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What is Social Anthropology? 

Social Anthropology is the comparative study of human conduct and thought in their 

social context. Societies around the world vary enormously in their social, cultural and 

political forms, and their individual members display an initially overwhelming diversity 

of ideas and behaviour. The study of these variations, and the common humanity which 

underlies them and renders them intelligible to sympathetic outsiders, lies at the heart 

of Social Anthropology. Anthropologists acquire their information through a distinctive 

method termed ‘participant observation’. This means that they spend many months or 

even years living among the people with whom they are researching, sharing their 

experiences as far as possible, and hence attempting to gain a well-rounded 

understanding of that society and of the activities and opinions of its members.  

http://www.ials.ed.ac.uk/Crest1.gif
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Aims and Objectives 

This course is intended as an introduction to social anthropology – taking as its central 

theme and organising structure the life course from birth to death, conceived in very 

broad terms. As well as encompassing life crisis moments and rituals of birth, marriage, 

and death, the course includes such themes as gender, personhood, work and making 

a living, the house, consumption and exchange, health, and the body. It begins with a 

brief consideration of what anthropologists do – thinking about participant observation 

and fieldwork; and it ends with a brief discussion of how anthropological subjects are 

placed – and place themselves – in history. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Through an appreciation of the cultural diversity underlying the life course across the 

world, students will gain a broad appreciation of both the difficulties and possibilities 

inherent in the comparative study of different societies and cultures. They will be able 

to draw out contrasts and similarities in life course processes and events between their 

own and other societies – recognising the particularities of these societies and 

engaging reflectively with the value of their own cultural and social context. They will 

be aware of key anthropological concepts and concerns in the study of birth, initiation, 

marriage, and death, and will be in a position to appreciate the significance of these 

concerns in a way that contributes to a critical and informed understanding of the 

contemporary world. Last, but not least, they will be well prepared for further study in 

Social Anthropology and related disciplines. 

 

Transferable Skills 

While studying Social Anthropology, students will be encouraged to gain or further 

develop a range of other useful skills: 

 

 Reading and writing skills – exercising and improving their skills in reading 

unfamiliar and often complex material, students are expected to order their own 

arguments and present them in the form of written essays. Returned with 

comments, these essays will form an important part of the overall assessment. 

 Oral skills – developing further their skills in communicating complex material in 

a clear and engaging way, students are expected to participate in the tutorial 

discussions which are focused on the oral presentation of sophisticated 

arguments and debates. 

 Bibliographical skills – in presenting their written and oral work, students are 

expected to learn how to use the various libraries at the University and to 

familiarize themselves with the ways in which bibliographical information should 

be compiled, edited and presented. 

 Using the internet – becoming accustomed to accessing relevant web sites (both 

in the context of tutorial discussions and the writing of essays) constitutes an 

important part of this course. 

 

Teaching Methods 

 

Lectures 

There are two 50 minute lectures every week: 
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 Mondays 16.10 – 17.00 in George Square Lecture Theatre 

 Fridays 16.10 – 17.00 in Lecture Theatre A, David Hume Tower Lecture 

Theatres, George Square. 

 

The lectures will trace the events and processes of the human life course as they are 

experienced and understood in different cultures and have been analysed by 

anthropologists, beginning with conception and birth, and going on to childhood, 

initiation rituals, adulthood, marriage, old age, and death. We will examine some 

classic examples from the anthropological canon as well as more recent case studies. 

 

The lectures will be delivered by: 

 

Dr Stefan Ecks (Course Organiser): Stefan.Ecks@ed.ac.uk  

Dr Casey High: Casey.High@ed.ac.uk  

Dr Magnus Course: Magnus.Course@ed.ac.uk  

 

Tutorials 

Tutorials provide an opportunity for you to discuss your own ideas and your reaction 

to the readings and lectures. The tutors will also assist you in the organisation of your 

essays and preparation for the exam at the end of the year. 

 

Each tutorial consists of 10-12 students. Tutorials meet weekly, starting in the second 

week of the course. Your first tutorial will take place in the week starting Monday, 26 

September 2016. 

 

Please note that pressure of work or problems of time management are not 

considered an acceptable reason for non-attendance at tutorials or for late 

submission of work. 

 

A list of tutors and contact email addresses will be made available on Learn during the 

first week of teaching. 

 

Tutorial Sign-Up 

You will be automatically assigned to a tutorial group in Week 1. This allocation is done 

using Student Allocator, a tool which will randomly assign you to a suitable tutorial 

group based on your timetable. The benefits of this system are that students will be 

able to instantly view their tutorial group on their personal timetable and timetable 

clashes will be more easily avoided.   

 

Please check your timetable regularly in Week 1 to see which group you have been 

assigned. If you have any issues, please contact the course secretary. 

 

Please note that there are limited spaces in tutorial groups and there will be little room 

for movement. Any student requesting to move tutorial groups must have a valid 

reason for doing so. 

 

Tutorial Program: What will we be doing? 

The first tutorial will provide you with essentials about the program and procedures for 

the rest of the course, and it is therefore all the more important that you do not miss it.  

 

mailto:Stefan.Ecks@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Casey.High@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Magnus.Course@ed.ac.uk
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Tutorials have a flexible format, but they do follow a pre-defined course of work. In 

order to gain a basic understanding of Social Anthropology and to have the opportunity 

to discuss the lecture/reading material, tutorial work will closely follow the discussion 

topics as specified in this course guide. Attention will also be paid to developing the 

necessary writing and bibliographical skills ensuring that all students can research, 

write and present essays effectively. In addition, guided by past years’ final exam 

papers, tutorials will help you prepare for the exam. 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed by: 

 

Assessment 

Word count 
limit: 

Do not exceed 
the word limit 
or penalties 

will be applied 

Weighting Submission date 
Return of 
feedback 

Essay 

1500-2000 
words max 
(word count 

includes 
footnote/ 

endnotes, but 
excludes 

bibliography)* 

40% 

2/11/16 (all 
coursework is due 
at 12 noon on the 

date of 
submission) 

23/11/16 

Exam NA 60% 

Exam dates are 
set by Student 
Administration. 

Exam diet 
information can 

be found at: 
http://www.ed.ac.

uk/student-
administration/exa

ms/exam-diets 
Students are 

responsible for 
knowing the time, 
date and location 
of their exams. 

Dates will be 
published closer 

to the time 
Please also see 
Exam feedback 
information in 
Appendix 3. 

 
Note: All coursework is submitted electronically through ELMA. Please read the School 
Policies and Coursework Submission Procedures which you will find here. 

 

Essay 

You are required to write 1 (one) essay. You must submit your essay by 12 noon on 

Wednesday, 2 November, 2016. 

