ralph. 2016. Deadly River: Cholera and Cover-Up in Post-
Earthquake Haiti. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. [E-Book] 

 Nations, Marilyn and Cristina Monte. 1996. ‘I’m Not a Dog, No!’ Cries of 
Resistance against cholera control campaigns. Social Science & Medicine 43: 
1007-1024. [E-Journal] 

 Briggs, Charles. 2003. Why Nation States and Journalists Can’t Teach 
People to Be Healthy: Power and Pragmatic Miscaluculation in Public 
Discourses on Health. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 17: 287-321 [E-
journal]. 

 Cross, Jamie and Alice Street. 2009. Anthropology at the Bottom of the 
Pyramid. Anthropology Today 25: 4-9 [E-journal]. 

 
Lecture 14: Contagion 
Thursday 9 March 
Alex Nading 
 
How do people confront and make meaning out of infectious diseases?  This lecture 
examines anthropological studies of ebola, zika, malaria, and other global 
pandemics.  The discussion this week will build on our previous discussion of security 
and borders to address the political and social challenges presented by contagion.  It 
will also extend the previous lecture’s discussion of infrastructure to illustrate how 
anthropological analysis can be critical of global health interventions while also 
contributing to them. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Koch, Erin. 2006. Beyond suspicion: Evidence (un)certainty, and tuberculosis 
in Georgian prisons. American Ethnologist 33: 50–62. [E-Journal] 
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 Farmer, Paul. 1999. Immodest claims of causality: Social science and the 
‘new’ tuberculosis, Chapter 9 in Infections and Inequalities: The Modern 
Plagues. Berkeley: University of California Press. [E-Book] 

 Briggs, Charles, and Clara Mantini-Briggs. 2003. Stories in the Time of 
Cholera: Racial Profiling in a Medical Nightmare. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. [E-Book] 

 Janes, Craig, Kitty Corbett, James Jones, and James Trostle. 2012. 
“Emerging Infectious Diseases: The Role of the Social Sciences.” Lancet 380, 
no. 9857: 1884–86. [E-Journal] 

 Limn issue, 5, “Ebola’s Ecologies.” Please read all the articles (they are 
short!) http://limn.it/issue/05/. (Pay particular attention to the introduction and 
the essays by MacPhail, Lauchenal, King, Kelly, and Nguyen and Le Marcis.)  

 
Public Anthropology 

 Somatosphere.org series ‘Ebola Fieldnotes” 
(http://somatosphere.net/series/ebola-fieldnotes) 

 
Week 8 Tutorial: Disease 
 
Reading 

 Benton, Adia. 2014. Race and the Immuno-Logics of Ebola Response in West 
Africa. Somatosphere September 19. http://somatosphere.net/2014/09/race-
and-the-immuno-logics-of-ebola-response-in-west-africa.html. [Online Journal 
Article.] 

 
Questions 

1. How does disease differ from disability, which we discussed in Tutorial 2?  
2. What does it mean to be clean or dirty, and how is this meaning connected to 

systems of power?  
3. How have ideas of purity, pollution, and infection been linked to culture during 

the Ebola epidemic? 
4. How and why is difference important for understanding contemporary global 

epidemics? 
5. In what ways do you think that the experience of global infectious diseases 

bring people of different nationalities, ethnicities, or social groups together? In 
what ways do they drive them apart? 

 

Week 8: Food 
 
Lecture 15: The Food System 
Monday 13 March 
Alex Nading 
 
Where does food come from, and why does it matter? This lecture will explore how 
animals and plants get into our plates. Building on classic anthropological ideas about 
the categorical differences between the raw, the cooked, and the rotten, we will 
consider how questions of risk and nutrition become mobilized at global and local 
scales.  We will then discuss anthropological work on industrial farms, community 
gardens, and the “local” or craft food movement.  
 
Lecture Readings 

 Gewertz, Deborah and Frederick Errington. 2008. Pacific island gastrologies: 
Following the Flaps. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 14(3): 
590–608. [E-Journal] 

http://limn.it/issue/05/
http://somatosphere.net/series/ebola-fieldnotes
http://somatosphere.net/2014/09/race-and-the-immuno-logics-of-ebola-response-in-west-africa.html
http://somatosphere.net/2014/09/race-and-the-immuno-logics-of-ebola-response-in-west-africa.html
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 Mintz, Sidney. 2012. Time, sugar, and sweetness, in C. Counihan and P. van 
Esterik, eds. Food and Culture: A Reader. New York: Taylor and Francis, pp. 
91–103. [E-Book] 

 Holmes, S. 2013. Fresh Fruit: Broken Bodies. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. [E-Book] 

