
This document is designed to help you familiarise yourself with our Degree 
Regulations & Programmes of Study tables (DRPS) which you will use to select 
your optional courses. 

Using DRPS to choose your optional courses
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DRPS

DRPS is our online database that holds all of the course requirements for our degree 
programmes. You can access the DRPS page for programmes within SPS at 

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm
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http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/drps_sps.htm


From our School’s DRPS page, select your 
degree programme from the list. 
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Using DRPS



When you select your degree programme from the list it will take you to a page 
like the below. 

You will see a list of any compulsory courses for your 
degree. You should be automatically enrolled onto 
these. 

If you click on the course 
name, you will be taken 
to the course description 
page, which will give you 
more information about 
the course. We will have 
a look at this page on 
the next slide. 
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First, jump to the relevant year you will be 
entering, and need to select courses for.



The course description page will provide some key information, including more details on what the course is about. 

One of the first things to note is where you will find the credit level of the course. As you can see below, the SCQF 
credit level of this course is Level 8. Year 1 and year 2 student will only be able to take level 8 or level 7 courses. 
Year 3 and Year 4 students will only be able to take level 9 or level 10 courses (please note that in most cases, the 
courses will be level 10)

For most degrees, you need to take 60 SCQF credits in each semester.  As you can see below, this course is worth 20 
SCQF Credits. 

5

Checking credit levles



You should also check the entry requirement sections. This is more important for optional courses than 
your compulsory courses, but it is worth knowing where you will find this information. 
Check the pre-requisites for any course you are thinking of taking. As you can see below, the pre-requisites 
section for this course is empty, which means there is no pre-requisites for this course. 
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Entry requirements 
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You can find out if the course is a Full Year, 
Semester 1 or Semester 2 course in the 
course delivery information section.  If the 
course runs for the Full Year, the credits are 
divided between Semester 1 and Semester 2. 
So if the course lasts the full year, and is 
worth 40 credits, this would be 20 credits in 
Semester 1 and 20 credits in Semester 2.

This section will also give you helpful 
information (including assessment details), 
so it is worth reading over. 

Course delivery information
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The course description page will have a 
hyperlink to view the timetable. However, 
timetables are not usually available until 
August. 
To help you get an idea of when courses in SPS 
will be running, you can view our course listings 
pages, which you can access from our webpages 

For courses not taught within SPS, you can 
contact the owning school, or check the 
previous years timetable by looking up the 
2020-21 version of the course, to get a general 
idea of the timetable. This information will be 
subject to change. 

When the timetables are finalised, and you are 
enrolled on your courses (usually by week 1 of 
teaching), you will have a personalised 
timetable that you can view. If you notice any 
issues with your timetable, please get in touch 
with sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk

A quick note about timetabling

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/current/choosing-your-courses
https://www.ed.ac.uk/timetabling-examinations/timetabling/personalised-timetables/student-timetables
mailto:sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk


So let’s go back to the main degree programme 
page from DRPS that we looked at on page 2.  

As you can see, for this degree there are 4 
compulsory courses. 

You should check each course to see which 
semester they run in, so you know how many 
optional courses you need to take in each 
semester. 
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Compulsory courses
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How the optional course section looks will be dependent on your degree programme. On the next slide is just 
one example of this. 

Your pre-selection form will ask you to list at least 4 optional course choices for each semester, so make sure 
you have some additional option courses to provide here. 

There will be popular courses where competition for places is tight. Some schools will have waiting lists. If you 
are interested in taking a course that is not run by SPS (any course not listed in Schedule J, we will look at 
these schedules later on in this document), it is worth contacting the course secretary to check if there is a 
waiting list that you could be added to. You will be able to find the contact details of the course secretary in 
the contacts section of the course information page on DRPS. 

It’s important you check you meet any entry requirements for the course, so please check these sections 
carefully. 

Optional courses
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Optional courses

Some degrees will require you to take 
credits from a selection of courses. Read 
these sections carefully to ensure you 
are following these requirements. 
Remember to check the delivery details 
on the course description page  so you 
know how many credits each course is 
worth and in which semester. 

Some degrees will also allow you a wide 
selection of optional courses from specific 
schedules. Again, read the details here 
carefully. When you click on the hyperlinked 
section, it will take you to a screen that we 
will look at on the next page. 



When you click on the link, you will be taken 
to a page that looks like this. You can see the 
name of the Schedule in brackets

In most cases, you can choose courses from
Schedules A to Q, T and W. Make sure you 
check that any course you consider meets the 
SCQF credit level for the year of your degree 
(level 7 and 8 in year 1 and 2 and level 9 and 
10 in year 3 and year 4), and that you meet 
any pre-requisites specified. 
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Course catalogue- schools

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dpt/cx_schindex.htm


Once you find a suitable course you would like to take, note
the course name and course code and the course start 
Semester. 

This course is called Archaeology 1A and the course code is in 
brackets (ARCA08004)

You will be asked to provide 4 course options for each 
semester. 

Remember to check that you meet any entry requirements for 
the course. 

Once you have selected your course options, complete our 
online form, which you will find at 
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/current/ch
oosing-your-courses

If you have any questions, email us at 
sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk
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Course details for online form

https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/students/undergraduate/current/choosing-your-courses
mailto:%20sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk?body=Please%20include%20your%20UUN%3A%20the%20name%20of%20your%20degree%20programme%2C%20and%20the%20year%20you%20will%20be%20entering%20in%20the%20upcoming%20accademic%20session.%20