 

Your essay should be between 1500-2000 words length (excluding bibliography). You 

must provide a word count. The essay titles detailed in Appendix 1. Your essay work 

will cover the first part of the course – that is, all the essay titles reflect topics discussed 

up to the end of Week 4. 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
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The essay is marked by your tutor. The course organiser will second-read a sample of 

essays from each tutorial group to ensure equal marking standards across tutorial 

groups. 

 

Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA. You 

will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. Marked coursework, grades 

and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA. You will not receive a paper copy of 

your marked course work or feedback. 

 

Full instructions on how to do this are available in Appendix 3 of this handbook.  

 

Referencing and Bibliography 

References and bibliography should follow the author-date system. For example, in 

the body of an essay: 

 

 Single author’s quotation or idea referred to: (Smith 1989: 213) 

 Two authors, more than one page: (Johnson & Margolin 1990: 245-247) 

 Several authors: (Kennedy et al 1994: 156) 

 Citation of another author’s work in a secondary text: (Baxter 1982 cited in 

Comaroff 1988: 16) 

 

In your bibliography follow these guidelines: 

 

For a book by one author: 

Smith, J. G. 1989 The Anthropologist as Apprentice: Lessons from the Field, 

London: Vertigo Press. 

 

For two authors, a chapter in a book: 

Johnson, M. & P. Margolin 1990 'Children at risk' In The Problems of Children on 

the Streets in Brazil (ed) J Butterfield. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 

 

For a journal article 

Simpson, B. 1994 'Bringing the "unclear" family into focus: divorce and 

remarriage in contemporary Britain' Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 

29: 831-851. 

 

Long quotations (more than 4 lines) should be indented with no quotation marks; 

shorter quotations should be incorporated in the main text with single quotation marks. 

Author’s name, etc., should appear at end of quote before the full stop. 

 

For more information on the format of citations and bibliographic entries see: 

http://www.citethemrightonline.com/#  

 

Assessment Criteria 

The essay will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
 

 Development and coherence of arguments 

 Use of supporting evidence, including evidence of ethnographic observation  

 Demonstration of an advanced and critical understanding of relevant key 
debates examined on the course, including reference to at least three articles on 

http://www.citethemrightonline.com/
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the reading list 

 Degree of reflexivity and critical thinking in relation to arguments and evidence 

 Drawing together major arguments by way of conclusion in relation to the 
assignment 

 Formal presentation of report: correct referencing and quoting; spelling, grammar 
and style; layout and visual presentation. 

 
In assessing coursework there will be greater emphasis on the breadth of material, 
more engagement with the literature and a more refined presentation. Exams require 
more concise and focused answers, with less emphasis on the literature incorporated, 
or on sophisticated expression and presentation. 
 
Please refer to the assessment and submission procedure information which you will 
find Appendix 3. 
 

Exam 

The Examination consists of one paper and takes place at the end of the semester. It 
will provide 60% of your course mark. In your tutorials, towards the end of the course, 
you will have the opportunity to prepare for the exam by reviewing course materials, 
considering revision strategies, practicing exam questions, and so on. Details of the 
exam will be provided at a later date. 
 
Note: Registration for examinations is handled automatically by the University’s 
student record system. Details of the exam will be made available at the following link: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets . 
 

Overall Course Result 

Your final grade will be decided by your tutor, the course organiser, and the Board of 
Examiners. In the course of the tutorials you will have the opportunity to discuss criteria 
and processes of assessment. Knowing how you are being assessed ought to help 
you produce work that we will be glad to give a high mark! 
 
In order to achieve a Pass in Social Anthropology 1A students must pass the 
Examination. The pass mark is 40. Please refer to the Programme Handbook for 
further information. 
 

Attendance 

Attendance and participation in the lectures and tutorial discussion are essential for 

developing an understanding of the topics.  

 

Communications 

You are strongly encouraged to use email for routine communication with lecturers. We 

shall also use email to communicate with you, e.g., to assign readings for the second 

hour of each class. All students are provided with email addresses on the university 

system, if you are not sure of your address, which is based on your matric number, 

check your EUCLID database entry using the Student Portal.  

 

This is the ONLY email address we shall use to communicate with you. Please note 

that we will NOT use ‘private’ email addresses such as yahoo or hotmail; it is therefore 

essential that you check your university email regularly, preferably each day. 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/exam-diets
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If you have any problems, they should be taken first of all to your tutor. The easiest 

time to see your tutor is just before or after a tutorial. Tutors can be contacted via email. 

 

More serious personal problems are best dealt with by your Personal Tutor or Student 

Support Officer, who will let us know, for example, if you have been ill or, for some 

other serious reason, unable to keep up with the work for part of the course. 

 

Administrative problems to do with the course can usually be dealt with by the course 

secretary or your tutor, but you may if necessary consult the Course Organiser, Dr 

Stefan Ecks (Stefan.Ecks@ed.ac.uk), e.g. about problems to do with tutorial teaching. 

 

There are various avenues for you to provide us with feedback about the course: 

 

 At the end of each section, some tutorial time will be given over to feedback 

sessions on various aspects of the course, and the tutors will pass on your 

comments to the course organiser. 

 We will ask each tutorial group to elect a tutorial representative. Some of the 

tutorial reps will become the class representatives (their names and contact 

addresses will be posted on the Social Anthropology 1A Learn page) serving on 

the Staff-Student Liaison Committee. The Staff-Student Liaison Committee 

meets to discuss students’ ideas about the teaching of the course. Make sure 

you know who your own tutorial group representative is. 

 At the end of the course, we ask all students to fill in a questionnaire about the 

various lecture blocks and other aspects of the course. We do hope you will take 

note of what you like and dislike as the course progresses, and that you then 

take the time to share your experience with us. We do our best to include your 

constructive suggestions into the program for subsequent years. 

 

Please check Learn regularly for announcements. 

 

Readings 

All books which are on the reading list for the lectures should be available in the Main 

Library’s Reserve Reading section, on the ground floor. Offprints of journal articles can 

be downloaded electronically through the Library website, and many book chapters on 

the reading list will be available as PDFs linked to the Learn site for this course, or in 

the file cabinets in the Library’s Reserve Hub. We are also working with a dynamic 

reading list that you can find through this list: http://resourcelists.ed.ac.uk/index.html 

(search for Social Anthropology 1A and select from the drop-down menu).  

 

Reading Materials can be in heavy demand, so treat them kindly, use the reading room 

at off-peak times whenever possible, and return readings as soon as you have finished 

using them. 

 

Do browse through the Social Anthropology books and periodicals in the Main Library 

in George Square (mainly GN or .572, 4th floor), and especially through current, still 

unbound periodicals (1st Floor Reading Room). Where possible refer to the electronic 

journal versions, and browse electronically – see web guide at: 

http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/anthwebresources02.rtf and e-journals list/database at: 

http://tweed.lib.ed.ac.uk/ejournals/ej2.asp.  