 Paxson, Heather. 2010. Cheese cultures: Transforming American tastes and 
traditions. Gastronomica: The Journal of Food and Culture. 10: 35–47. [E-
Journal] 

 Pachirat, Timothy. 2011. Every Twelve Seconds: Industrialized Slaughter and 
the Politics of Sight. New Haven: Yale University Press, chapter 1 “Hidden in 
Plain Sight.” [E-Book] 

 Solomon, H. (2015) Unreliable Eating: Patterns of Food Adulteration in Urban 
India. BioSocieties 10, 177-193. [E-Journal] 

 
Lecture 16: Fair Trade 
Thursday 16 March 
Alex Nading 
 
How well do notions of fairness, dignity, and ethics travel across contexts?  How do 
fair trade movements mobilize ideas about culture, gender, and power?  What do these 
movements mean to laborers?  This lecture will feature case studies of fair trade coffee 
in Latin America, tea in India, and attempts to create fair trade networks for other 
products. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Bacon, Christopher. 2010. Who decides what is fair in fair trade? The agri-
environmental governance of standards, access, and price. Journal of 
Peasant Studies 37: 111–147. [E-Journal] 

 Besky, Sarah. 2008. Can a plantation be fair?  Paradoxes and possibilities in 
Fair Trade Darjeeling tea certification. Anthropology of Work Review 29: 1–9. 
[E-Journal] 

 Luetchford, Peter. 2006. Brokering Fair Trade: relations between coffee 
cooperatives and alternative trade organizations - a view from Costa Rica In: 
Lewis, David and Mosse, David, eds. Development Brokers and Translators: 
the Ethnography of Aid and Agencies. Kumarian Press, pp. 127-148. [Book 
Chapter] 

 Lyon, Sarah. 2015. The Hidden Labor of Fair Trade. Labor: Working Class 
History of the Americas 12(1-2): 159-176. [E-Journal] 

 Lyon, Sarah and Mark Moberg, eds. Fair Trade and Social Justice: Global 
Ethnographies. New York: NYU Press. [E-Book] 

 Roseberry, William. 1996. The Rise of Yuppie Coffees and the Reimagination 
of Class in the United States. American Anthropologist 98: 762-775. [E-
Journal] 

 Wilson, Bradley and Joe Curnow. 2013. Solidarity™: Student Activism, 
Affective Labor, and the Fair Trade Campaign in the United States. Antipode 
45: 565-583. [E-Journal] 

 
Week 9 Tutorial: Food 
 
Required Reading 

 Guthman, Julie. 2008. Bringing good food to others: Investigating the subjects 
of alternative food practice. Cultural Geographies 15 (4): 431-447 [E-journal]. 

 
Questions 

1. What makes good food good?  
2. How do class and race shape food systems and food consumption choices? 
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3. Are there limits to the capacity of money to make farmers’ lives better?  
4. How might you explain the pros and cons of the fair trade, organic, or local food 

movements to a friend after this week’s readings?  

 
Week 9: Sex 
 
Lecture 17: Sexuality 
Thursday 20 March 
Grit Wesser 
 
Are sex and sexuality the same? What is the relationship between sexual practice and 
gender? Does education on or knowledge about ‘safe sex’ lead people to practicing 
‘safe sex’? Do people’s moral ideals of fidelity match their actual sexual practices? In 
this lecture we examine how cross-cultural research on sexuality complicates 
Europeans and North Americans’ understanding of gender categories. We explore how 
social anthropologists’ research on people’s cross-culturally varying understanding of 
themselves as sexual beings and their sexual practices matters in addressing global 
health issues, such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  
 
Lecture Readings 

 Kulick, Don 1997. The Gender of Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes. 
American Anthropologist. 99 (3): 574-585. [E-Journal] 

 Blackwood, Evelyn. 1998. Tombois in West Sumatra: Constructing 
Masculinity and Erotic Desire. Cultural Anthropology. 13(4): 491-521. [E-
Journal] 

 Boyce, Paul. 2007. ‘Conceiving Kothis’: Men Who Have Sex with Men in India 
and the Cultural Subject of HIV Prevention. Medical Anthropology. 26 (2): 
175-203. [E-Journal] 

 Flood, Michael. 2003. Lust, trust and latex: Why young heterosexual men do 
not use condoms. Culture, Health & Sexuality 5 (4): 353-369. [E-Journal] 

 Hirsch, Jennifer. 2015. Desire across borders: markets, migration, and marital 
HIV risk in rural Mexico. Culture, Health & Sexuality. 17 (sup1): 20-33. [E-
Journal] 

 
Lecture 18: Reproduction 
Thursday 23 March 
Grit Wesser 
 
Why do private sexual practices between two consenting adults become concerns for 
public debate on morality and family ideals? Why and in what ways do nation-states 
control their citizen’s bodies? In this lecture we examine how the gendered body has 
been controlled by nation-states and similar powerful institutions. Procreation not only 
produces a new life and creates a family, it also reproduces the nation. Thus having 
sex (with whom, when, and to what ends) has long been the subject to moral, ethical, 
and legal discourses and interventions. We look at some of such cases and how 
assisted reproductive technologies (ARTs), through disassociating sex from 
reproduction, have produced new possibilities and concerns in the relations between 
people, kinship, and nation-states. 
  
Lecture Readings 

 Allison, J. 2010. Contested Change and Choice: Infertility in Ireland. Journal 
of the Society for the Anthropology of Europe. 10 (2): 4–17. [E-Journal] 

 Carsten, Janet. 2004. Introduction: After Kinship? Pp. 1-30 in After Kinship. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [E-book] 
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 Inhorn, Marcia C. 2011. Globalization and gametes: reproductive ‘tourism,’ 
Islamic bioethics, and Middle Eastern modernity. Anthropology & Medicine. 
18 (1): 87-103. [E-Journal] 

 Mishtal, J. 2009. Matters of “Conscience”: The Politics of Reproductive 
Healthcare in Poland. Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 23 (2): 161–183. [E-
Journal] 

 Scalco, P. D. 2016. Politics of Chastity: Marriageability and Reproductive 
Rights in Turkey. Social Anthropology. 24 (3): 324-337. [E-Journal] 

 
Week 10 Tutorial: Sex 
 
Reading 

 Deomampo, Daisy. 2015. Defining Parents, Making Citizens: Nationality and 
Citizenship in Transnational Surrogacy. Medical Anthropology. 34 (3): 210-
225 [E-journal]. 

 
Questions 

1 What are people’s motivations for seeking access to ARTs abroad instead of 
their home country? 

2 In what ways does the use of ARTs challenge but also reinforce notions of 
biological kinship? 

3 Why and in what different ways is motherhood important for claims on 
citizenship? 

 

Week 10: Anthropology Matters 
 
Lecture 19: Education 
Monday 27 March 
Alice Street 
 
This week’s lectures are an opportunity to reflect on the cross cutting themes from the 
course. We will return to some of the key questions with which we began: What do 
anthropologists do? What kinds of questions do they ask? How do they know the 
world? The first lecture will reflect on those questions by tackling a topic that is close 
to home – education. It makes sense to use the new analytic tools this course has 
given us to reflect on what we are all doing here. Universities in the UK are currently 
undergoing a dramatic restructuring of funding and regulation, with ideas about student 
‘choice’ and employability at their heart. Over the past year, University education has 
also become an overtly political topic: newspapers have seized on Brexit statistics that 
suggest leavers are less likely to hold a university degree; University academics are 
up in arms about new Prevent legislation that some argue requires us to act as security 
officials; the ‘decolonising the academy’ campaign has raised questions about free 
speech and diversity in the academy. This lecture looks at some classic 
anthropological studies of education to see how they can help us make sense of how 
universities are changing and how we might understand the implications of those 
changes for what ‘an education’ means and the kind of value it holds. 
 
Lecture Readings 

 Cross, J. (2009). From dreams to discontent: Educated young men and the 
politics of work at a Special Economic Zone in Andhra Pradesh. Contributions 
to Indian Sociology, 43(3), 351–79 [E-journal]. 

 Jeffrey, C., Jeffery, P., & Jeffery, R. (2005). When schooling fails: Young 
men, education and low-caste politics in rural north India. Contributions to 
Indian Sociology, 39(1), 1–38 [E-journal]. 

 Heatherington, T. (2016). Anthropologists in/of the neoliberal academy. 
Anuac, 5(1), 41-90 (see all contributions to this special forum) (E-JOURNAL) 
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 Mills, D. (2004). The 'New' African Higher Education? African affairs, 
Vol.103(413): 667. (review article) (E-JOURNAL) 

 Shore, C., & Wright, S. (1999). Audit Culture and Anthropology : Neo-
Liberalism in British Higher Education. Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute, 5(4), 557–575 [E-journal]. 

 Willis, P. E. (1977). LEARNing to labor: How working class kids get working 
class jobs. Columbia University Press. (Main Library, HUB Reserve).  