 

http://resourcelists.ed.ac.uk/index.html
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The following are some of the periodicals which are especially rewarding: 

 

 American Anthropologist 

 American Ethnologist 

 Annual Review of Anthropology 

 Cultural Anthropology 

 Current Anthropology 

 Ethnos 

 Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 

 

By way of introduction to the subject, you may find the following books helpful: 

 

Barnard, A. 2006 Investigating Human Social Life (2nd edition). Abergele: Studymates. 

Carrithers, M. 1992 Why Humans Have Cultures. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

Eller, Jack David. 2009. Cultural Anthropology: Global Forces, Local Lives. New York: 

Routledge. 

Eriksen, T. H. 2001 Small Place, Large Issues. London: Pluto Press. 

Hendry, J. 2008 An Introduction to Social Anthropology: Sharing Our Worlds (2nd 

edition). London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

As a concise overall guide to the ideas, arguments and history of Social Anthropology, 

you will also find extremely useful the Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, 2nd edition (Barnard, A. & J. Spencer 2009. London and New York: 

Routledge). 

 

In addition, as Social Anthropology focuses on the particularities of specific 

cultural and social contexts, we have chosen the following ethnographies – 

some classics, some more recent: 

 

Carsten, J. 1997 The heat of the hearth: the process of kinship in a Malay fishing 

Community. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Cassidy, R. 2002. The sport of kings: kinship, class and thoroughbred breeding in 

Newmarket. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press [Shelfmark: SF293.T5 

Cas.] 

Descola, P. 1996 The spears of twilight: life and death in the Amazon jungle. London: 

Harper Collins 

Malinowski, B. 2014 [1922] Argonauts of the Western Pacific: an account of native 

enterprise and adventure in the archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea. 

London: Routledge. [Library e-book] 

Mayblin, M. 2010 Gender, Catholicism, and Morality in Brazil: virtuous husbands, 

powerful wives. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. [Shelfmark: BX1467.P4 May.] 

Yan, Y. 2003 Private life under socialism: love, intimacy, and family change in a 

Chinese village 1949-1999. Stanford: Stanford University Press. [Shelfmark: 

HQ684.Z9 Yan.] 

 

The most recent edition of each of the ethnographies, and copies of the introductory 

texts mentioned above, are stocked by Blackwell’s Bookshop on South Bridge. 

Although you are not required to purchase books for this course, you might consider 

doing so, or sharing copies with fellow students. 
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Lecture Summary 

 

Week Day Date Title 

1 
Monday 19 September 

Introduction to the Course: What Do Anthropologists 
Do? 

Friday 23 September Conception 

2 
Monday 26 September Birth 

Friday 30 September Childhood 

3 
Monday 3 October Initiation 

Friday 7 October Personhood 

4 
Monday 10 October The Body 

Friday 14 October Well-being and Health 

5 
Monday 17 October Witchcraft and Illness 

Friday 21 October Women and Men 

6 
Monday 24 October Marriage 

Friday 28 October Making a House/Home 

7 
Monday 31 October Consumption 

Friday 4 November Exchange and Gifts 

8 
Monday 7 November Hospitality and the Sociality of Food and Drink 

Friday 11 November Work 

9 
Monday 14 November Time, Aging and Memory 

Friday 18 November Death and Funerary Rituals 

10 
Monday 21 November Descent and History 

Friday 25 November Conclusion and Round-Up 

11 
28 November-2 

December 
Reading Week & Office Drop-in Session (re: exam 
prep) 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH ALL OF YOU AND HOPE YOU ENJOY 
THE COURSE! 
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Course Lectures and Readings 

 

Week 1 

 

Monday 19 Sept: Introduction to the course: What do anthropologists do?  

In this lecture we will introduce the main themes of the course and discuss some 

practicalities of the teaching arrangements. We will also introduce the discipline of 

social anthropology by considering how anthropologists obtain their data, the methods 

of fieldwork and ‘participant observation’ – in the past and present. 

 

Required Reading 

Malinowski, B. (1978 [1922]) ‘Introduction: The subject, method and scope of this 

inquiry’, in Argonauts of the Western Pacific: An account of native enterprise and 

adventure in the archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea. London: Routledge, 

pp. 1-25. Library e-book. 

 

Further Reading 

Carsten, J. (2012) ‘Fieldwork since the 1980s: total immersion and its discontents’. In 

The SAGE Handbook of Social Anthropology, Vol.2 (eds) R.Fardon, O. Harris, 

T.H.J. Marchand, M.Nuttall, C. Shore, V. Strang and R.A Wilson, pp. 7-20. 

London: Sage. 

 

Friday 23 Sept: Conception  

In this lecture we look at how anthropology has focused on ideas about conception, 

kinship, and relatedness. We begin by examining the famous ‘virgin birth controversy’ 

sparked by Malinowski’s claim that Trobriand Islanders do not recognize the role of 

men in causing women to become pregnant.  

 

Beyond re-visiting early notions of social evolutionism and functionalism, we will 

consider how cultural ideas about conception continue to illuminate anthropological 

understandings of relatedness, whether in the Trobriands or the ‘West’. What does the 

virgin birth debate tell us about the history of anthropology? How has the study of 

kinship changed in recent years? 

 

Required Reading 

Leach, E. (1966) ‘Virgin Birth’. Proceedings of Royal Anthropological Institute, pp. 39-

49.  

 

Further Reading 

Delaney, C. (1986) ‘The Meaning of Paternity and the Virgin Birth Debate’. Man, Vol. 

21, No. 3, pp. 494-513.  

Montague, S. (1971) ‘Trobriand Kinship and the Virgin Birth Controversy.’ Man Vol. 6, 

No. 3, pp. 353-368.  

 

Tutorial Discussion  

Why did anthropologists like Malinowski argue for the ignorance of physiological 

paternity among certain populations? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Malinowski, B. (1929) The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western Melanesia, Chap. 

VII. Part 3 ‘Ignorance of Physiological Paternity’, London: Routledge and Kegan 
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Paul, pp. 153-158. Shelfmark: GN671.N5 Mal.  

 

Week 2  

 

Monday 26 Sept: Birth 

As a crucial event in the human life course, we might assume that birth has seemingly 

universal meanings and implications for human beings that transcend cultural 

differences. However, anthropologists find that, like conception, ideas about what the 

process of giving birth entails, how women and men should experience it, and what 

they give birth to, varies considerably from one society to the next. Both in Europe and 

elsewhere, such expectations also change over time. By considering examples ranging 

from the couvade in Amazonia to the social construction of women’s bodies in Western 

biomedicine, we will explore the roles of women and men in this process, and the key 

differences between being born and what it means to be a person. To what extent is a 

baby’s status as a person established at birth? What can ideas about birth tell us about 

gender relations in a given society? 

 

Required Reading 

Astuti, R. (1998) ‘‘‘It’s a boy’, ‘it’s a girl!” Reflections on Sex and Gender in Madagascar 

and Beyond’. In M. Lambek and A. Strathern (eds.), Bodies and Persons: 

Comparative Perspectives from Africa and Melanesia, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 29-52. Shelfmark: GN645 Bod.  

 

Further Reading 

Rival, L. (1998) ‘Androgynous Parents and Guest Children: The Huaorani Couvade’. 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol.4, No. 4, Pp. 619-642. 

Martin, E. (1987) The Woman in the Body: A cultural analysis of reproduction, Chap. 

4 ‘Medical Metaphors of Women’s Bodies: Birth’. Boston: Beacon Press, pp. 54-

67. Shelfmark: HQ1206 Mar.  

Bloch, M. (1993) ‘Zafimaniry Birth and Kinship Theory’, Social Anthropology 1, 1B: pp. 

119-132. 

 

Friday 30 Sept: Childhood 

Why should anthropologists study children? This lecture focuses on how infancy and 

childhood are culturally constructed through time and space. By looking at the kinds of 

people children are understood to be in different social and historical contexts, the 

readings for this week raise questions about how children are understood to be related 

to parents and ancestors. We will also consider the extent to which economic 

conditions constrain parental attitudes and practices toward their children. How do 

cultural ideas about childhood and personhood affect children’s lives? How ‘natural’ is 

the link between mother and child? Is childhood a universal social category? 

 

Required Reading 

Gottlieb, A. (1998) Do Infants Have Religion? The spiritual lives of Beng babies? 

American Anthropologist 100(1): pp. 122-153. 

 

Further Reading 

Argenti, N. (2001) ‘Kesumbody and the places of the gods: the politics of children’s 

masking and second-world realities in Oku (Cameroon).’ Journal of the Royal 

Anthropological Institute 7 (1): 67-94. 

Gupta, A. (2002) ‘Reliving Childhood? The Temporality of Childhood and Narratives of 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN671.N5%20Mal.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN645%20Bod.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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Reincarnation’. Ethnos, Vol. 67, No.1, pp. 33-56. 

Gow, P. (2000) ‘Helpless – The Affective Preconditions of Piro Social Life’. In J. 

Overing and A. Passes (eds.) The Anthropology of Love and Anger: The 

Aesthetics of Conviviality in Native Amazonia, New York: Routledge, pp. 46-63. 

[Shelfmark:301.22811 ANT]  

 

Tutorial Discussion 

What does it mean to say that childhood is ‘socially constructed’?  

 

Tutorial Reading 

Scheper-Hughes, N. (1985) ‘Culture, Scarcity and Maternal Thinking: Maternal 

Detachment and Infant Survival in a Brazilian Shantytown’. Ethos, Vol. 13, No. 

4, pp. 291-317.  

 

Week 3  

 

Monday 3 Oct: Initiation 

In many societies across the world people are understood to become full persons not 

at birth, but instead only after a specific ritual of initiation. This week we consider some 

of the common stages and processes described in these ‘rites of passage’ in diverse 

cultural contexts. We will examine the notion of ‘liminality’ and question the proposition 

that symbolic or actual violence is a universal feature of initiation rituals. How do young 

people experience the rituals through which they achieve the status of adulthood? Why 

is violence so often a central element of initiation? 

 

Required Reading 

Bloch, M. (1992) Prey into Hunter, Chap. 2 ‘Initiation’. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 8-23. Shelfmark: BL570 Blo.  

 

Further Reading 

Turner, V. (1986) The Forest of Symbols, Chap. 4 ‘Betwixt and Between: The Liminal 

Period in Rites de Passage’. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp. 93-111. 

Shelfmark: DT3058.N44 Tur.  

Berliner, D. (2009) ‘Memories of Initiation Violence: Remembered pain and religious 

transmission among the Bulongic (Guinea, Conakry)’. In Nicholas Argenti and 

Katharina Schramm (eds) Remembering Violence: Anthropological perspectives 

on intergenerational transmission. Oxford: Berghahn Books, pp. 83-102. 

Shelfmark: GN495.2 Rem.  

Van Gennep, A. (1960) The Rites of Passage, Chap. 6, ‘Initiation Rites’. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, pp. 65-115. Shelfmark:GN473 Gen.  

 

Friday 7 Oct: Personhood 

Becoming a 'person' seems to be the core of the human life cycle. 'Person' has many 

definitions and is often used interchangeably with 'individual' or 'self'. The word 'person' 

comes from the Latin word persona, meaning an 'actor's mask.' Over the centuries, 

the meaning of person shifted from an inanimate object that covers a human face to 

stand for the true essence of what it means to be human. In anthropology, 'personhood' 

has been studied cross-culturally for more than a century. Anthropologists have 

discovered a bewildering variety of becoming and being a person, but much of the 

argument got stuck in an opposition between western individualism and non-western 

relatedness. In this lecture, we will discuss why this is problematic. 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20BL570%20Blo.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20DT3058.N44%20Tur.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN495.2%20Rem.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN473%20Gen.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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Required Reading 

Bloch, M. (2011). ‘The blob’. Anthropology of this century, (1). (download at 

http://aotcpress.com/articles/blob/) 

 

Further Reading 

Spiro, Melford. 1993. ‘Is the Western Conception of the Self 'Peculiar' within the 

Context of World Cultures?’ Ethos 21:107-153.  

Geertz, C. 1973. ‘Person, Time and Conduct in Bali’. In C. Geertz, The Interpretation 

of Cultures. New York: Basic Books, pp. 360-411. Shelfmark:GN315 Gee.  

 

Tutorial Discussion 

Is there an essentially Western conception of the self, and is it different from non-

Western notions? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Course, M. (2007). ‘Death, biography, and the Mapuche person’. Ethnos, 72(1): 77-

101. 

 

Week 4  

 

Monday 10 Oct: The Body 

There seems to be nothing quite as straightforward as 'the body'. The beginning of the 

life cycle is the birth of a new body, and the end of the body must also be the end of 

one's life. At the same time, the 'body' seems to be nothing other than the 'natural' side 

of our existence, whereas all that we could study are the cultural meanings of the body. 

But the relations between 'body' and the life course are far more complicated, and far 

more intricate, than that.  

 

Required Reading 

Martin, E. 1991. ‘The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a Romance 

Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles’. Signs 16(3): 485-501.  

 

Further Reading 

Ecks, S. (2009). ‘Welcome home, Descartes! Rethinking the anthropology of the body’. 

Perspectives in Biology and Medicine 52(1): 153-158. 

Mauss, M. (1973 [1934]). ‘Techniques of the body’. Economy and society, 2(1), 70-88.  

Parry, J. (1989). ‘The end of the body’, in M. Feher (ed.) Fragments for a history of the 

human body, part 2, New York: Zone Books, pp. 490-517. Shelfmark:BL604.B64 

Fra.  

 

Friday 14 Oct: Well-being and health 

No time in life is ever safe. Death looms large, especially during the first life years and 

increasingly after middle age. Humans are trying to remedy diseases and to enhance 

bodily well-being from before birth until the moment of death. Anthropologists have 

been studying health and well-being for decades, and medical anthropology has 

become the largest subfield in cultural/social anthropology. 

 

Required Reading 

Fadiman, A. 1998. The spirit catches you and you fall down: a Hmong child, her 

American doctors and the collision of two cultures: Farrar Straus & Giroux Inc. 

http://aotcpress.com/articles/blob/
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN315%20Gee.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20BL604.B64%20Fra.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20BL604.B64%20Fra.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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(chaps. 1-3, and 17). Shelfmark: WL 385 Fad 1997  

 

Further Reading 

Farquhar, J. 2002. Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-socialist China, Chap.1:‘Medicinal 

meals’. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. Shelfmark: GT497.C6 Far.  

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 1990. ‘Three Propositions for a Critically Applied Medical 

Anthropology’. Social Science and Medicine 30(2): 189-197. 

 

Tutorial Discussion 

Should medical anthropology study medicine, or affliction?  

 

Tutorial Reading 

Le Marcis, F. 2004. The suffering body of the city. Public Culture 16: 453-477. 

 

Week 5  

 

Monday 17 Oct: Witchcraft and Illness 

When illness happens during the life course, it can be explained in a variety of ways: 

‘germs’ would be an biomedical explanations for falling into illness. Physiological 

explanations are often rivaled by ‘supernatural’ explanations. Witchcraft, as the ability 

to harm others by harbouring malevolent thoughts or by practicing black magic, is a 

kind of etiology that anthropologists have been investigating at great length. The 

question if ‘witchcraft’ can be compared across different historical times and cultural 

settings has been much discussed. Given its secrecy, witchcraft also raises key 

questions about how anthropologists can study it in practice. 

 

Required Reading 

Evans-Pritchard, Edward. 1937. Witchcraft, oracles and magic among the Azande, 

Chap. IV, ‘Are witches conscious agents? Oxford : Clarendon Press, pp.56-64. 

Shelfmark: GN475.8 Eva.  

 

Further Reading 

Bailey, M.D. 2006. ‘The meanings of magic’. Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft 1(1): 1-23. 

Favret-Saada, J. 2012. ‘Being affected. Translated by Mylene Hengen and Matthew 

Carey’. HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 2(1): 435-445. 

 

Friday 21 Oct: Women and Men  

The differences between women and men are apparently very obvious, but 

anthropologists have found that such differences may be elaborated and understood 

very differently in different cultures. The way that anthropologists themselves interpret 

different cultural understandings, and the arguments they may be put to, have also 

been highly variable. We will look at some examples of these different interpretations 

and try to understand why they matter. 

 

Required Reading 

Ortner. Sherry. 1974. ‘Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture?’. In M. Z.Rosaldo and 

L. Lamphere (eds). Woman, culture, and society. Stanford, CA:  

Stanford University Press, pp.67-87. Shelfmark:OFFPRINT (Soc Anthrop) 

 

Further Reading 

Sperling, S. 1991. Baboons with briefcases vs. langurs with lipstick: feminism and 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20WL%20385%20Fad%201997&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GT497.C6%20Far.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN475.8%20Eva.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20OFFPRINT%20(Soc%20Anthrop)&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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functionalism in primate studies. In Micaela di Leonardo (ed.) Gender at the 

Crossroads of Knowledge, pp. 204-234. Shelfmark:GN33 Gen. [Reprinted in 

Roger N. Lancaster and Micaela di Leonardo (eds), The Gender Sexuality 

Reader, New York: Routledge, pp. 249-264.] 

Atkinson, J. 1990. ‘How Gender Makes a Difference in Wana Society’. In J. Atkinson 

and S, Errington (eds.) Power and Difference. Gender in Island Southeast Asia, 

Stanford: Stanford University Press, pp 59-93. Shelfmark: HQ1075.5.A785 Pow.  

 

Tutorial Discussion 

In what ways does Harris’s depiction of gender in the Bolivian Andes complicate 

Ortner’s argument about gender, nature, and culture? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Harris, O. ‘The power of signs: gender, culture and the wild in the Bolivian Andes’. In 

C. MacCormack and M. Strathern (eds) Nature, Culture and Gender. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, pp.70-94. 

 

Week 6 

 

Monday 24 Oct: Marriage 

While we may, as members of our own cultures, think we know what marriage is about, 

the anthropology of marriage shows its cultural variability. It highlights that marriage is 

not necessarily a matter of individual desires, but involves relations between groups, 

encapsulates the principle of exchange, and it also highlights gender symbolism. We 

will consider why in many cultures living alone may be socially problematic. 

 

Required Reading 

Lévi-Strauss, C. 1969 [1949] The Elementary structures of kinship, Boston: Beacon 

Press, Chap 4, ‘Endogamy and Exogamy’, pp. 42-51. 

 

Further Reading 

Abu-Lughod, L. 1986. Veiled Sentiments: Honour and Poetry in a Bedouin Society. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, Chap. 7 ‘Modesty and the poetry of love’ 

pp. 208-232. Shelfmark: DT72.B4 Abu.  

Campbell, J.K 1964 Honour, family and patronage; a study of institutions and moral 

values in a Greek mountain community. Oxford: Oxford University Press, chap 

6, ‘Affinal relations’, pp. 124-149. Shelfmark: HQ628 Cam.  

Allerton, C. 2007. ‘What does it mean to be alone?’ In R. Astuti, J.P. Parry, & C. 

Stafford. (eds) Questions of Anthropology. Oxford, UK: Berg, pp. 1-27. 

Shelfmark: GN33 Que 

 

Friday 28 Oct: Making a House/Home 

The process of making a house is often closely linked to the process of marriage. We 

will consider how making a home connects with the life-course, and how the symbolism 

of the house space is symbolically linked to the people who inhabit it. Making a house 

is also a process with economic implications and involves ideas about taste and 

consumption. Finally, houses may come to embody emotions and memory – personal, 

familial, and political. 

 

Required Reading 

Bloch, M. 1995 ‘The resurrection of the house among the Zafimaniry of Madagascar’, 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN33%20Gen.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20HQ1075.5.A785%20Pow.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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in About the House: Lévi-Strauss and Beyond (eds.) Carsten and Hugh-Jones, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 69-83. Shelfmark: GN414 Abo.  

 

Further Reading 

Leinaweaver, J.B. 2009. ‘Raising the roof in the transnational Andes: Building houses, 

forging kinship’, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 15: 777-796.  

Pine, Frances. 1996 ‘Naming the house and naming the land: kinship and social 

groups in the Polish highlands’, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 2: 

443-459. 

 

Tutorial Discussion 

In what ways is the architecture of the house important to its social relations, and to 

memories of these? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Bahloul, J. ‘Telling places: the house as social architecture’ Chap. 2 of The Architecture 

of Memory: A Jewish-Muslim Houseold in colonial Algeria 1937-1962. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 28-50. 

 

Week 7  

 

Monday 31 Oct: Consumption 

Most of what humans do over the life course (and over the course of a regular day) is 

to ‘consume,’ which literally means ‘using up.’ The anthropological definition of 

consumption is broad enough to include both material things (food, fuels, housing, 

clothing, etc.) as well as ideas, music, and so on. Consumption patterns differ by social 

and historical contexts. Anthropologists have been particularly interested in forms of 

consumption that are loaded with ‘meaning’ and go hand in hand with social change. 

 

Required Reading 

Ecks, S. (2005). Pharmaceutical citizenship: Antidepressant marketing and the 

promise of demarginalization in India. Anthropology & Medicine 12(3): 239-254. 

 

Further Reading 

Brijnath, Bianca. "Alzheimer's and the Indian Appetite." Medical anthropology 30.6 
(2011): 610-628. 

Graeber, D. (2011). ‘Consumption’. Current Anthropology 52(4): 489-511. 

Weiner, A. B. (1985). ‘Inalienable wealth’American Ethnologist, 12(2), 210-227. 

 

Friday 4 Nov: Exchange and Gifts 

For the French anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss, the key to understanding societies 

lies in their exchange relations. To physically live is not enough to be a full human 

being: it needs to be part of exchanges. These exchanges include things and even 

persons. he distinction between ‘commodities’ and ‘gifts’ has been of particular 

concern for generations of anthropologists. 

 

Required Reading 

Mauss, M. 2001. The gift: The form and reason for exchange in archaic societies. 

London: Routledge, (chap. 1). Shelfmark: GN478 Mau.  

 

Further Reading 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN414%20Abo.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN478%20Mau.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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Malinowski, B. (1978). Argonauts of the western Pacific: An account of native 

enterprise and adventure in the archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea. 

London: Routledge (chap. III 'The essentials of the Kula', pp. 49-80). Library e-

book. 

Copeman, J 2011. ‘The Gift and its Forms of Life in Contemporary India’. Modern Asian 

Studies 45(5): 1051-1094. 

 

Tutorial Discussion  

Can a ‘gift’ ever be ‘given’? 

 

Tutorial Reading  

Carrier, James G. 1990. ‘Gifts in a World of Commodities: The Ideology of the Perfect 

Gift in American Society’. Social Analysis 29: 19-37. 

 

Week 8 

 

Monday 7 Nov: Hospitality and the Sociality of Food and Drink 

In this lecture we move on from the topic of making a living to consider ideas about 

commensality and conviviality. Eating and drinking together are often heavily socially 

invested and symbolically loaded. The consumption of food has implications for ideas 

about bodily substance. How are the consumption of food and alcohol differentiated? 

What distinguishes friends from kin, or hosts from guests? Why are fears about 

poisoning so widespread, and in what contexts do they come to the fore? Anthropology 

has much to say on these questions – so this is just a taster. 

 

Required Reading 

Bloch, M. 2005. ‘Commensality and poisoning’. In M. Bloch, Essays on Cultural 

Transmission. Oxford: Berg, pp. 45-59. Shelfmark: GN502 Blo.  

 

Further Reading 

Papataxiarchis, E. 1991. ‘Friends of the heart: male commensal solidarity, gender, and 

kinship in Aegean Greece’. In P. Loizos. and E. Papataxiarchis (eds) Contested 

Identitites: Gender and Kinship in Modern Greece. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, pp. 156-179. Shelfmark: GN585.G85 Con.  

Stewart, M. 1992. ‘”I can't drink beer, I've just drunk water!”: alcohol, commensality and 

bodily substance among Hungarian Gypsies’. In D. Gefou Madianou (ed.) 

Alcohol, Gender and Culture. London: Routledge, pp.137-156. Shelfmark: 

GN585.G85 Con.  

 

Tutorial Discussion 

In what ways do categories of food and drink express social relations? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Douglas, Mary. 1972. ‘Deciphering a meal’. Daedalus Winter 1972. [Reprinted in M. 

Douglas, 1975. Implicit Meanings. London: Routledge, pp. 249-275.] 

 

Friday 11 Nov: Work 

‘Livelihood’ expresses the closeness of life and work and in most societies, the life 

course can be mapped along expected work activities. Anthropologists are studying 

‘work’ in the widest sense, ranging from direct pursuits of subsistence in hunter-gather 

societies to paid wage labour, voluntary work, and unemployment. Anthropologists 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN585.G85%20Con.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN585.G85%20Con.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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have also asked if ‘work’ is a universal category or a specific ideology of capitalist 

economies.  

 

Required Reading 

Harris, Olivia. 2007 What makes people work? In Astuti, R., Parry, J. P., & Stafford, 

C., eds. Questions of Anthropology. Oxford, UK: Berg, pp. 137-165. Shelfmark: 

GN33 Que 

 

Further Reading 

Ahrens, Thomas & Mollona, Massimiliano. 2007. ‘Organisational control as cultural 

practice: A shop floor ethnography of a Sheffield steel mill’. Accounting, 

Organizations and Society 32 (4–5): 305-331.  

Kitanaka, J. 2012. ‘Advancing a social cause through psychiatry: the case of overwork 

suicide’, Chap 9 in Depression in Japan: Psychiatric cures for a society in 

distress. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press, pp. 155-173. Shelfmark: 

WM 171 Kit 2012  

 

Week 9  

 

Monday 14 Nov: Time, Aging and Memory 

Anthropologists have long since been interested in what the people we study 

remember about the past, whether key events from the distant past, memories 

deceased kin, or practices that have changed over time. While these memories can 

help us piece together a kind of history of what once was, they can also tell just as 

much about social life in the present. In this lecture we will explore the importance of 

memory as a social and political practice that can tell us much about how personhood 

and relatedness is constructed in acts of remembering and forgetting. We will also 

explore how political agendas, religious traditions and other social differences involve 

different ways of relating to the past in the present. What does it mean to say that 

memory is a ‘moral’ practice? In what ways is memory different from history? 

 

Required Reading 

Bloch, M. (1998) ‘Internal and External Memory: Different ways of being in history’. In 

M. Bloch, How We Think They Think: Anthropological approaches to cognition, 

memory, and literacy, Boulder, Co.: Westview Press, pp.67-84. 

Shelfmark:GN502 Blo.  

 

Further Reading 

High, C. (2009) ‘Remembering the Auca: Violence and generational memory in 

Amazonian Ecuador.’ Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 15: 719-736. 

Lambek, M. (1996) ‘The Past Imperfect: Remembering as moral practice’. In M. 

Lambek and P. Antze (eds) Tense Past: Cultural essays in trauma and memory, 

London: Routledge, pp. 235-253. Shelfmark: BF378.S65 Ten.  

Taylor, A.-C. (1993) ‘Remembering to Forget: Identity, Mourning and Memory among 

the Jivaro’. Man, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 28: 653-678. 

 

Friday 18 Nov: Death and Funerary Rituals 

Anthropologists have long been interested in how different societies understand and 

deal with death in different ways. This week we look at what mortuary rituals reveal 

about ideas concerning bodies, blood, bones and souls. Why, for example, do some 

societies practice ‘secondary burials’ and forms of cannibalism?  How different are 

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20WM%20171%20Kit%202012&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN502%20Blo.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20BF378.S65%20Ten.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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such rituals to those practised in the ‘West’? We will explore mortuary practices in a 

number of cultural contexts, raising questions about what these different practices 

might have in common. 

 

Required Reading 

Walter, T. (2004) ‘Plastination for Display: A New Way of Disposing of the Dead’. 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 10, No. 3, pp. 603-627. 

 

Further Reading 

Hertz, R. (1960) ‘A Contribution to the Study of the Collective Representation of Death’. 

In Death and the Right Hand. Oxford: Routledge, pp. 27-86. Shelfmark: GR71 

Her.  

Astuti, R. (1994) ‘Invisible Objects: Mortuary Ritual among the Vezo of Western 

Madagascar’. Res: Anthropology and Aesthetics Vol 25, Spring 1994: pp.111-

122. 

Watson, J. (1982) ‘Of Flesh and Bones: the management of death pollution in 

Cantonese society’. In M. Bloch and J. Parry (eds.) Death & The Regeneration 

of Life, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 155-186. Shelfmark:GN486 

Dea.  

 

Tutorial Discussion 

Why is the treatment of the body so important in many mortuary practices? 

 

Tutorial Reading 

Conklin, B. (1995) ‘‘Thus our Bodies, thus our Custom’: Mortuary Cannibalism in an 

Amazonian society’. American Ethnologist, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp. 75-101. 

 

Week 10  

 

Monday 21 Nov: Descent and History 

Anthropologists have drawn on ideas about descent and descent groups in particular 

cultures to provide explanations of social solidarity in societies without states. But this 

has also proved problematic where descent is not a prominent idiom of sociality. We 

will explore different understandings of genealogy and their relation to memory and 

history. 

 

Required Reading 

Astuti, Rita (2000) ‘Kindreds and descent groups: new perspectives from Madagascar’. 

In J. Carsten (ed.) Cultures of Relatedness: New Approaches to the Study of 

Kinship. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 90-103. Shelfmark: GN487 

Cul.  

 

Further Reading 

Barnes, J.A. (1962) ‘African models in the New Guinea Highlands’. Man (n.s.) 62: 5-9. 

Carsten, Janet (1995) ‘The politics of forgetting: migration, kinship and memory on the 

periphery of the Southeast Asian state’. Journal of the Royal Anthropological 

Institute (N.S.) 1: 317- 335. 

Bear, Laura (2007) ‘Ruins and ghosts: the domestic uncanny and the materialization 

of Anglo-Indian genealogies in Kharagpur’. In J. Carsten (ed.) Ghosts of Memory: 

Essays on Remembrance and Relatedness. Malden, MA: Blackwell, pp.36-57. 

Shelfmark: GN487 Car.  

http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GR71%20Her.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GR71%20Her.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN486%20Dea.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN486%20Dea.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN487%20Cul.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN487%20Cul.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
http://catalogue.lib.ed.ac.uk/vwebv/search?searchArg=%20GN487%20Car.&searchCode=CALL%2B&searchType=1
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Fortes, M. (1953) ‘The structure of unilineal descent groups’. American Anthropologist 

55: 17-41 [also in Fortes, Time and social structure, and other essays] 

 

Friday 25 Nov: Conclusion and round-up 

In this lecture we will review the main themes of the course and discuss exam 

preparation. 

 

Tutorial discussion 

Preparation and guidance for the exam. 
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Appendix 1: Essay Questions with Suggested Readings 

Answer one (1) of the following: 

 

1. Is a baby a "person"?  

Malinowski, B. (1929) The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western Melanesia, 

Chap. VII. Part 3 ‘Ignorance of Physiological Paternity’, London: Routledge and 

Kegan Paul, pp. 153-158. Shelfmark: GN671.N5 Mal.  

Gottlieb, A. (1998) Do Infants Have Religion? The spiritual lives of Beng babies. 

American Anthropologist 100(1): pp. 122-153. 

Bloch, M. (1993) ‘Zafimaniry Birth and Kinship Theory’, Social Anthropology 1, 1B: 

pp. 119-132. 

Montague, S. (1971) ‘Trobriand Kinship and the Virgin Birth Controversy.’ Man Vol. 6, 

No. 3, pp. 353-368.  

 

2. Why is violence a typical feature of initiation rituals? 

Bloch, M. (1992) Prey into Hunter, Chap. 2 ‘Initiation’. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 8-23. Shelfmark: BL570 Blo.  

Van Gennep, A. (1960) The Rites of Passage, Chap. 6, ‘Initiation Rites’. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, pp. 65-115. Shelfmark: GN473 Gen.  

Whitehouse, H. (1996) ‘Rites of Terror: Emotion, Metaphor and Memory in 

Melanesian Initiation Cults’. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 

2, No. 4, pp. 703-715.  

 

3. How is social inequality enacted through practices of health and healing?  

Martin, E. 1991. ‘The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a Romance 

Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles’. Signs 16(3): 485-501.  

Mauss, M. (1973 [1934]). ‘Techniques of the body’. Economy and society, 2(1), 70-

88.  

EITHER  

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 1990. ‘Three Propositions for a Critically Applied Medical 

Anthropology’. Social Science and Medicine 30(2): 189-197. OR 

Fadiman, A. 1998. The spirit catches you and you fall down (chaps. 1-3, and 17). 

Shelfmark: WL 385 Fad 1997 
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Appendix 2: General Information 

 

Students with Disabilities 

If you are a student with a disability (including those with specific learning difficulties 
such as dyslexia), you should get in touch with the Student Disabilities Service as soon 
as possible.  You can find their details as well as information on all of the support they 
can offer at: http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service 
 
The School welcomes disabled students with disabilities and is working to make all its 
courses as accessible as possible. If you have a disability special needs which means 
that you may require adjustments to be made to ensure access to lectures, tutorials or 
exams, or any other aspect of your studies, you can discuss these with your Student 
Support Officer or Personal Tutor who will advise on the appropriate procedures. 
 
Further guidance and information for Students with Disabilities can also be found in 
your Programme Handbook.  
 

Learning Resources for Undergraduates 

The Study Development Team at the Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 
provides resources and workshops aimed at helping all students to enhance their 
learning skills and develop effective study techniques. Resources and workshops 
cover a range of topics, such as managing your own learning, reading, note-making, 
essay and report writing, exam preparation and exam techniques. 
 
The study development resources are housed on ‘LearnBetter’ (undergraduate), part 
of Learn, the University’s virtual learning environment.  Follow the link from the IAD 
Study Development web page to enrol: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Workshops are interactive: they will give you the chance to take part in activities, have 
discussions, exchange strategies, share ideas and ask questions. They are 90 minutes 
long and held on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm or 3.30pm. The schedule is 
available from the IAD Undergraduate web page (see above). 
 
Workshops are open to all undergraduates but you need to book in advance, using the 
MyEd booking system. Each workshop opens for booking two weeks before the date 
of the workshop itself. If you book and then cannot attend, please cancel in advance 
through MyEd so that another student can have your place. (To be fair to all students, 
anyone who persistently books on workshops and fails to attend may be barred from 
signing up for future events). 
 
Study Development Advisors are also available for an individual consultation if you 
have specific questions about your own approach to studying, working more 
effectively, strategies for improving your learning and your academic work. Please 
note, however, that Study Development Advisors are not subject specialists so they 
cannot comment on the content of your work. They also do not check or proof read 
students' work. 
 
To make an appointment with a Study Development Advisor, email 
iad.study@ed.ac.uk  
 
(For support with English Language, you should contact the English Language 
Teaching Centre). 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
mailto:iad.study@ed.ac.uk
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Discussing Sensitive Topics  

The discipline of Social Anthropology addresses a number of topics that some might 
find sensitive or, in some cases, distressing.  You should read this course handbook 
carefully and if there are any topics that you may feel distressed by you should seek 
advice from the course organiser and/or your Personal Tutor. 
 
For more general issues you may consider seeking the advice of the Student 
Counselling Service, http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling  
 

External Examiner 

The External Examiner for the Social Anthropology Honours programme is: TBC. 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-counselling
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Appendix 3: Coursework Submission and Penalties 

 

Penalties that can be applied to your work and how to avoid them 

There are three types of penalties that can be applied to your course work and these 
are listed below. Students must read the full description on each of these at: 
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessm
ent_and_regulations/coursework_penalties 
 
Make sure you are aware of each of these penalties and know how to avoid them. 
Students are responsible for taking the time to read guidance and for ensuring their 
coursework submissions comply with guidance.  
 

 Incorrect submission Penalty  
When a piece of coursework is submitted to our Electronic Submission System (ELMA) 
that does not comply with our submission guidance (wrong format, incorrect document, 
no cover sheet etc.) a penalty of 5 marks will be applied to students work. 
 

 Lateness Penalty 
If you miss the submission deadline for any piece of assessed work 5 marks will be 
deducted for each calendar day that work is late, up to a maximum of seven 
calendar days (35 marks). Thereafter, a mark of zero will be recorded. There is no 
grace period for lateness and penalties begin to apply immediately following the 
deadline. 
 

 Word Count Penalty  
The penalty for excessive word length in coursework is one mark deducted for each 
additional 20 words over the limit.  
 
Word limits vary across subject areas and submissions, so check your course 
handbook. Make sure you know what is and what is not included in the word count. 
Again, check the course handbook for this information. 
 
You will not be penalised for submitting work below the word limit.  However, you 
should note that shorter essays are unlikely to achieve the required depth and that this 
will be reflected in your mark. 
 

ELMA: Submission and Return of Coursework 

Coursework is submitted online using our electronic submission system, ELMA.  You 
will not be required to submit a paper copy of your work. 
  
Marked coursework, grades and feedback will be returned to you via ELMA.  You will 
not receive a paper copy of your marked course work or feedback.  
 
For details of how to submit your course work to ELMA, please see our webpages 
here. Remember, there is a 5 mark incorrect submission penalty, so read the guidance 
carefully and follow it to avoid receiving this.  
 

Extensions: New policy applicable for years 1-4 

From September 2016, there will be a new extensions policy that applies to all courses 
in the school from years one to four.    
 
If you have good reason for not meeting a coursework deadline, you may request an 
extension. Before you request an extension, make sure you have read all the guidance 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/submission_guidance
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/coursework_penalties
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on our webpages and take note of the key points below. You will also be able to access 
the online extension request form through our webpages. 
 

 Extensions are granted for 7 calendar days. 

 Extension requests must be submitted no later than 24 hours before the 
coursework deadline. 

 If you miss the deadline for requesting an extension for a valid reason, you 
should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply for Special 
Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You should also 
contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make them aware 
of your situation. 

 If you have a valid reason and require an extension of more than 7 calendar 
days, you should submit your coursework as soon as you are able, and apply 
for Special Circumstances to disregard penalties for late submission. You 
should also contact your Student Support Officer or Personal Tutor and make 
them aware of your situation. 

 If you have a Learning Profile from the Disability Service allowing you potential 
for flexibility over deadlines, you must still make an extension request for this 
to be taken into account. 

 

Exam Feedback and Viewing Exam Scripts 

General exam feedback will be provided for all courses with an examination.  General 
feedback will be uploaded to the relevant course learn page within 24 hours of the 
overall marks for the course being returned to Students.  
 
Students who sit the exam will also receive individual feedback. The relevant Course 
Secretary will contact students to let them know when this is available and how to 
access it.  
 
If students wish to view their scripts for any reason, they must contact the relevant 
Course Secretary via email to arrange this. 
 

Plagiarism Guidance for Students: Avoiding Plagiarism 

Material you submit for assessment, such as your essays, must be your own work.  
You can, and should, draw upon published work, ideas from lectures and class 
discussions, and (if appropriate) even upon discussions with other students, but you 
must always make clear that you are doing so.  Passing off anyone else’s work 
(including another student’s work or material from the Web or a published author) as 
your own is plagiarism and will be punished severely. 
 
When you upload your work to ELMA you will be asked to check a box to confirm the 
work is your own.  All submissions will be run through ‘Turnitin’, our plagiarism 
detection software. Turnitin compares every essay against a constantly-updated 
database, which highlights all plagiarised work.  Assessed work that contains 
plagiarised material will be awarded a mark of zero, and serious cases of plagiarism 
will also be reported to the College Academic Misconduct officer.  In either case, the 
actions taken will be noted permanently on the student's record.  For further details 
on plagiarism see the Academic Services’ website: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism 
 

Data Protection Guidance for Students 

In most circumstances, students are responsible for ensuring that their work with 
information about living, identifiable individuals complies with the requirements of the 

http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/undergrad/current_students/teaching_and_learning/assessment_and_regulations/requesting_an_extension
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/plagiarism
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Data Protection Act. The document, Personal Data Processed by Students, provides 
an explanation of why this is the case.  It can be found, with advice on data protection 
compliance and ethical best practice in the handling of information about living, 
identifiable individuals, on the Records Management section of the University website 
at: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-
protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/records-management-section/data-protection/guidance-policies/dpforstudents