 Willis, P. (2003). Foot soldiers of modernity: The dialectics of cultural 
consumption and the 21st-century school. Harvard Educational Review, 
73(3), 390-415. (E-JOURNAL) 

 
Other Resources 

 Collini, S. (2016). Who are the spongers now? London Review of Books Vol. 
38 No. 2 ·21 January 2016, pages 33-37. Available at: 
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n02/stefan-collini/who-are-the-spongers-now 

 Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, (2015). Fulfilling Our 
Potential: Teaching Excellence, Social Mobility and Student Choice. Available 
at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/474227/BIS-15-623-fulfilling-our-potential-teaching-excellence-social-
mobility-and-student-choice.pdf 

 
Lecture 20: Exam Preparation 
Thursday 30 March 
 
We will use this class to explore the cross-cutting themes that have run through the 
course, and to draw connections between the different lectures. We will show how 
classical anthropological questions about economics, politics, kinship and religion, lie 
at the heart of the discussions we have had each week, and, using current affairs from 
the week’s news, discuss how an anthropological approach might be applied to any 
contemporary public debates. Last, we will discuss revision strategies, and how you 
can best prepare for the exam.  
 
Week 11 Tutorial: Exam Revision 
 
  

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n02/contents
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n02/contents
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n02/stefan-collini/who-are-the-spongers-now
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/474227/BIS-15-623-fulfilling-our-potential-teaching-excellence-social-mobility-and-student-choice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/474227/BIS-15-623-fulfilling-our-potential-teaching-excellence-social-mobility-and-student-choice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/474227/BIS-15-623-fulfilling-our-potential-teaching-excellence-social-mobility-and-student-choice.pdf
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Appendix 1: General Information 

 

Students with Disabilities 

If you are a student with a disability (including those with specific learning difficulties 
such as dyslexia), you should get in touch with the Student Disabilities Service as soon 
as possible.  You can find their details as well as information on all of the support they 
can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service 
 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities and is working to make all its 
courses as accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means 
that you may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or 
exams, or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student 
Support Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
Further guidance and information for Students with Disabilities can also be found in 
your Programme Handbook. 
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 

The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, email 
iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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Discussing Sensitive Topics 

The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this Course Guide 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course convenor and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling   
 

Tutorial Sign-up 

You will be automatically assigned to a Tutorial group. This allocation is done using 
Student Allocator a tool which will randomly assign you to a suitable tutorial group 
based on your timetable. The benefits of this system are that students will be able to 
instantly view their tutorial group on their personal timetable and timetable clashes 
will be more easily avoided.   
 
Please check your timetable regularly in week 1 to see which group you have been 
assigned. Guidance on how to view your personal timetable can be found at 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/timetabling/students/my-timetable 
 
If you have any issues, please contact the Course Secretary. 
 

External Examiner 

The External Examiner for Years 1 and 2 of the Social Anthropology programme is Dr 
Martin Webb, Goldsmiths University of London. 
 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/timetabling/students/my-timetable
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Appendix 2: Course Work Submission and Penalties 

 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them 

 
There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
  
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 

 Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission 
System (ELMA) that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong 
format, incorrect document, no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be 
applied to students work. 
 

 Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks 
will be deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a 
maximum of seven calendar days (35 marks). Thereafter, a mark of zero 
will be recorded. There is no grace period for lateness and penalties begin to 
apply immediately following the deadline. 
 

 Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted 
for each additional 20 words over the limit. If the limit is 1500 words then 
anything between 1501 and 1520 words will lose one point, and so on. 
 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word 
count. Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
 

You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit. However, 
you should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth 
and that this will be reflected in your mark. 

 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 

 
Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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Extensions: New policy-applicable for years 1 -4 

 
From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    

If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the 
guidance on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be 
able to access the online extension request form through our webpages. 

 Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 

 Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 
coursework deadline. 

 If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 
should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for 
Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should 
also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them 
aware of your situation. 

 If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

 If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you 
potential for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension 
request for this to be taken into account. 

 

Exam Feedback and Viewing Exam Scripts 

General exam feedback will be provided for all courses with an examination.  General 
feedback will be uploaded to the relevant course learn page within 24 hours of the 
overall marks for the course being returned to Students.  
 
Students who sit the exam will also receive individual feedback. The relevant Course 
Secretary will contact students to let them know when this is available and how to 
access it.  
 
If students wish to view their scripts for any reason, they must contact the relevant 
Course Secretary via email to arrange this. 
 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 

Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
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will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/conduct/academic-misconduct/what-

is-academic-misconduct 
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 

In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 
Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 
 
 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/conduct/academic-misconduct/what-is-academic-misconduct
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/conduct/academic-misconduct/what-is-academic-misconduct
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents

